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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1. Which of the following an indigenously developed Beyond Visual Range Air to Air Missile? (Current 

Affairs) 

a) Astra 

b) Dhruv 

c) Akash 

d) Nag 

2. The Cassini–Huygens mission was collaboration between NASA, the European Space Agency, and the 

Italian Space Agency to send a probe to study which of the following planets------------- (Current Affairs) 

a) Mars 

b) Jupiter 

c) Saturn 

d) Earth 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1. Do you think India is lacking in policy response and missing urgency to reverse the current economic 

trend? (Indian Economy) 



 

 

2. State whether recent India-Japan bilateral ties will set the tone of an accelerated geopolitical course 

which will be a major factor in its dealings with the rest of the world?(Foreign Affairs) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1. a 

Explanation: The Astra is an active radar homing beyond-visual-range air-to-air missile (BVRAAM) 

developed by the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO), India. Astra is designed to 

be capable of engaging targets at varying range and altitudes allowing for engagement of both short-

range targets (up to 20 km) and long-range targets (up to 80–110 km) using alternative propulsion 

modes. 

2.c 

Explanation: The Cassini–Huygens mission was a collaboration between NASA, the European Space 

Agency, and the Italian Space Agency to send a probe to study the planet Saturn and its system, 

including its rings and natural satellites. 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

1. Context: India’s economy is slowing down: GDP growth has lost momentum in each quarter since the 

one ending March 2016. With every passing quarter, the slowdown is explained away either as a 

transitory phenomenon or as happening for reasons beyond the government’s control: deficient rains, 

the sluggish world economy, or lately due to demonetisation and the goods and services tax (GST). The 

reasons offered change. The economic trend does not. 

Lacking in policy response and missing urgency: Even though dark clouds loom over the economy, the 

situation is not irreversible. But the policy response so far has been feeble and misses urgency.It’s not as 

though there is policy paralysis. In fact, decision-making is speedy, perhaps too much so. The ill-

informed idea of demonetisation and the GST rollout demonstrate the growing disconnect between 

policy tools and objectives. The provisional official statistics show demonetisation proved to be a drag 

on an already slowing economy, even as we wait for its full impact to be estimated. The damage to the 

(more vulnerable) informal economy is being measured, and will be plugged to GDP estimates. On 

revision, past quarters’ GDP growth may turn out to be even slower. The complicated design of the GST 



 

 

may have added to the vulnerabilities of the informal sector. The government insists these measures will 

prove beneficial over time. There is an inexplicable reluctance to take decisions that will deliver positive 

results quicker, such as reversing the investments slowdown and the exports stagnation. Politically 

difficult structural reforms have fallen off the agenda: liberalising land, labour, and agriculture. 

Concluding thought: Part of the problem seems to be the inadequate regard for sound economics and 

trained economists. The government is inert even to the advice of its own economists; the analyses 

documented in successive editions of its own publication, the Economic Survey, influenced policy 

minimally. Chief Economic Adviser Arvind Subramanian has diligently raised red flags over damages to 

the economy: from bad bank loans to the slowdown of investments, the distorted signals to farmers on 

what to grow and how much, and the GST’s suboptimal design. The government must start paying heed. 

2. India-Japan bilateral recent development: 

• Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s visit to India, part of annual summits between the two 

countries, has set strategic ties on a fast track. This is best symbolised by the Ahmedabad-

Mumbai bullet train project that was launched by Mr. Abe and Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

• India’s decision to partner with Japan for the 508-km, ₹1.1 lakh-crore project is as much about 

politics as it is about infrastructure: Japan has been keen to export its high-speed train 

technology along with rolling stock, and India’s move to confirm the Japanese contracts while 

China wins projects along its Belt and Road railway line is significant. 

• The joint statement and comments by the two Prime Ministers in Gandhinagar also sent out a 

similar message that will be read closely in China on several counts. For example, Mr. Abe said 

North Korea was a “joint” challenge for India and Japan, and the statement contained a phrase 

about holding countries “that have supported North Korea’s nuclear and missile programmes” 

accountable, obviously aimed at Pyongyang’s benefactors in Beijing. 

• The clause calling for zero tolerance on terrorism referenced China’s veto on the Jaish-e-

Mohammad chief being put on the list of UN-designated terrorists.  

• Both the title of the joint statement, “Toward a free, open and prosperous Indo-Pacific”, and 

substantive paragraphs on cooperation in the region, indicate a much closer alignment between 

India and Japan in countering China’s influence in the South China Sea, its forays into the Indian 

Ocean, and investments in South Asia and Africa. 



 

 

• The coming into force of the India-Japan nuclear deal and more military and maritime exercises 

will buttress such efforts. 

• India has also extended to Japan an offer denied to any other country, which is to assist in 

infrastructure development in the Northeast. 

In the context of rest of world & geopolitical significance: 

• It is clear that the Modi government has set India-Japan ties on an accelerated geopolitical 

course that will be a major factor in its dealings with the rest of the world, especially China, at a 

time when the U.S. is perceived to be retreating from the region. 

• Having made this leap, it is imperative that India and Japan also look beyond their lofty 

geopolitical aims, at the more basic aspects of bilateral engagement. 

• While Japan is India’s largest donor and the third largest provider of FDI, bilateral trade has 

steadily declined since 2013, and is down to $13.61 billion in 2016-17 from $14.51 billion the 

year before. The contrast with India-China trade, at $71 billion a year, and Japan-China trade, at 

$279 billion, is stark, and the decision to finalise four new locations for special Japanese 

industrial townships may be only one way of addressing the difficulties businessmen face in 

India. 

• With the opulent pageantry and 8-km roadshow in Gujarat over, it is time to get down to brass 

tacks and address some of the issues in order to facilitate closer ties between India and Japan, 

even as the two leaders and militaries forge closer bonds. 

 


