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DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1.” With empathy for India’s farmers and a truthful assessment of on-the-ground farming reality, we 

must make the right choices for Indian agriculture.”Critically analyze the statement in the context of 

current scenario of Indian agriculture.(Social Issues) 

2. State whether the principle of non-refoulement is applicable in case of deportation of Rohingya 

refugees from India? (National Issues) 

MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1. Which country is recently developed the fastest bullet train in the world? (Current Affairs) 

a) China 

b) India 

c) Japan 

d) Spain 

2. Umred Wildlife Sanctuary is located in which state? (Bio-diversity) 

a) Rajasthan 

b) Gujarat 

c) Maharashtra 



 

 

d) Madhya Pradesh 

3. Mukundra tiger reserve is situated in which state?(Bio-diversity) 

a) Rajasthan 

b) Gujarat 

c) Maharashtra 

d) Madhya Pradesh 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

1. Current context: At a granular level, marginal farming in India is a highly complex and decision-intensive 

process. Farmers have to make a variety of decisions starting with the choice of crops (annual or short term) 

and their time of tillage. Then there are rising prices of agricultural inputs, availability of water, soil suitability 

and pest management. All these factors create a narrow window of economic benefit for the marginal farmer. A 

wrong decision can wreak havoc. 

Debt levels 

This uncertainty is reflected in rural debt levels. A Panjab University study showed that in Punjab, large farmers 

with holdings greater than 10 hectares typically had a debt-to-income ratio of 0.26, while for medium farmers, 

4-10 ha, and semi-medium farmers, 2-4 ha, it was 0.34 — all seemingly affordable. However, small, 1-2 ha, 

and marginal farmers, less than a hectare, faced a greater burden of debt, with a debt-to-income ratio of 0.94 

and 1.42, respectively; over 50% of their loans are from non-banking sources. 

Loan waiver politics: 

More recently, the Uttar Pradesh government’s farm loan waiver scheme has been replicated in 

Maharashtra, Punjab and Karnataka and estimated to total up to 0.5% of India’s GDP. Similar demands 

are growing in Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Haryana. Small and marginal farmers certainly deserve 

greater support from the government. However, India’s agricultural policy has historically 

disincentivised the creation of a formal credit culture among farmers. 

Helping the farmer: 

The writing is on the wall. India’s small and marginal farmers will need another agricultural loan waiver. 

However, this cannot continue in the future. There are other ways to mitigate their plight. Greater 

subsidies could be extended for the purchase of agricultural equipment, fertilizers and pesticides, while 



 

 

the medical insurance coverage could be expanded through the Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojna. In 

addition, the scope of the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act could be 

increased. Allowing marginal farmers to be paid for tilling their own fields could reduce their input costs. 

Such measures could also increase their net income. 

2. The principle of non-refoulement: The principle of non-refoulement is articulated in Article 33 of the 

1951 Convention. It mandates that no state shall expel or return a refugee to “the frontiers of territories 

where his life or freedom would be threatened on account of his race, religion, nationality, membership 

of a particular social group or political opinion”. However, it allows for an exception in cases where 

there are “reasonable grounds” for regarding a refugee as a “danger to the security of the country.” 

What’s more, the Convention also excludes generally from refugee status individuals guilty of, among 

other things, committing war crimes or crimes against peace and humanity. 

The argument---------- 

Now, India is not a party to the 1951 Convention. But we need to heed the existence of sources of law 

that stretch beyond treaty obligations. These include norms of customary international law, where 

binding rules have been crystallised as a result of the practice of states. The principle of non-

refoulement is widely regarded as one such rule. In fact, some scholars argue that the principle is so well 

enshrined that it constitutes a peremptory norm from which no derogation whatsoever is permitted. 

But even if one were to discount such arguments, there is no denying that non-refoulement is now 

nearly universally accepted as constituting a fundamental rule of international law. 

Concluding thought: Now, the Supreme Court in different cases has incorporated other principles of 

customary international law into municipal law, where there’s no local statute embodying rules to the 

contrary. There’s no reason why non-refoulement should be treated any differently. The Supreme Court 

can have little option but to recognise, as the Gujarat and the Delhi High Courts have done, that non-

refoulement is a foundational principle that creates obligations under both domestic and international 

law alike. 

 

On arguments concerning national security, it might well be true that the state must be accorded an 

element of latitude in shaping its policies. But, in the absence of any material, the government cannot 



 

 

plausibly be arguing that each of the 40,000 Rohingya constitutes a threat to India’s safety, or that each 

of them is guilty of committing crimes against peace. 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1.a 

Explanation: After cutting back the speed of the Beijing to Shanghai bullet train following a deadly crash, 

China is set to again make it one of the world’s fastest.New generation trains will service the route 

starting next month, making the 1,250-kilometer (777-mile) journey from the capital to Shanghai in just 

4 hours, 30 minutes. 

2.c 

Explanation: Umred Karhandla Wildlife Sanctuary, about 58 km from Nagpur and 60  km from Bhandara 

spreed over Pauni Tahsil of Bhandara district and Umred, Kuhi and Bhivapur Taluka of Nagpur district. 

3.a 

Explanation: It is located in Mukundra hills of Rajasthan. 


