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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1. Chakma and Hajong refugees,are belonging to which state of India?(Current Affairs) 

a) Assam 

b) Arunachal Pradesh 

c) Karnataka 

d) Mizoram 

2. Which theory suggested that a higher level of a country's per capita gross domestic product did not 

correlate with greater self-reported levels of happiness among citizens of a country, in contrast with 

people inside a country?(Indian Economy) 

a)Easterlin paradox 

b) Ginni Index 

c) Giffen's Paradox 

d) None of these 

3. Who is the author of the book ‘The Ministry of Utmost Happiness’ (Current Affairs) 

a) Manmohan Singh 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gross_domestic_product


 

 

b) Salman Rushide 

c) Arundhati Roy 

d) Mohsin Hamid 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1. Do you think the current political turmoil in Cambodia reflects an ongoing shift in international 

influence in the decades following the genocide 1970s? (International Issues) 

2.”As long as it is not secessionist, or aimed at othering sections, subnationalism can be seen as a 

constitutive element of democracy.” Critically comment in the context of recent emergence of new 

political ideology in India.(Polity and Governance) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1.b 

Explanation: At least 100,000 Chakma and Hajong refugees, staying in Arunachal Pradesh for over 50 

years, are set to get Indian citizenship. 

2.a 

Explanation: This refers to the paradoxical relationship between the growth in the GDP of a country and 

the level of happiness enjoyed by its people. It is named after American economist Richard Easterlin 

who proposed the concept in his 1971 paper “Does Economic Growth Improve the Human Lot? Some 

Empirical Evidence”. Easterlin argued that an increase in the GDP of a country did not always lead its 

citizens to become happier people as the marginal gain in happiness begins to decrease beyond a 

particular point. Critics, on the other hand, have contested the paradox saying that richer countries are 

generally happier than poorer ones. 

3.c 

 

 

 



 

 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

 

1. Recent political crisis in cambodia: During 2016, Prime Minister Hun Sen and his ruling Cambodian 

People’s Party (CPP) significantly escalated persecution on political grounds, targeting Cambodia’s 

political opposition, human rights workers, social activists, and public intellectuals on the basis of their 

real or perceived political opposition to the government and its leader. These abuses appeared aimed to 

prevent victory or create conditions for overturning victory by the opposition Cambodia National Rescue 

Party (CNRP) in local and national elections scheduled for 2017 and 2018 respectively. The government 

also filed baseless charges against Rong Chhun, a member of the National Election Committee (NEC) 

appointed as a neutral member of the NEC as part of a political deal with the opposition. 

1970s genocide: The Cambodian genocide was carried out by the Khmer Rouge (KR) regime led by Pol 

Pot between 1975 and 1979 in which an estimated 1.5 to 3 million people died. The Cambodian Civil 

War resulted in the establishment of Democratic Kampuchea by the Khmer Rouge, who had planned to 

create a form of agrarian socialism founded on the ideals of Stalinism and Maoism. 

Ongoing shift in international influence in the decades: The current political turmoil in Cambodia 

reflects an ongoing shift in international influence in the decades following the genocide. The U.S. had 

been closely involved in the restoration of democratic stability in the country, and the Cambodian 

turnaround is one of the United Nations’ great success stories. But recent years have seen a dramatic 

rise in Beijing’s bilateral and regional engagement with Phnom Penh, which under Mr. Hun Sen is using 

the great power rivalry to evade accountability by his regime. Cambodia’s cancellation of the annual 

joint military exercises with the U.S. this year coincided with the first such engagement with China, 

underscoring the extent of the changing dynamics of big power diplomacy in Southeast Asia. The 

‘America First’ approach under President Donald Trump is not likely to alter this trend. It is left to the 

international community to keep a sustained focus on Cambodia, and underline how precariously placed 

the Cambodian recovery still is. 

2. Context: 

• Along with the rhetoric of nationalism, India is also witnessing the re-emergence of 

subnationalism as a political idea. Interestingly, this is emerging most strongly from Karnataka, 



 

 

which is neither ruled by a regional party nor has shown any significant separatist or secessionist 

tendencies in the past. 

• The key issue of contention is regarding a separate State flag for Karnataka. While Karnataka has 

had an unofficial yellow-and-red flag for almost 50 years, the government is now considering 

adopting an official State flag. 

• The other issue is the protest against the imposition of Hindi, most notably on the signboards of 

Namma Metro stations in Bengaluru. Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah has strongly come 

out in support of the State flag and against the use of Hindi signboards in the Metro. 

Accommodating multiple identities: 

Historically, the nationalist movement had furthered a pluralistic idea of India. While the Indian National 

Congress had demanded language-based provinces during the freedom movement, the experience of 

religion-based Partition made the Nehru government vary of adopting linguistic States in the early years 

after Independence. But with the enactment of the States Reorganisation Act, 1956, linguistic States 

became a reality. Further, the Official Languages Act of 1963 prevented the planned transition of India’s 

official language from English to Hindi. These key legislative moves ensured that Indian national identity 

is not homogeneous. 

Furthering a plural democracy: 

 

• The accommodation of linguistic and cultural diversities does not merely help maintain the 

integrity of India’s national boundaries, but also promotes positive social outcomes. 

• The greater the level of subnational solidarity, higher will be the State’s commitment to social 

welfare. Kerala’s success is the most striking example. It contrasts Kerala and Tamil Nadu with 

Uttar Pradesh, a development laggard with little subnational solidarity. 

• With hyper-nationalism on the rise, it is important to reassert the pluralistic character of the 

Indian nation state. While nationalism conventionally privileges one sociocultural identity over 

others, India’s pluralistic nationalism celebrates the coexistence of multiple identities. 

• The assertion of subnational pride in States like Karnataka counters attempts at advancing the 

homogenising narrative of Hindi-Hindu-Hindustan. As long as subnationalism is not secessionist, 



 

 

or aimed at othering sections of the population, it should not be viewed as a threat, but rather 

as a constitutive element of India’s plural democracy. 

 


