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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1.With reference to Mumbai-Ahmedabad High Speed Rail (MAHSR) project(also known as the 

Ahmedabad-Mumbai bullet train),which of the following statements is/are correct?(Current Affairs) 

I.It will pass through Thane and Surat stations of Maharashtra and Gujarat respectively. 

II.The operating speed of the train will be 320km/h(200mph). 

Select codes: 

a) I 

b) II 

c) I,II 

d) None of these. 

2. Maneka Gandhi vs Union of India (25th January, 1978) case is highlighted which fundamental right of 

constitution of India. (Indian Polity) 

a) Article 21 

b) Article 19 

c) Article 14 



 

 

d) Article 20 

3. In the light of GST Act, which of the following statements are true? (Indian Economy) 

I. GST is to be levied on supply of goods and services 

II. All transactions and processes should be only through electronic mode 

III. Cross utilization of input credits of goods and services are allowed. 

a) II only 

b) I, II and III 

c) I, III 

d) II, III 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

 

1. State whether Mumbai-Ahmedabad High Speed Rail (MAHSR) project (also known as the 

Ahmedabad-Mumbai bullet train) could be one of the catalysts in transforming India?(Indian 

Economy) 

2. In recent times why the government always is perceived as an institution resisting individual 

rights? Critically comment.(Governance) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1.c 

Explanation:Refer to descriptive sections 

2.a 

Explanation: This case is a landmark judgement which played the most significant role towards the 

transformation of the judicial view on Article 21 of the Constitution of India so as to imply many more 

fundamental rights from article 21. 

3.b 



 

 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

1.Context: Japanese Prime Minister Shinzō Abe will arrive in Gujarat later this week to lay the 

foundation stone for the Mumbai-Ahmedabad High Speed Rail (MAHSR) project — also known as the 

Ahmedabad-Mumbai bullet train. There is an expectation that similar to the experience for Japan and 

China, this project could be one of the catalysts in transforming India. India has already experienced 

success in major projects in the past, which includes building the Golden Quadrilateral and upgrading its 

national highways, which has added to GDP, created efficiencies in transportation, provided jobs and 

improved rural development through enhanced connectivity. 

Catalyst in transforming India: 

Japan and India have come together to partner for High-speed rail projects to boost the Indian Railways. 

While speech safety and technology are a given, the project is expected to also contribute to the 

economy in many ways. 

• Employment generation with the project: 

• The construction phase of the line will create opportunities for employment for about 20,000 

construction workers. 

• Urban Development: High-Speed Railway is just not only for facilitating the movement of the 

people but will also contribute to the accelerated regional and urban development alongside the 

alignment particularly through its stations. 

• Ease of Travel: High Speed Rail offers its riders fastest, most comfortable way to travel. Direct 

connectivity to Central Business Districts and airports, little or no delays, speedy services and 

fast boarding add up time savings not possible on any form of transportation. 

• Time Savings: With Mumbai Ahmedabad high-speed rail, journey time between Mumbai to 

Sabarmati will be reduced to 2 hours as compared to 8 hrs. by conventional train or road. 

• Reliability: High-Speed Rail System is efficient and reliable as it is not subjected to congestion 

and delays. The confirmed reservation on demand, in most of the trains in Indian Railways is 

something which a common men desires but seldom fulfilled.  

• Capacity Enhancement: On proposed Mumbai Ahmedabad HSR route it is planned to run three 

trains per hour per day which will increase to 8 trains per hour. Initially on commissioning of the 

Project, daily users are expected to be 40,000 persons per day, which will increase to 156,000 



 

 

per day by 2053. The carrying capacity of one HSR train will be initially 750 passengers which will 

be increased to 1250 passengers in due course.  

• Enhanced Safety: MAHSR project is being implemented based on Japanese Shinkansen design, 

which has a record of " 0 passenger fatalities" in more than 50 years of operation. The system is 

designed to equip with Disaster Prevention System. It includes pre warning in case of 

earthquake so that train can be automatically stopped prior to tremor. The HSR route is being 

planned with elevated railway track with no level crossing in between thus ensuring enhanced 

safety as compared to Conventional Railway and Road.  

• Saving in Fuel and Energy: The HSR system is more efficient with respect to saving in energy and 

fuel. Studies show that HSR system is around three times more fuel-efficient than Planes and 

five times more fuel efficient than Cars. Studies indicate that Road and Airport congestion cost 

America over 87 billion dollars per year in wasted time and fuel. Therefore they are also 

planning HSR system in California. 

• Environmental Benefits: The MAHSR project will ensure reduced CO2 emission as compared to 

other modes of transportation. CO2 emission per km traveled is one fourth of an airplane and 

two sevenths of a car. Thus it will ensure a significant reduction in carbon footprint. In fact, HSR 

is the back bone of a clean energy future. 

2. Context: Human rights activists often advance the claim that government is an anti-liberal 

establishment. During a discussion on individual liberty and state intrusion, a friend raised a counter-

question: Why is the government always perceived as an institution resisting individual rights? His point 

was that government, after all, is a community of individuals who constitute it. 

The debate--------------- 

In India, however, the current trends would indicate that state seems to take an increasingly apathetic 

stand on fundamental rights issues in legal adjudication. Three recent examples are instructive. 

Marital rape: 

• On the question of criminalisation of marital rape, the Centre made several regressive 

arguments before the Delhi High Court. It was argued that what might appear to be marital rape 

to an individual wife might not appear so to others. With this argument, the government sought 

to make a distinction between marital rape and other kinds of rape. 



 

 

• The second claim was that penalising marital rape would destabilise the institution of marriage. 

The Akhila case: 

The Supreme Court is currently examining the legality of an unusual judgment passed by the Kerala High 

Court of nullifying the marriage of a 24-year-old girl called Akhila/Hadiya. In the high court, Akhila’s 

parents, who were the petitioners, argued that their daughter had been subject to indoctrination and 

forced conversion to Islam and that she was unable to take an independent decision in the matter. The 

marriage of their daughter, they submitted, was bogus and void. 

The privacy case: 

 

The Supreme Court verdict on privacy was certainly momentous in Indian constitutional law. However, 

the stand of the Central government regarding the right to privacy was not impressive. The then 

Attorney General argued that privacy does not enjoy the status of a fundamental right under the 

Constitution. By relying on two earlier decisions of the Supreme Court, it was asserted that “Indians 

could claim no constitutional right of privacy”. 

Concluding thoughts: It might be argued that these are three dissimilar incidents. But the fact remains 

that in such prime issues of debate, the stand taken by the executive has far-reaching repercussions on 

politics and law. The current pattern of governmental approach to rights shows opposition to individual 

rights. Perhaps, one cannot expect an executive that is politically averse to personal liberty to be a 

strong defender of constitutional rights in law courts. 

 

 

 


