
 

 

 

APTI Q 

The Hindu Dt:08/09/2017 

MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1. Peechi-Vazhani wildlife Sanctuary is located in which state? (Biodiversity) 

a) Meghalaya 

b) Mizoram 

c) Tamilnadu 

d) Kerala 

2. Pulikkali ,a recreational folk art performed by which of the following the states? (Art and Culture) 

a) Karnataka 

b) Andhara Pradesh 

c) Tamilnadu 

d) Kerala 

3. Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) is an anti-ballistic missile defense system belongs to 

which of the following nations? (Current Affairs) 

a) U.S 

b) Russia 



 

 

c) Britain 

d) India 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1. State  whether the Centre ought to take recourse to Article 256,to put an end to the activities of cow 

vigilantes, instead of shirking its responsibility on the ground that this is essentially a law and order issue 

to be addressed by the States?(Governance) 

2. Do you think demonetization is a success which has begun to accrue and will gather momentum 

rather than a proven failure? (Indian Economy) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1.d 

Explanation: Peechi-Vazhani Wildlife Sanctuary is a wildlife sanctuary headquartered in Peechi, Thrissur 

District of Kerala, India. The sanctuary was established in 1958 consisting of Palappilli- Nelliyampathi 

forests including the area of Chimmony Wildlife sanctuary and is the second oldest sanctuary in Kerala. 

2.d 

Explanation: Pulikkali ("Puli" = Leopard/Tiger & "Kali" = Play in Malayalam language) is a recreational 

folk art from the state of Kerala. It is performed by trained artists to entertain people on the occasion of 

Onam, an annual harvest festival, celebrated mainly in the Indian state of Kerala. 

3.a 

Explanation: Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD), formerly Theater High Altitude Area 

Defense, is an American anti-ballistic missile defense system designed to shoot down short, medium, 

and intermediate range ballistic missiles in their terminal phase (descent or reentry) by intercepting with 

a hit-to-kill approach. 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

1.Context: Supreme Court to remind those in power that they cannot remain silent while vigilantes take 

the law into their own hands in the name of cow protection. Sending out a stern message that the time 



 

 

has come to end the activities of aggressive gau rakshaks, the court has asked the States and Union 

Territories to appoint nodal police officers in each district to crack down on such mobs. 

Article 256: The first part of the Article says the executive power of every State shall be so exercised as 

to ensure compliance with the laws made by Parliament and any existing laws which apply in that State. 

The second part explains that the executive power of the Union shall extend to the giving of such 

directions to a State as may appear to the Government of India to be necessary for that purpose. 

Law and order issue to be addressed by the States: Curbing cow vigilantism requires an obvious change 

in the police’s approach to these incidents. In most cases, they register cases against the victims for 

slaughter or theft of cattle. Typically, the administration seems eager to determine if they were engaged 

in cow slaughter or transportation of bovine meat than in arresting the culprits involved in murder and 

violence. A related question is whether the Centre ought to take recourse to Article 256, which 

empowers it to issue directions to the States, to put an end to the activities of vigilantes, instead of 

shirking its responsibility on the ground that this is essentially a law and order issue to be addressed by 

the States. The Centre can no more ignore its credibility deficit because of the ruling dispensation’s 

ideological commitment to cow protection. It has to respond meaningfully to the charge that it is soft on 

vigilantism and is keen on pushing animal slaughter rules aimed at making life difficult for those engaged 

in the cattle trade for their livelihood. 

2. Demonetization is a success -------------------- 

• Consider the gains that may accrue in the coming year once tax authorities have combed 

through accounts with suspiciously large deposits. 

• According to Finance Minister Arun Jaitley, between November 8 and December 31, 2016, 

deposits between ₹2 lakh and ₹80 lakh were made in about 1.09 crore accounts with an average 

deposit size of ₹5.03 lakh.  

• Further, deposits of more than ₹80 lakh were made in 1.48 lakh accounts with an average 

deposit size of ₹3.31 crore. These amount to some two-thirds of the value of the demonetised 

currency. Obviously not all of this amounts to black money, but even if, say, one-third is, it 

reveals that a significant amount of black money was sloshing around pre-November 8. That is 

now in the tax net. Moreover, the holders of these suspicious accounts will now be in the tax 

net for perpetuity, so the gain is not just one-off. 



 

 

• The other significant gain which has begun to accrue, and will gather momentum, is the move to 

a cashless economy. In the long run, a move away from the use of cash is the surest way of 

curbing the black economy. 

• In 2015-16, the value of transactions for debit and credit cards was ₹1.6 lakh crore and ₹2.4 lakh 

crore, respectively; in 2016-17, it was ₹3.3 lakh crore for each. Also, in 2016, the National 

Electronic Funds Transfer handled 160 crore transactions valued at ₹120 lakh crore, up from 

around 130 crore transactions worth ₹83 lakh crore in the previous year. Note that the 

demonetisation impact would only have been registered in the final four to five of 2016-17. The 

gains in 2017-18 will be even more. 

Proven failure-------------------- 

Demonetisation as a means of tackling the black economy was destined to fail. It was carried out on the 

incorrect premise that black money means cash. It was thought that if cash was squeezed out, the black 

economy would be eliminated. But cash is only one component of black wealth: about 1% of it. It has 

now been confirmed that 98.8% of demonetised currency has come back to the Reserve Bank of India. 

Further, of the ₹16,000 crore that is still out, most of it is accounted for. In brief, not even 0.01% of black 

money has been extinguished. 

Concluding remark: Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s government has launched a multipronged attack 

on corruption and black money. Government discretion has been reduced particularly in the allocation 

of natural resources. There is a concerted attempt to improve ease of doing business, and technology is 

being used to deliver public services without leakages. It is far too early to write-off any of these efforts, 

and demonetisation. There is a future beyond the present. 

 

 

 

 


