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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1.’I do What I do’ is authored by --------------- (Indian Economy) 

a) ManMohan Singh 

b) Raghuram Rajan 

c) Y.V Reddy 

d) None of these 

2. Garib-sal, one of the  type of rice plants  absorbs and accumulates which mineral (Sciene & 

Technology) 

a) Silver 

b) Magnesium 

c) Sodiun 

d) Gold 

3.Which of the following products are outside the purview of the GST?(Indian Economy) 

I. Alcohol for human consumption 

II. Electricity 



 

 

III. Medicine 

a)I and II 

b)II and III 

c)III only 

d)None of the above 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1. State whether direct talks are the only way out to de-escalate the crisis in the Korean peninsula? 

(International Issues) 

2. Sensitive to its location between the two Asians giants, Myanmar is keen to leverage the growth 

potential of good relations with Asia’s two fastest growing economies. In this light elaborate growing 

importance of Indo-Myanmar relations? (Foreign Affairs) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1.b 

Explanation: Raghuram Rajan, in his new book ‘I Do What I Do’, bats for autonomy for the Reserve Bank 

of India and called for more clarity on the rank of the RBI governor. 

2.a 

Explanation: It is a rice variety with a silver touch, literally. Garib-sal, one of 505 types of rice plants 

tested by scientists, is capable of absorbing silver found naturally in soil and accumulating it in the grain 

to unusually high levels of 15 mg per kg. 

3.a 

Explanation: Alcohol for human consumption, electricity and petroleum products do not come under 

the GST ambit. 

 

 



 

 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

1. CONTEXT: North Korea’s adventurism continues unabated. On Sunday, it tested what it claims was a 

“hydrogen bomb”, its sixth nuclear weapons test, cocking a snook at non-proliferation and international 

test ban laws, as well as at U.S. President Donald Trump. Even as the tests drew global condemnation, 

this was clearly a response to Mr. Trump’s sabre-rattling rhetoric claiming that the U.S. would rain “fire 

and fury” over the country and implying that its nuclear weapons were “locked and loaded” to respond 

to any threat from North Korea. 

Direct talks: 

North Korea relies on increasing militarisation and show of missile and nuclear prowess for various 

reasons. Part of its ploy is to convince its impoverished and isolated citizenry of the need for the country 

to attain military parity in light of the presence of the U.S. military shield in South Korea and Japan. 

Another part of it is to justify the years of the Kim family rule, as these tests add to the myth of strong 

leadership by its 33-year-old, third-generation dictator, Kim Jong-un. The unpalatable prospect of the 

escalation of a possible military conflict into a nuclear war is also a way to stave off any external 

intervention against the dictatorship, the likes of which were seen in Iraq and Libya. Mr. Trump’s latest 

Twitter threat against nations doing business with North Korea is clearly targeted at China, the only 

regime with some degree of influence — though it is not clear exactly how much — over the North 

Korean regime. The Chinese, however, seem to be willing to live with a nuclear North Korea as opposed 

to applying drastic trade sanctions that could lead to a crippled economy and a refugee crisis besides 

other unpredictable responses by a beleaguered regime. In light of all this, it is important to de-escalate 

the conflict by having direct talks involving the U.S., China, South Korea and North Korea. Multilateral 

talks are, in fact, by far the best option, given the trigger- and Twitter-happy supreme leaders in 

Pyongyang and in Washington DC. 

2.Context: The visit is also taking place against the backdrop of uncertainties in the future India-China 

relationship caused by the now defused Doklam stand-off and the BRICS summit. Sensitive to its location 

between the two Asians giants, Myanmar is keen to leverage the growth potential of good relations with 

Asia’s two fastest growing economies. But it is also wary of its economic dependence on China, 

characterised by a largely extractive relationship focused on natural resources and access to the Bay of 

Bengal where it already has an oil and gas terminal, concession to build a Special Economic Zone and 



 

 

seeks a possibly controlling stake in a natural deep sea harbour at Kyaukpyu that could form part of its 

ambitious BRI. 

India-Mynmar relations: 

• A number of bilateral agreements in the areas of capacity building, health, culture, and 

development, and one on maritime security are on the anvil, building on India’s nearly $2 billion 

development partnership with Myanmar so far. 

• Critical to this trade are Indian imports of beans and pulses that play a vital part in our food 

security and Myanmar’s economy. Standing at around a million tonnes and $1 billion in value, 

over 90% of which is exported to India, it is vital to Myanmar’s farmers and foreign exchange 

earnings, greater even in the value of its exports of rice to China that are prone to periodic 

restrictions, tough inspections and crackdowns on informal trade at the Myanmar-China border. 

• Underlining our strong cultural, people-to-people and diaspora relationship, Mr. Modi will also 

visit Bagan where the Archaeological Survey of India is in the final stages of a face-lift to the 

venerated Ananda Temple and where the Cabinet has approved Indian assistance for the 

restoration of pagodas damaged by the powerful 2016 earthquake; and Yangon, where he will 

address the Indian-origin and Indian community and visit places religious, cultural and historical 

importance. 

• The objective should be to restore the balance in Myanmar’s relations between East and South 

Asia that has been lost with the eastward tilt in Myanmar’s external relations over 50 years of 

insular military rule during which the two countries have forgotten the habit of thinking of 

themselves psychologically as immediate neighbours. 

 

  


