
 

 

 

APTI Q 
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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1. The Nimatnama (Book of Pleasures) is authored by------------- (Indian History) 

a) Ghiyath Shah 

b) Balban 

c) Nasir Shah 

d) Gyasiuddin shah 

2.Which state observes Bhandara festival?(Art and Culture) 

a) Madhya Pradesh 

b) Maharasthra 

c) Kerala 

d) None of these 

3.Lala Bustard Sanctuary is located in which state?(Biodiversity) 

a) Gujarat 

b) Rajasthan 

c) Madhya Pradesh 

d) Maharasthra 

 



 

 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1.Discuss briefly the agenda of BRICS plus in the context of expansion of BRICS in recent times?Why 

India has resisted the mooted initiative?(International Organizations) 

2.Discuss various degrading methods to overcome to plastic pollution in India?(Environmental Issues) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1. a 

Explanation:The ultimate bon vivant, Ghiyath Shah’s 600-year-old Nimatnama, a "book of pleasures", 

introduced cookbooks to miniature painting. 

2.b 

Explanation: You may have heard of India being known as the land of colours and festivities. A small 

town in Maharashtra, actually lives up to the name every August, with whole lot of bright yellow 

turmeric thrown all around, and some energetic, singing and 

dancing. The Bhandara festival is celebrated with much fervor and enthusiasm amongst devotees of lord 

Khandoba, at the Khandoba temple in Jejuri, about 1.5 hours southeast of Pune in Maharashtra.  

3.b 

Explanation: Home to the endangered Great Indian bustard, the Great Indian Bustard Sanctuary is the 

smallest sanctuary in the country spread over just two sq km. Located near Nalia in Kutch district of 

Gujarat; it is one of the two bustard sanctuaries in Gujarat. 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

1.BRIC plus:  The BRICS Plus concept proposed by Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi means that in future 

development, China will enhance our cooperation with other developing countries, enhance our 

interaction with them, so that BRICS cooperation can better reflect the collective position on aspiration 

of developing countries. 

Advantages of BRIC plus: 

• Against the backdrop of waning integration impulses in the developed world, the largest 

developing economies are forging ahead with new initiatives directed at revitalizing regional 

integration. China in particular appears to exhibit activism in building new development 

institutions (AIIB), mega-regional projects (One Belt One Road) as well as new economic 

alliances across the globe. 



 

 

• The new BRICS+ initiative is coming not just at the right time as the BRICS is seeking to find new 

gateways to development, but it would also perhaps be one of the first truly global undertakings 

of the developing world in shaping a new, more balanced economic order. 

• In such a setting the essence of the BRICS+ initiative is not the enlargement of the BRICS core to 

include the largest developing countries, but rather to create a network of alliances that would 

be comprehensive and representative of all of the major regions/continents across the 

developing world. 

• A BRICS+ integration framework that is spread throughout the world is much like the “E-Bay” 

marketplace, which grants all potential members of the network the possibility to exchange 

preferences and concession regardless of their location. 

Why India opposed against it? 

China aborted its attempt to create a permanent BRICS Plus feature and invite other countries to join in 

following resistance from the other members of the five-nation grouping, including India, who 

apprehend dilution of BRICS's goals if other counties, including Beijing's close allies, are brought in. 

2.Context: The Task Force on plastic pollution, set up by the Planning Commission in 2014, estimated 

that 60 cities across the country generate over 15,000 tons of plastic waste every day—almost 6 million 

tons per year. This is what we see daily as we walk around the streets. And cattle and other animals, 

which freely move around the streets, unknowingly devour some of this plastic material, which is not 

digested but stays put in their stomachs. Ruminants like the cow and buffalo end up dying a slow and 

painful death. The holy cow meeting an unholy end! 

Degrading plastic: 

• Two strains of the fungus aspergillus spp, found in the waters of the Gulf of Mannar degrade the 

plastic HDPE (which is used to make milk and fruit juice bottles, grocery bags and such). 

• These fungi seem to release some enzymes which degrade HDPE, essentially breaking up the 

polymeric molecule into smaller pieces; these enzymes are being studied in some detail by the 

Tiruchi group. It is clear that further research work from marine organisms will reveal more 

microbes that are capable of degrading polymeric and plastic wastes. 

• And more data is becoming available on the types of wastes that are being handled by these 

microbes. In March 2016, a group from Kyoto University found an two enzymes from the 

microbe they named as Ideonella sakainesis (after the town Sakai in Japan), capable of breaking 

down the polymer PET (polyethylene terephthalate, used in making packaging trays, polyester 

clothing and others) into its basic monomeric molecules terephthalic acid and ethylene glycol , 

which are used as building blocks for a variety of chemicals. The microbe is found in soil, 

sediment, waste water and similar material. 

• Most recently, a group of Pakistani, Sri Lankan and Chinese scientists together showed that the 

fungus Aspergillus tubigensis can degrade yet another major plastic material called 

polyurethane or PU. 


