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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1. Rohingya minorities belongs to which region of Myanmar------------- (International issues) 

a) Rakhine 

b) Mandalay 

c) Chin  

d) Kayin 

2. What does Article 27 of Indian constitution state? (Indian Polity) 

a) Freedom to manage Religious Affairs 

b) Freedom for Taxation for promotion of a religion 

c) Freedom from attending religious instructions 

d) Freedom of Conscience and free profession, practice and propagation of religion 

3. With reference to Code on Wages bill, 2017, which of the statements is/are correct (Social Issues) 

I. It seeks to consolidate laws relating to wages by replacing:  the Payment of Wages Act, 1936, the 

Minimum Wages Act, 1949, the Payment of Bonus Act, 1965, and the Equal Remuneration Act, 1976. 



 

 

II. The minimum wages decided by the central or state governments can be lower than the national 

minimum wage. 

Select codes: 

a) I 

b) II 

c) I, II 

d) None of these 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1. State whether India needs to revisit the sketchy clauses of the India-Bhutan friendship treaty? 

Critically analyze in the light of current Doklam stand-off? (Foreign Affairs) 

2. Describe briefly India-Male bilateral relations in the context of political turbulence and growing 

presence of China in the nation (Maldives).(Bilateral Relations) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1.a 

Explanation: According to the Rohingyas and some scholars, they are indigenous to Rakhine 

State,Mynamar. 

2.b 

Explanation: Article 27 of Indian constitution states ; freedom as to payment of taxes for promotion of 

any particular religion No person shall be compelled to pay any taxes, the proceeds of which are 

specifically appropriated in payment of expenses for the promotion or maintenance of any particular 

religion or religious denomination. 

3.a 

Explanation: The minimum wages decided by the central or state governments cannot be lower than the 

national minimum wage. 



 

 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

1. 

1949 Treaty: 

• On August 8, 1949 Bhutan and India signed the Treaty of Friendship, calling for peace between 

the two nations and non-interference in each other's internal affairs. 

• However, Bhutan agreed to let India "guide" its foreign policy and both nations would consult 

each other closely on foreign and defence affairs. The treaty also established free trade and 

extradition protocols. 

• Scholars regard the effect of the treaty is to make Bhutan into a protected state, but not a 

protectorate, because Bhutan continues to have the power to conduct its own foreign policy. 

• The occupation of Tibet by Communist China brought both nations even closer. In 1958, the 

then-Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru visited Bhutan and reiterated India's support for 

Bhutan's independence and later declared in the Indian Parliament that any aggression against 

Bhutan would be seen as aggression against India 

• Bhutan didn't consider itself as a protectorate country of India. In August 1959, there was a 

rumour in India political circle that China was seeking to 'liberate' Sikkim in 1975 and Bhutan. 

Nehru stated in the Lok Sabha that the defence of the territorial uprightness and frontiers of 

Bhutan was the responsibility of the Government of India. 

2007 treaty: 

• India re-negotiated the 1949 treaty with Bhutan and signed a new treaty of friendship in 2007. 

The new treaty replaced the provision requiring Bhutan to take India's guidance on foreign 

policy with broader sovereignty and not require Bhutan to obtain India's permission over arms 

imports.  

• In 2008, India's then Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh visited Bhutan and expressed strong 

support for Bhutan's move towards democracy. 

• India allows 16 entry and exit points for Bhutanese trade with other countries (the only 

exception being the PRC) and has agreed to develop and import a minimum of 10,000 

megawatts of electricity from Bhutan by 2021. 



 

 

In the context of Doklam stand-off: 

The lesson from the Doklam stand-off is that China is unlikely to respect India’s ‘special relationships’ 

with its neighbors. India has long enjoyed a special status in the South Asian region and often treated it 

as its exclusive backyard. Recall Bhutan, besides India, is the only country from the region that did not 

attend China’s recent Belt and Road Forum in Beijing. India’s traditional policy towards South Asia, of 

limited economic assistance topped with a big brother attitude, will need to undergo fundamental 

transformation to retain its influence. 

It is pertinent to ask whether Doklam is so fundamental to Indian interests that we were willing to risk a 

possible military skirmish with China based on the sketchy clauses of the India-Bhutan friendship treaty. 

The lesson for us is clear: we should consider all odds and evaluate the merit of the cause before making 

military commitments. 

2. India Maldives relations at a glance: 

• Mr. Yameen and the Indian government may also sign a double-tax avoidance agreement. India 

is in the process of signing DTAA with various countries, which are perceived to be tax havens in 

order to check the flow of blackmoney. 

• India has been largely silent on the major assault on democratic institutions and the Opposition 

in the archipelego nation, while most countries which have a stake in the region, including the 

US, UK, and the European Union, have condemned the Yameen Government's transgressions. 

• Indian Coast Guard's Dornier was the first to land at the Ibrahim Nasir Airport with relief and 

supplies after the tsunami of December 26, 2004. 

• Maldives has pledged its support to India as a permanent member of an expanded UN Security 

Council. 

• On December 5, 2014, India dispatched “ water aid” to the Maldivian capital of Male, after a fire 

destroyed the generator of its biggest water treatment plant. 

• Indian Army's 'Operation Cactus' foiled a coup in Maldives that was attempted by a pro-Eelam 

group in 1988. 

Growing presence of China: 

• India is uneasy with Maldives's relationship with China. There were media reports that China 

was looking to establish a base in Maldives after leasing out one of the islands under the 



 

 

liberalised leasing scheme brought in by the Yameen Government, which was denied by both 

Male and Beijing.  

• China is assisting Maldives in some infrastructure and developmental projects, including a bridge 

between the island in which the airport is located, Hulhumale, and the Capital island, Male, 

which is about 10 minutes by a passenger ferry. Maldives is also part of China's Silk Road 

project, a move that has not gone down well in New Delhi. 

Turbulent Maldivian politics: 

Ever since Nasheed, the first democratically-elected President of Maldives, was made to step down after 

a series of events that has been described in some quarters as a coup, the Indian Ocean archipelago is 

witnessing political tussles. Nasheed had taken refuge at Indian High Commission once, fearing arrest 

under the regime of his successor and former Vice President, Mohamed Waheed. 


