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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1. Mekedatu hydro-electric project is located in which state? (Current Affairs) 

a) Madhya Pradesh 

b) Karnataka 

c) Andhra Pradesh 

d) None of these 

2. Which state recently launched rooftop solar projects to conserve electricity energy? (Current 

Affairs) 

a) Madhya Pradesh 

b) Odisha 

c) Rajasthan 

d) None of these 

3. Brexit is the popular term for the United Kingdom's intended withdrawal from the European 

Union,with reference to this which of the following statements is/are correct?(International 

Organizations) 

I. In a UK referendum on 23 June 2016, 51.9% voted to leave the EU 

II. UK is on course to leave the EU in March 2018. 



Select Codes 

a) I  

b) II 

c) I,II 

d) None of these 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1. State whether proposed Bilateral Investment Treaty(BIT) could provide a time specific solution for 

the issue of managing and resolving BIT disputes?(Bilateral Relations) 

2. Briefly enumerate the political and social implication of sub-categorisation of Other Backward 

Classes (OBC). Can it affect any castes or groups adversely? (Social Issues) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1.b 

Explanation: Mekedaatu, located about 110 km from Bengaluru ,Karnataka.The Mekedatu hydro-

electric project is expected to store enough water to generate 400 MW of electricity and supply 

some of the drinking water needs of Bengaluru city. 

2.b 

Explanation: With an aim to promote renewable energy in Odisha, chief minister Naveen Patnaik 

launched grid connected rooftop solar projects in Aug 2017. 

3.a 

Explanation: UK is on course to leave the EU in March 2019. 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

Q1. BIT:  

• It is an agreement establishing the terms and conditions for private investment by nationals 

and companies of one state in another state. 

• Government of India has signed BITs with 83 countries. 



• They are based on a model BIT formulated by India in 2016. 

• The model BIT provides the framework for new negotiations with its trading partners. 

• The distinctive feature of model BIT is that they allow for an alternative dispute resolution 

mechanism called ‘Investor-state dispute settlement’. 

Key recommendations of the Srikirishna Committee: 

• Justice B.N. Srikrishna committee was constituted to prepare a road map to make India a 

hub of international arbitration. 

• It recommended the creation of the post of an ‘international law adviser’ (ILA) to advise the 

government on international legal disputes, particularly BIT disputes. 

• Creation of an inter-ministerial committee (IMC), with officials from the Ministries of 

Finance, External Affairs and Law for better managing BIT disputes was also called for.   

• It also mentioned the possibility of establishing a BIT appellate mechanism and a multilateral 

investment court. 

• It recommended hiring of external lawyers and appointing counsels having expertise in BITs 

to boost the government’s legal expertise. 

• It called for the creationg of designated fund to fight BIT disputes. 

Shortcomings: 

• Framework - The call for appointing an ‘Law Adviser’ will amount to duplicating the existing 

arrangement. 

• Presently, the Legal and Treaties (L&T) division of the External Affairs Ministry is mandated 

to offer legal advice to the government on all international law. 

• It would be sensible to have  the a member from the Commerce Ministry in the proposed 

IMC as it works for invester protection but it was not recommended. 

• Narrow window - The report named the investor-state dispute settlement (ISDS) mechanism 

as robust. 

• But it provides for only a narrow 90 day window for filing of BIT arbitration. 

• The report is also silent on many other jurisdictional limitations given in Article 13 in the 

‘Indian model BIT’ that also limit the usefulness of ISDS. 

• Critical issues such as appointment of arbitrators, transparency provisions, enforcement of 

awards, standard of review were also overlooked. 



Concluding thought: Despite making some useful suggestions, the committee has squandered a 

great opportunity to comprehensively push for the recalibration of the Indian BIT regime, which has 

oscillated from being pro-investor to being pro-state. 

Q2. Context: The Cabinet has approved the setting up of the commission to report on the extent of 

inequalities within castes listed as OBCs on the Central list and find out scientific ways of sub-

categorising the most backward among them. This will pave the way for the provision of sub-quotas 

for the most backward castes within the OBCs. This means that the most backward OBC groups will 

compete among themselves for government jobs, educational seats, fellowships and so on rather 

than with the better-off OBC castes. 

Political and social implications of the move: Politically, this can be seen as an attempt by the 

government to reach out to the most backward castes among the OBCs. At present, many feel that 

the more advanced OBC castes corner the lion’s share of the benefits and have become influential. 

Not only will such a move offer more opportunities to the most backward castes among the OBCs 

but also give the government and the ruling party an opportunity to carve out a new political 

constituency. In Uttar Pradesh recently, the BJP had reached out to smaller and less significant OBC 

castes such as Maurya, Lodh and Rajbhar, in what was seen as a successful bid to break a possible 

Yadav-led OBC consolidation. 

Can it affect any castes or groups adversely? 

Yes, it may adversely affect the more advanced castes among the OBCs, such as the Yadavs. Since 

the Supreme Court had imposed a cap of 50% on reservation, OBC quotas at the Centre cannot 

exceed the present 27%. So, whatever will be carved out as a sub-category can come only from 

within this 27% quota pie, thus reducing the number of seats available for the better-off OBCs. The 

Scheduled Castes already have a 15% quota and the Scheduled Tribes 7.5%. 

 

 


