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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1. CD-14 cells are recently in news, it is associated with which of the following diseases? (General 

Science) 

a) AIDS 

b) Cancer 

c) Zika 

d) H1N1 

2. The Bannerghatta Biological Park is located in which state------- (Biodiversity) 

a) Madhya Pradesh 

b) Karnataka 

c) Andhra Pradesh 

d) Uttarakhand 

3. Recently cloud seeding experiment, Project Varshadhari was started in which state? (Current Affairs) 

a) Kerala 

b) Karnataka 

c) Andhra Pradesh 

d) Tamilnadu 



DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1. State whether personal laws can be brought under the ambit of Article 13 of the Indian constitution? 

Critically comment about the sentence in the light of constitutionality of triple talaq. (Indian Polity and 

Governance) 

2.” It is impossible to run a 21st century economy with a 19th century bureaucracy using 18th century 

rules.”Critically analyze the statement in the light of fundamental changes the civil services need to 

bring out? (Issue related to Civil services & GS-4) 

3. Do you think India must reboot it bilateral relations with Nepal in order to push it Neighborhood first 

policy? (Foreign Affairs) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1. c 

Explanation: Particular white blood cells called CD14 are the primary target cells for Zika infection. The 

CD14 cells turn into another kind of white blood cells (macrophages) that swallow bacteria and viruses 

and keep the body healthy. But the researchers found that the Asian Zika virus strain was pushing the 

CD14 cell to become a kind of macrophage that suppresses the immune system. 

2.b 

Explanation: Bannerghatta National Park, near Bangalore, Karnataka, was founded in 1970 and declared 

as a national park in 1974. In 2002 a portion of the park, became a biological reserve, the Bannerghatta 

Biological Park. 

3.b 

Explanation: The cloud seeding experiment taken up at cost of 35 crore, called Project Varshadhari, 

began on Monday in Karnataka. This cloud seeding operation, a first in Magadi and Ramanagaram, aims 

to condense small water particles by clouds (size less than 10 microns) to droplets of 50 microns, which 

can constitute rains. 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

1. Article 13 of the Indian constitution: 

• Under Article 13, the term ‘law’ includes any “Ordinance, order, bye-law, rule, regulation, 

notification, custom or usage” having the force of law in India. The ‘laws in force’ include “laws 

passed or made by a Legislature or other competent authority in the territory of India before the 

commencement of this Constitution and not previously repealed.” The Supreme Court has 

observed that the Article 13 refers to a ‘legislative’ law (made by a legislature) and does not 

include a ‘constituent’ law (made to amend the Constitution). 



• It is through Article 13 that the Constitution prohibits the Parliament and the state legislatures 

from making laws that “may take away or abridge the fundamental rights” guaranteed to the 

citizens of the country. The provisions under Article 13 ensure protection of the fundamental 

rights and consider any law “inconsistent with or in derogation of the fundamental rights” as 

void. 

• The Article 13 provides a constitutional basis to judicial review since it gives the Supreme Court 

or High Courts the authority to interpret the pre-constitutional laws and decide whether they 

are in sync with the principles and values of the present Constitution. 

Article 13 and personal laws: 

A judicial declaration from a Constitution Bench under Article 13 that personal laws are liable to comply 

with the fundamental rights guaranteed by Constitution would bring religious law, even uncodified 

practices, under judicial review 

While the All India Muslim Personal Law Board ( AIMPLB) has argued that the Supreme Court does not 

have jurisdiction to strike down provisions of personal law, organisations calling for reform and Muslim 

women from various walks of life across the country have urged the court to declare triple talaq and 

polygamy as “un-Islamic”. 

In the context of constitutionality of triple talaq: 

In the past, courts have made discordant notes about the immunity enjoyed by personal laws. 

• In 1951, the Bombay High Court in State of Bombay versus Narasu Appa Mali held that personal 

law is not ‘law’ under Article 13. The judgment was never challenged in the Supreme Court. 

• In Ahmedabad Women Action Group versus Union of India , the Supreme Court was asked to 

consider that unilateral divorce by talaq and polygamy violated Articles 14 and 15. The court 

rejected the claim, saying it was for the legislature to determine. Whether this Constitution 

Bench will resolve the age-old dispute or leave it to the legislature to decide is to be seen. 

2. Context: It is impossible to run a 21st century economy with a 19th century bureaucracy using 18th 

century rules. The “New India” that is under way also needs independence from bad bureaucracy, not 

necessarily from all bureaucracy, for any state would need to be run by some set of rules, by some set of 

people — call them by any name we wish. 

Fundamental changes: The civil services need to bring about three fundamental changes------------- 

• First, specific clauses under All India Services and Central Services Conduct Rules have been 

invoked to sack officers on grounds of incompetence and/or corruption. The rules always 

existed in the rule book but this government has had the courage to use it in public interest and 

more will follow soon. The black sheep should be identified and sent home, with public 

opprobrium. 

• Second, lateral entry into the higher civil services should be welcomed but with some caveats. 

Lateral entry does open the risk and prospect of powerful corporate groups placing their men in 



key positions of government. However, when one looks at the serious lack of decision-making 

abilities or willingness in some of the government’s senior leadership, as also the existing 

allegiances of some in the system with groups outside government, on balance, lateral entry is 

indeed a necessary condition of good governance. 

• The third big step should be to infuse more and more technology into every touch point where a 

citizen interacts with the government. Today with the rise of artificial intelligence (AI), global 

technology leaders such as Ipsoft use virtual assistants to deliver citizens services in the U.K. and 

U.S. In the context of government service delivery, cognitive intelligence can deliver it with 

greater superiority, accuracy, consistency and at lower cost than humans can. 

Concluding thought: At 70, India needs independence from bad bureaucracy and inane processes and 

meaningless forms — not necessarily from “good” bureaucracy, which in every country, system and time 

has been the harbinger of positive change. 

3. Neighborhood first policy of India: The most significant initiative made by India's Narendra Modi 

regime is the focus on neighbouring countries and major Asian powers coupled with an emphasis on the 

two decades old Look East policy. Asia being the major focus area of his foreign policy, Modi and his 

Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj chose several Asian countries for their initial bilateral visits. He has 

made state visits to Bhutan and Nepal within the first one-hundred days of his government. Swaraj, too, 

would keep Thimpu, Bhutan, Dhaka, Bangladesh, Kathmandu, Nepal among top of her travel itineraries 

as foreign minister. 

Rebooting bilateral relations with Nepal: 

Once Nepal and India get past the era of interventionism as but a bad memory, the two can concentrate 

on the numerous matters that need concentration and resolution. 

• An important issue is the open border itself, which is a unique joint heritage of the two 

countries. While it is Nepal’s Left that has traditionally demanded restrictions on the border, the 

call now rises from the Indian security establishment. 

• As we speak, the Nepal plains are suffering from massive floods that have also affected 

downstream areas across the border. Besides the spread of settlements, a prime cause for the 

severity is that the Chure (Shivalik) hills have been gouged of rocks to build elevated roads and 

levees just south of the border, leading to inundation in Nepal. A permanent bilateral 

mechanism is required to save the plains population of Nepal from suffering, which is ongoing as 

this is written. 

• The impact of demonetisation and the application of Goods and Services Tax on Nepal’s 

economy and citizenry. Similarly, Kathmandu prefers not to discuss the fact that the Nepali 

rupee is pegged to the Indian rupee and what it means for the long run 

• The rights of migrant Indian labour in Nepal and Nepali labour in India is a topic that rarely 

comes up. 

• There are border disputes pending between the two countries — at Susta, Kalapani and the ‘tri-

junction’ of Lipulekh — but Kathmandu has been timid in raising these matters. 



• Nepal has since long planned to sell electricity to India once it has a hydropower surplus, and 

the completion of the much-delayed Dhalkebar-Muzaffarpur transmission line was supposed to 

facilitate that. But along comes an Indian government directive that it will not allow import of 

electricity other than from power companies with more than 51% Indian equity. 

• The arbitrary blockages and go-slow at Indian Customs at border points, the selective use of 

quarantine for the export of Nepali agricultural produce, the increasing high-handedness of the 

Sashastra Seema Bal (India’s frontier force in this sector) in dealing with Nepalis crossing over. 

Concluding remark: Due to domestic political instability more than anything else, over the years 

Kathmandu lost its confidence in dealing with the Dilli Durbar. With the self-assurance that comes from 

Nepal moving towards normalcy under its new Constitution, and with India seemingly changing gears on 

its Nepal policy, one hopes for a threshold of maturity in relations between South Asia’s oldest nation-

state and its largest democracy. 


