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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1. With reference to new metro policy 2017, which of the following statements is/are correct?(Current 

Affairs) 

I. Grant by Centre whereby 10% of Metro project cost will be provided by the Central government as 

lump sum amount. 

II. 50-50% Equity sharing model taken between the Centre and state. 

Select codes:  

a) I 

b)II 

c) I,II 

d) None of these 

2. World Honey Bee Day (WHBD) is observed on which day. (Current Affairs) 

a) Aug 18 

b) Aug 19 

c) Aug 20 

d) Aug 21 



3. The Tracking and Data Relay Satellite-M (TDRS-M) was launched recently by which international space 

agency? (Science and Technology) 

a) ISRO 

b) NASA 

c) European Space Agency (ESA) 

d) Russian Federal Space Agency (RFSA or Roscosmos)  

4. Ghantasala, famous for rare and reputed center for Buddhist sculptures is located in which state (Art 

and Culture) 

a) Andhra Pradesh 

b) Madhya Pradesh 

c) Tamilnadu 

d) Odisha 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1. Discuss the prospects and challenges of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in India? Do you think Indian 

employee need superior skill to cope up with the challenging demands of it? (Science and Tecnnology) 

2. Briefly enumerate the challenges Indian economy is countering while implementing GST (Goods and 

Services Tax) in recent times? (Indian Economy) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1.c 

2.b 

Explanation: To create awareness about Beekeeping and uses of its products including Honey, Tribal 

Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India Limited (TRIFED) is celebrating World Honey 

Bee Day (WHBD) on 19.08.2017 in the Country and on 18.08.2017 at all its Regional Offices and 43 

Retails Outlets spread in the country. 

3.b 

Explanation: Started in the early 1970's, the Tracking and Data Relay Satellite (TDRS) comprises the 

space segment of the Space Network. NASA Goddard Space Flight Center manages the development and 

operations of the TDRS satellites. 

4.a 



Explanation: Ghantasala is a village in Krishna district of the Indian state of Andhra Pradesh. It is 21 km 

west of Machilipatnam and 11 km east of river krishna .The largest city of this district, Vijaywada, is 

around 60 km away. It is a rare and reputed center for Buddhist sculptures. 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

 

1. AI (Artificial Intelligence): Artificial Intelligence (AI) has often been popularly envisaged in super-

smart humanoid robot form. In fact, it's more commonly implemented as behind-the-scenes algorithms 

that can process 'big' data to accomplish a range of relatively mundane tasks far more efficiently than 

humans can. 

Prospects of AI: 

• In the next 10 years technologies in narrow fields such as speech recognition will continue to 

improve and will reach human levels. In 10 years AI will be able to communicate with humans in 

unstructured English using text or voice, navigate (not perfectly) in an unprepared environment 

and will have some rudimentary common sense (and domain-specific intelligence). 

• It will recreate some parts of the human (animal) brain in silicon. The feasibility of this is 

demonstrated by tentative hippocampus experiments in rats . There are two major projects 

aiming for human brain simulation, CCortex and IBM Blue Brain. 

• There will be an increasing number of practical applications based on digitally recreated aspects 

human intelligence, such as cognition, perception, rehearsal learning, or learning by repetitive 

practice. 

• Robots take over everyones jobs . 

• The development of meaningful artificial intelligence will require that machines acquire some 

variant of human consciousness. Systems that do not possess self-awareness and sentience will 

at best always be very brittle. Without these uniquely human characteristics, truely useful and 

powerful assistants will remain a goal to achieve 

Challenges of AI: 

• The foremost factor is blockchain technology (also known as Distributed Ledger Technology) and 

its potential seismic impact on financial transactions across the globe. Blockchain technology has 

started sweeping the different areas of transactional finance, such as clearing, settlement, 

payments  

• Secondly, although it is still in its infancy, we know that there are many algorithmic trading 

systems used around the world in different streams of asset management.  

• The impact of automation and artificial intelligence on India’s $160 billion IT services industry is 

already being felt. Job growth is slowing. Specifically, the industry added 200,000 employees in 



FY2016 compared to 230,000 in FY2015. It is expected to add only 200,000 employees in 

FY2017: 

To cope-up with the challenges: 

• Indians must upskill in the IT sector to survive and this is increasingly acknowledged. But there 

are constraints that go beyond an over-emphasis on low-end technical services. 

• While the country is not an entrepreneurial epicenter for artificial intelligence, many of the 

executives who are a part of the ecosystem of over 170 AI startups point out that they face 

enormous staffing challenges. 

• There simply is not enough AI talent in the country as only 4% of AI professionals in India have 

worked on emerging technologies such as deep learning and neural networks and many 

companies require candidates to have a PhD in the field, which is even scarcer in India. 

• According to AI startup founders Subrat Parida and Navneet Gupta, they spend 40% of their 

time just looking for talented engineers and it is immensely difficult to find people with the right 

training and experience in AI. 

• India must address its shortage of engineers with training in machine learning, analytics, and 

robotics. However, the problems go beyond training. There is a particular mindset that is 

required as AI is a discovery-oriented and novel field that requires professionals with an 

appetite for research and experimentation. 

• Thus, the challenges experienced by Indian startups in AI are related to a deeper problem. But 

the threat posed by automation and artificial intelligence means that the greatest risk of all is 

not acting, not investing and not innovating in the technologies of the future. 

2. Context:  

In simple words, GST is an indirect tax levied on the supply of goods and services. GST Law has replaced 

many indirect tax laws that previously existed in India. 

Challenges countering while implementing GST: 

• So theoretically there is no doubt that GST vastly increases transparency and minimises rent 

seeking by the mammoth indirect tax bureaucracy at the Centre and States. However, the real 

test of GST lies in the way it is implemented. There is enough evidence collated by global 

economic research bodies which suggests that countries which implemented a somewhat 

flawed GST ended with little or no benefit in terms of higher economic growth and lower 

inflation.  

• In India’s case, for instance, just imagine if a standard GST rate of 18% is imposed on all manner 

of services such as education, health, construction contracts, restaurants and a host of online 

services to consumers, the cost of living would go up as services form a strong component of the 

Consumer Price Index. 

• Besides, India is a hub for smaller business to business online software service providers. They 

will all come under the new GST tax regime, increasing the cost of business in the service sector. 



However, it may lower the costs in the manufacturing sector where existing taxes are already 

very high. So there will be winners and losers and theoretically winners should outstrip losers. 

However, if not implemented properly there could be more losers than winners. This would be 

disastrous. 

• One visible flaw in the current GST framework is that two major revenue generating sectors are 

kept out of the tax net – liquor and petroleum. Petroleum sector generates over 40% of the 

current indirect taxes at the Centre and states. 

• Liquor is also a major source of excise revenues for the states. Incidentally, the liquor industry is 

also a major source of generating black money as a lot of it is sold without payment of excise 

duties. 

• A high indirect tax is inherently regressive as it charges the poor the same rate as it does the 

rich.  A low GST rate can still be justified on the ground that it is more affordable for the poor. 

But keeping such a huge sector, as petroleum , out of GST and treating it as a cash cow to 

generate revenues hurts the poor the most.  

• So a flawed GST can be politically counter-productive. Many economists who favour the GST 

also admit there is a political risk involved in which technocrats are unable to come up with solid 

predictions; as many countries which have implemented some form of GST got  mixed results 

with several macroeconomic variables such inflation going up in the initial years. 

• This is an honest admission that the GST we are implementing could be flawed and major 

correctives may have to be taken in future. It would, therefore, be a mistake to treat GST as a 

panacea for all the ills confronting our economy. 


