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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1. With reference to FASTag,electronic payment device,which of the following statements is/are 

correct?(Current Affaies) 

I. FASTag is an electronic toll collection system in India, operated by the National Highway Authority of 

India. 

II. FASTag program is part of National Electronic Toll Collection (NETC) initiative rolled out by NPCI. 

Select codes: 

a) I 

b) II 

c) I, II 

d) None of these 

2. Pangong Tso lake is located at------- (Indian Geography) 

a) Ladakh 

b) Dras 

c) Srinagar 

d) None of these. 



3. Human Rights Watch is an international non-governmental organization that conducts research and 

advocacy on human rights located in which nation. (International Organization) 

a) Finland 

b) U.K 

c) U.S 

d) Sweden 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1. State whether in recent times India is lagging behind its diplomacy in the global arena? Critically 

comment (Foreign Affairs) 

2. Discuss the salient features of proposed Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains 

(Amendment) Bill, 2017. (Culture and Heritage) 

 

 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1.c 

Explanation: FASTag is a simple to use, reloadable tag which enables automatic deduction of toll charges 

and lets you pass through the toll plaza without stopping for the cash transaction. FASTag program is 

part of National Electronic Toll Collection (NETC) initiative rolled out by NPCI under the guidelines of 

NHAI and IHMCL. 

2.a 

Explanation: Pangong Tso lake is located at Ladakh. 

3.c 

Explanation: Human Rights Watch is an international non-governmental organization that conducts 

research and advocacy on human rights located in U.S.A. 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

Q1.Context: India’s diplomatic establishment is all too aware of the political history and economics of the 

Asian region. Under Prime Minister Modi, diplomatic styles have changed but it would seem that the 

substance has altered little. 



Assertive China: India has, however, refused to be inveigled by China’s blandishments, including the BRI. 

Nor has it flinched from standing up to Chinese ‘bullying’, as in the recent instance of the Doklam 

plateau in Bhutan. Few other countries in Asia are, however, willing or in a position to tangle with China. 

A divided ASEAN again has provided China with an opportunity to demonstrate its economic and military 

muscle 

Hostile Pakistan: In the case of Pakistan, the implosion of the state arising from its internal stresses and 

problems, together with the virtual standoff between India and Pakistan (involving a total cessation of 

talks or any kind of worthwhile contacts), has enabled the Pakistani Deep State to further entrench 

itself. India has been left with few options and this is leading to a diplomatic gridlock which does not 

augur well for India. 

An uncertain South Asian: . Most countries in the region also demonstrate a desire to join China-based 

initiatives. Even in South Asia, despite India’s commanding presence, China has been successful in 

winning quite a few friends among India’s neighbours such as Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka and the 

Maldives. 

Fadeout in West Asia: 

India’s absence from, and its inability to play a role in, West Asia, even as the region confronts a split 

down the line between the Arab and the non-Arab world is unfortunate. More so, there is the possibility 

of a series of confrontations between an increasingly powerful Shiite Iran and a weakening Saudi Arabia. 

The most recent challenge is the one posed by Qatar to the existing order in the West Asian region. The 

fallout of all this will impact India adversely and Indian diplomacy’s inability to make its presence felt will 

matter. An additional concern for India would be that growing uncertainties in the region could further 

fuel radical Islamist terror in the region. 

Concluding remark: What Indian diplomacy currently needs to do is to find a way to steer amid an 

assertive China, a hostile Pakistan, an uncertain South Asian and West Asian neighbourhood, and an 

unstable world. The strategic and security implications of these, individually and severally, need to be 

carefully validated and pursued. Indian diplomacy may possibly need to display still higher levels of 

sophistication to overcome the odds. 

Q2. The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains (Amendment) Bill, 2017 was 

introduced in Lok Sabha on July 18, 2017 by the Minister of Tourism and Culture, Dr. Mahesh Sharma.  

The Bill amends the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958.  

Construction in ‘prohibited areas’: The Act defines a ‘prohibited area’ as an area of 100 meters around a 

protected monument or area.  The central government can extend the prohibited area beyond 100 

meters.  The Act does not permit construction in such prohibited areas, except under certain conditions.  

The Act also prohibits construction in ‘prohibited areas’ even if it is for public purposes.  

The Bill amends this provision to permit construction of public works in ‘prohibited areas’ for public 

purposes. 



Definition of ‘public works’: The Bill introduces a definition for ‘public works’, which includes the 

construction of any infrastructure that is financed and carried out by the central government for public 

purposes.  This infrastructure must be necessary for public safety and security and must be based on a 

specific instance of danger to public safety.  Also, there should be no reasonable alternative to carrying 

out construction in the prohibited area. 

Procedure for seeking permission for public works: As per the Bill, the relevant central government 

department, that seeks to carry out construction for public purposes in a prohibited area, should make 

an application to the competent authority.  

Impact assessment of proposed public works: The Bill empowers the National Monuments Authority to 

consider an impact assessment of the proposed public works in a prohibited area, including its (i) 

archaeological impact; (ii) visual impact; and (iii) heritage impact.  

The Authority will make a recommendation, for construction of public works to the central government, 

only if it is satisfied that there is no reasonable possibility of moving the construction outside the 

prohibited area. 

 


