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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1. Which Article of Indian Constitution assures the citizens of India the right to a healthy environment? 

(Indian Polity) 

a) Article 19 

b) Article 21 

c) Both a&b 

d) None of these. 

2. Which principles that explains why the sex ratio of most species that produce offspring through sexual 

reproduction is approximately 1:1 between males and females? (General Science) 

a) Mendel principle 

b) Fisher Principle 

c) Hugo De Vries principle 

d) Hamilton principle  

3. According to the first-ever synchronized all-India Elephant Population Estimation (Census) in 2017, the 

state which has highest number elephants-(Biodiversity) 

a) Kerala 

b) Assam 



c) Karnataka 

d) Tamil Nadu 

4. The Takla Makan desert is located in which of the following nations? (World Geography) 

a) China 

b) Afghnistan 

c) Uzbekistan 

d) Mongolia  

5. According to the Global Liveability Report compiled by the Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU), which is 

the most liveable city in the world.(Current Affairs) 

a) Melbourne 

b)  Sydney 

c) Vienna 

d) Helsinki 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1. Do you think that privatizing the public health care is the right path for inclusive growth agenda? Also 

highlight how to make market-based health care more affordable? (Social Security) 

2. Current exploration of shale gas in USA can be an answer to India’s long energy crisis. Critically 

comment. (International Relations) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1.b 

Explanation: Article 21 of Indian Constitution assures the citizens of India the right to a healthy 

environment. 

2.b 

Explanation: Fisher's principle is an evolutionary model that explains why the sex ratio of most species 

that produce offspring through sexual reproduction is approximately 1:1 between males and females.  

3.c 



Explanation: According to the report, released by the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate 

Change on August 12, Karnataka has the highest number of elephants (6,049), followed by Assam 

(5,719) and Kerala (3,054). 

4.a 

Explanation: The Takla Makan occupies the central part of the Tarim Basin in the Uygur Autonomous 

Region of Xinjiang, western China. 

5.a 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

Q1.Privatisation of Public Health care and Inclusiveness: A privatised system can also provide better 

nursing and allied services. It can provide better facilities for attendants and other care-givers. Patients 

and their relatives are not pushed around, neglected and ignored. Such care may also provide patients 

with a choice of convenient timings, treatments and costs, though these factors can be limited in both 

private and public sector settings. 

Inclusive growth means economic growth that creates employment opportunities and helps in reducing 

poverty. It means having access to essential services in health and education by the poor. 

The economically deprived are bound to suffer in a private health system.The public sector provides 

limited services and charity encourages inefficiency and dependency. But knowing this does not help 

one overcome a feeling of helplessness and guilt when seeing a needy patient with a curable illness 

suffering because of the absence of a sincere social welfare system.Privatisation has also encouraged 

unhealthy competition among the groups involved, since the objective is not only to earn, but to earn 

more than others. 

Strategies for making market-based health care more affordable: 

The standard assumption in this regard is that for-profit health care works against the interests of the 

poor by making health care more expensive. So various regulations aimed mostly at reducing the profits 

of health-care investors and lowering the costs to consumers are imposed on investors. Unfortunately, 

these regulations, by denying investors the opportunity to make profits by providing health care, 

actually end up making health care more unaffordable. An investor facing a swathe of regulations 

capping his returns, for instance, has very little incentive to set up hospitals, produce life-saving drugs, 

or invest in medical education. This, in fact, works against the interests of the poor by reducing the 

supply of health care and increasing its price. The only real way to make health care affordable then is to 

increase its supply sufficiently, which in turn will lead to lower prices. This can only be achieved when 

health care is deregulated and investors are allowed to seek profits in an honest manner. In fact, this is 

how any good or service gets cheaper over time. As more investments are made into a sector in search 

of profits, the increased supply leads to lower prices for consumers and lower returns for investors. 



Concluding remark:  

It is no wonder then that goods such as cell phones and cars, which are considered luxuries and thus left 

to the market, have become affordable to a larger population over time. At the same time, health care 

has largely remained unaffordable to the vast majority of people. 

Q2. Context: 

If America allows shale gas exports to India, it will not only help address the country's energy needs and 

strengthen bilateral relationship, but also end up being a game changer for the US interests in the Asia-

Pacific region, say experts. 

India is heavily dependent on coal. So from a climate change point of view as well, getting cleaner gas 

from the United States I think will help enormous. 

Currently, India competes with China and Japan for buying LNG from Qatar and Australia. India is talking 

to Iran for a gas pipeline"If we were able to export gas to India, if we can find an economically viable and 

environmentally clear mechanism, it would do three things. 

 

It would create economic opportunity in the US through exports, it would reduce India's dependence on 

the Middle East for gas, and also build a more strategic relationship based on their desire for energy 

independence. 

Energy crisis situation in India: 

An energy crisis is any significant bottleneck in the supply of energy resources to an economy. In popular 

literature, it often refers to one of the energy sources used at a certain time and place, in particular 

those that supply national electricity grids or those used as fuel in vehicles. 

Industrial development and population growth have led to a surge in the global demand for energy in 

recent years. In the 2000s, this new demand — together with Middle East tension, the falling value of 

the U.S. dollar, dwindling oil reserves, concerns over peak oil, and oil price speculation — triggered the 

2000s energy crisis, which saw the price of oil reach an all-time high of $147.30 a barrel in 2008. 

Way forward: 

Shale gas imports from the US are expected to be a cost-effective fuel source for fertilizer and power 

producers who are not able to operate at full capacity for want of clean fuel from domestic sources. 

Shale gas imports will be from the two blocks in which India’s state-owned GAIL (India) Ltd recently 

acquired—Eagle Ford and Dominion Cove—and once the imports start, will bring in six million tonnes a 

year, the person cited above said. 

India had been in talks with the US for the imports of shale gas, but was hampered by a US stipulation 

that limited US shale exports to countries with which it had a free trade agreement (FTA). 


