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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1. Tsongmo Lake or Changu Lake, is a glacial lake was of late in news. In which of the followings states is 

it located? (Indian Geography) 

a) Assam 

b) Arunachal Pradesh 

c) Sikkim 

d) Meghalaya 

2. With reference to International Maritime Search and Rescue Exercise (IMMSAREX), which of the 

following statements is/are correct?(Current Affairs) 

I. The exercise will occur under the aegis of the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS). 

II. It will be chaired by the Chinese People’s Liberation Army-Navy (PLAN) in Indian Ocean. 

Select codes: 

a) I 

b) II 

c) I, II 

d) None of these 

3. Acute encephalitis syndrome (AES) is caused by which type of virus (General Science) 

a) Flavivirus 



b) Retrovirus 

c) Rotavirus 

d) HPV (Human papillomavirus) 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1. State whether a “minor” sexual offence such as stalking is depriving us of our fundamental right to 

occupy public space without fear? Critically comment. (Gender issues and Governances) 

2. Briefly enumerate the reasons for US-North Korea stand-off?  Do you think the stringent sanctions 

against North-Korea will defuse the heightened tensions between the U.S and North-Korea? 

(International Relations) 

3. Discuss various guidelines by the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) for systematic and 

coordinated management of landslide hazards. In this light also highlight different recommendations for 

mitigating the risk associated with it. (Disaster management) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1.c 

Explanation: Tsongmo Lake or Changu Lake, is a glacial lake  located in east Sikkim. 

2.a 

Explanation: It will be chaired by the Bangladesh Navy in Indian Ocean. 

3.a 

Explanation: Acute encephalitis syndrome (AES) is caused by flavivirus. 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

Q1. Context: Data from the National Crime Records Bureau show that there has been a rise in stalking 

registered since the provision was introduced through the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013; from 

4,700 cases in 2014 to 6,227 in 2015. Despite rising numbers, the conversation on sexual violence in 

India continues to be centred on rape. Given the involvement of high-profile individuals in this incident, 

an often-trivialised form of violence against women has suddenly taken centre-stage. 

 



As a legal offence: It took mass outrage and public pressure after the Nirbhaya gang rape in Delhi in 

2012 to compel the government to recognise the varied dimensions of sexual violence against women. 

Apart from expanding the scope of rape and penalising voyeurism and eve-teasing, the 2013 

Amendment also defined and recognised stalking as a standalone offence. Section 354-D of the IPC 

makes both physical and electronic stalking an offence. Here, under subsection 1, the intention of the 

perpetrator is irrelevant as long as the woman in question “has clearly expressed her disinterest”. 

Subsection 2 criminalises the monitoring of a woman’s online behaviour. 

 

Way forward: Had these series of events not involved politicians and bureaucrats, it is likely that neither 

the criminal justice system nor the media would have acted. The reality is that while rape is a heinous 

crime, it is not the only form of sexual violence women in India face. So-called “minor” sexual offences 

such as stalking, voyeurism and eve-teasing in effect deprive us of our fundamental right to occupy 

public space without fear. The Chandigarh incident gives us an opportunity to broaden our narrative on 

sexual violence and it’s about time we start recognising the multitudes of infractions as a part of it. 

Q2. Reasons for stand-off: 

• Although hostility between the two countries remains largely a product of Cold War politics, 

there were earlier conflicts and animosity between the U.S. and Korea. In the mid-19th century 

Korea closed its border to Western trade. In the General Sherman incident, which took place in 

1866, Korean forces attacked a U.S. gunboat sent to negotiate a trade treaty and killed its crew, 

after fire from both sides because it defied instructions from Korean officials. A U.S. retribution 

attack, the Shinmiyangyo, followed. 

• Korea and the U.S. ultimately established trade relations in 1882. Relations soured again in 1905 

when the U.S. negotiated peace at the end of the Russo-Japanese War. Japan persuaded the 

U.S. to accept Korea as part of Japan's sphere of influence, and the United States did not protest 

when Japan annexed Korea five years later. Korean nationalists unsuccessfully petitioned the 

United States to support their cause at the Versailles Treaty conference under Woodrow 

Wilson's principle of national self-determination. 

• The North's nuclear aspirations date from the 1960s and are consistent with the regime's desire 

for political and military autonomy in the face of opposition not only from its traditional 

enemies such as the United States, Japan and South Korea, but also over the objections of its 

historical partners such as China and Russia. 



• Since coming to power in late 2011, Kim Jong-un's priorities have been focused consistently on 

two simple objectives of military modernization and delivering economic prosperity for the 

North Korean public. 

Slapping sanctions against North-Korea: 

• Importing coal, seafood, iron and iron ore, lead and lead ore from North Korea is banned 

• Countries cannot receive new North Korean workers 

• No new joint ventures with North Korean entities or individuals 

• No new investment in existing joint ventures 

• More individuals targeted with travel bans and assets freezes 

• Member states to report to the UN Security Council within 90 days on how they have 

implemented resolution 

Chances of defusing the heightened tensions between the U.S and North-Korea: 

They resorted to sanctions and war games in the region to weaken and intimidate North Korea even 

after the futility of such methods became clear. Sanctions work only in a country where the rulers are 

responsive to their people through some political process, not in a totalitarian regime whose primary 

goal is its own survival. If Mr. Trump continues to tread the same track, it could also push the world into 

a major conflict, putting the lives of millions on the line. It’s time for Mr. Trump to change course and 

take the road less travelled, but the only promising route currently available: direct negotiations with 

Pyongyang. 

Q3. Guidelines:  

In the guidelines by NDMA, the following nine major areas have been identified for systematic and 

coordinated management of landslide hazards------------- 

• Landslide hazard, vulnerability, and risk assessment; 

• Multi-hazard conceptualization; 

• Landslide remediation practice; 

• Research and development, monitoring and early warning; 

• Knowledge network and management; 

• Capacity building and training; 

• Public awareness and education; 

• Emergency preparedness and response; 

• Regulation and enforcement.  

 



Recommendations for mitigating the peril: 

• Developing and continuously updating the inventory of landslide incidences affecting the 

country. 

• Landslide hazard zonation mapping in macro and meso scales after identification and 

prioritization of the areas in consultation with the Border Roads Organization, state 

governments and local communities. 

• Taking up pilot projects in different regions of the country with a view to carry out detailed 

studies and monitoring of select landslides to assess their stability status and estimate risk. 

• Setting pace setter examples for stabilization of slides and also setting up early warning systems 

depending on the risk evaluation and cost-benefit ratio. 

• Complete site specific studies of major landslides and plan treatment measures, and encourage 

state governments to continue these measures. 

• Setting up of institutional mechanisms for generating awareness and preparedness about 

landslide hazard among various stakeholders. 

• Enhancing landslide education, training of professionals and capacity development of 

organizations working in the field of landslide management. 

• Capacity development and training to make the response regime more effective. 

• Development of new codes and guidelines on landslide studies and revision of existing ones. 

• Establishment of an autonomous national centre for landslide research, studies and 

management. 

 

Efficacy in managing landslides and avalanches in the country is expected to improve substantially after 

all these action points have been addressed on a priority basis with a sense of urgency and duly backed 

by requisite operational, legal, institutional, and financial support. 
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