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DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1. Who are the Lingayats and state whether their demands for a separate minority religion status is 

justified? (Art and Culture) 

2. Swacch Bharat Mission, in order to achieve vision for a clean nation— it needs clear policies and 

investments in the right systems. Critically comment. (Social Issues) 

3. Briefly discuss about NITI AAYOG’s energy draft policy?State whether it has undermined the impact 

on health by energy choices?(Health and Environment issues) 

MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1. Tyavarekoppa Lion sanctuary is located in which state? (Bio-diversity) 

a) Telangana 

b) Andhra Pradesh 

c) Karnataka 

d) Kerala 

2. With reference to Banking Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 2017,which of the following statements 

is/are correct.(Indian Economy) 

I. The bill seeks to amend the Banking Regulation Act, 1949. 

II. It gives powers to the Ministry of Finance to ask any bank to initiate insolvency proceedings and give 

directions for resolution of stressed assets. 

Select codes: 

a) I 

b)II 

c) I,II 

d) None of these 



 

 

3. Guam island is located in which of the following oceans. (World Geography) 

a) Pacific Ocean 

b) Atlantic Ocean 

c) Indian Ocean 

d) Antarctica Ocean 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

Q1.Lingayat: Lingayatism is a distinct Shaivite religious tradition in India. Its worship is centered on 

Hindu god Shiva as the universal god in the iconographic form of Ishtalinga. The adherents of this faith 

are known as Lingayats. Lingayatism was founded by the 12th-century philosopher and statesman 

Basava and spread by his followers, called Sharanas. Lingayatism emphasizes qualified monism and 

bhakti (loving devotion) to Shiva, with philosophical foundations similar to those of the 11th–12th-

century South Indian philosopher Ramanuja. 

Demand for separate religious minority community: 

• The Lingayats, a numerically and politically strong community of Karnataka, want to be 

categorised as a religious group separate from Hindus. 

• Followers of the 12th century social reformer-philosopher-poet Basaveshwara who defied the 

caste system and Vedic rituals, they argue that the premise of this rebellion was rooted in 

opposition to the established Hindu order. 

• Though Lingayats worship Shiva, they say the concept of ‘Ishta Linga’ (personal god) and rules of 

conduct prescribed by Basaveshwara cannot be equated to the Hindu way of life.  

• On the other hand, those opposed to the re-categorisation, including sections in the community, 

say the rebellion was reformist, like the Bhakti movement, and not aimed at breaking away from 

the Hindu fold. 

• Hinduism is a culture which evolved during the Indus Valley civilization while Veerashaivas have 

different practices as compared to the ‘feudalistic’ practices of the Indus valley culture. 

• Like Jainism and Buddhism, even Veerashaivas came out of Hindu religion, this is the reason why 

Veerashaivas and Hindus are different. 

Q2. Swacch Bharat Mission: The objectives of Swachh Bharat are to reduce or eliminate open 

defecation through the construction of individual, cluster and community toilets. The Swachh Bharat 

mission will also make an initiative of establishing an accountable mechanism of monitoring latrine 

use.The government is aiming to achieve an Open-Defecation Free (ODF) India by 2 October 2019, the 

150th anniversary of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi, by constructing 12 million toilets in rural India, at a 

projected cost of 1.96 lakh crore (US$30 billion). 



 

 

Clear policies and investments in the right systems: 

• There is data from undivided Andhra Pradesh to show that household latrines built before the 

current Swachh programme lapsed into disuse because many rural households did not have a 

water source. The newer ones may meet the same fate without access to water. Also, Dalit 

houses tend to have lower coverage, hinting at structural difficulties in accessing schemes. Rural 

housing also needs stronger policy support, without which it cannot wipe out the deficit of 

about 60 million units that are needed to plan for universal toilet access.  

• In the Centre’s assessment, Bihar, Jammu and Kashmir, Odisha, Uttar Pradesh and Telangana 

have particularly failed to upgrade rural sanitation, while Sikkim, Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, 

Uttarakhand, Haryana and Gujarat have exceeded the goals. Given the substantial funding 

available from the Centre, State governments cannot have a convincing reason for a poor 

record. 

• The Union Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation, which has introduced a new district-level 

ranking, should persuade the more backward States to bring about infrastructure 

improvements. 

• Yet, total Swachh will remain elusive, because even urban India has no comprehensive waste 

management plan, leave alone the less affluent rural areas. Nearly 60% of sewage generated in 

the cities currently flows untreated into rivers, waterways, lakes and the sea. The rules on 

segregation of waste remain on paper even in the bigger cities. It is now left to environmentally 

conscious citizens to adopt green practices, compost and sort their waste. 

Q3. NITI AAYOG’s energy draft policy:  

• It lays greater emphasis on solar energy and natural gas for the country’s energy mix. 

• The policy will also try to address air quality concerns. However, the concerns addressed will be 

specific to India and not just air quality concerns being talked about across the world. 

• Another key feature in the energy policy will be the government’s attempt to provide universal 

electricity and provision of clean cooking fuel. 

• Besides the energy policy, the NITI Aayog will also begin work on a New Energy Data Agency. 

Impact on health by energy choices: 

In the document, there are 14 references to health, of which only five relate to public health in the 

context of household cooking fuel. The rest are analogies to describe the health of the coal sector and 

discoms. The World Health Organisation (WHO) reports that air pollution is the number one 

environmental health risk. In 2012, about three million premature deaths were attributable to ambient 

air pollution. The cumulative toll in terms of illness and impairment is likely to be greater. 

According to environmental health researchers, children represent the subgroup of the population most 

affected by air pollution and will be the primary beneficiaries of policies to reduce fossil fuel emissions. 

Moreover, research has also established links between public health and a nation’s economic growth. 

The estimated cost of ambient air pollution in terms of the value of lives lost and ill health in OECD 



 

 

(Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) countries, India and China is more than 

$3.5 trillion annually. Similarly, a joint study by the World Bank and the Institute for Health Metrics and 

Evaluation found that the aggregate cost of premature deaths due to air pollution was more than $5 

trillion worldwide in 2013 alone.  

Concluding remark: Given that every sector’s decisions, including the energy sector, can have 

repercussions on determinants of health, the WHO’s Health in All Policies (HiAP) framework was 

established wherein health considerations are made in policymaking across different sectors, such as 

power, transport, agriculture and housing, that could influence health. In keeping with HiAP, the Health 

and Family Welfare Ministry (MHFW) established a steering committee with the aim to garner multi-

sectoral commitment to address the issue of air pollution in India. 

Vision documents like the National Energy Policy have to strive to minimise the unavoidable health 

impacts of energy production, and their associated health costs, especially given the policy’s stated 

objectives of sustainability and economic growth. The policy should include a health impact assessment 

framework to weigh the health hazards and health costs associated with the entire life cycle of existing 

and future energy projects and technologies. For instance, there is no method under the current policy 

regime, as proposed by the NITI Aayog, to evaluate the health impacts of coal’s contribution to mercury 

and fine particulate pollution, or the risk of radiation with envisaged increase in nuclear power, or the 

occupational exposures to silica and cadmium during photovoltaic panel manufacturing. 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1.c 

Explanation: Tyavarekoppa Lion sanctuary is located in Karnataka. 

2.a 

Explanation: It gives powers to the RBI to ask any bank to initiate insolvency proceedings and give 

directions for resolution of stressed assets. 

3.a 

Explanation: Guam Island is located in Pacific Ocean and controlled by U.S. 
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