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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1. The famous Kuldip Nayar vs Union of India & Ors case of late was in discussion; it is related to – 

(Indian Polity) 

a) Secrecy in open ballot system 

b) Cow-protection law 

c) Whistle blowers Act 

d) Domestic violence Act 

2. With reference to GCC (Gulf Cooperation Council), which of the following statements is/are not 

correct? (International Organization) 

I. Its member states are Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates. 

II. The Charter of the Gulf Cooperation Council was signed on 25 May 1980, formally establishing the 

institution. 

Select codes: 

a) I 

b) II 

c) I, II 

d) None of these 

3. India’s first private missile production facility is established at----- (Current Affairs) 

a) Nagpur 

b) Kottayam 

c) Hyderabad 

d) Thane 



 

 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1. Do you think it is high time to enact an anti –lynching law in India? How it can safeguard the interests 

of minorities? (Governance and Social Issues) 

2. Should NOTA (none of the above) be an option in a State Assembly vote for the Rajya Sabha? Critically 

analyze your answer in the context of Anti-Defection law of India? (Indian Polity) 

3. State whether Indian foreign policy of late has been changed from peace centric approach to a 

security centric one? Critically comment. (Foreign Affairs) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1. a 

Explanation: In the writ petition, there is a further challenge to the amendments in Sections 59, 94 and 

128 of the RP Act, 1951 by which Open Ballet System is introduced which, according to the petitioner, 

violates the principle of 'secrecy' which, according to the petitioner, is the essence of free and fair 

elections as also the voter's freedom of expression which is the basic feature of the Constitution and the 

subject matter of the fundamental right under Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution. 

2. b 

Explanation: The Charter of the Gulf Cooperation Council was signed on 25 May 1981, formally 

establishing the institution. 

3. c 

Explanation: India’s first private sector missile sub-systems manufacturing facility, a joint venture 

between the $2.5 billion Kalyani Group and Israel’s Rafael Advanced Defence Systems Ltd., was 

inaugurated near Hyderabad . 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

Q1. Need of the hour:  

• The groundswell of public disgust at the lynchings crystallised under the banner of the National 

Campaign Against Mob Lynching (NCAML), which has initiated a campaign for a law against mob 

lynching. Also known as ‘Masuka’, short for Manav Suraksha Kanoon (law to protect humans), a 

draft of the proposed legislation is currently up on the Internet, awaiting suggestions from the 

public. 

• The primary argument of the activists and lawyers advocating an anti-lynching law is that it fills a 

void in our criminal jurisprudence. It is true that at present there is no law that criminalises mob 

killings. The Indian Penal Code has provisions for unlawful assembly, rioting, and murder but 

nothing that takes cognisance of a group of people coming together to kill (a lynch mob). 



 

 

• It is possible, under Section 223 (a) of the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC), to prosecute 

together two or more people accused of the same offence committed in the course of the 

“same transaction”. But the provision falls far short of an adequate legal framework for 

prosecuting lynch mobs. 

• The NCAML’s draft Protection from Lynching Act, 2017 defines, for the first time in Indian legal 

history, the terms ‘lynching’, ‘mob’ and ‘victim’ of mob lynching. It makes lynching a non-

bailable offence, criminalises dereliction of duty by a policeman, criminalises incitement on 

social media, and stipulates that adequate compensation be paid, within a definite time frame, 

to victims and survivors. It also guarantees a speedy trial and witness protection. 

Safeguarding the interest of minorities: 

It is understandable that in a climate of majoritarianism, any political mobilisation for the protection of 

minorities would be anxious about the bogey of minority appeasement. It could even mean that an anti-

lynching Bill stands less chance of making it through Parliament. But then, a truly ‘civil’ society should 

feel no hesitation in demanding that the state protect its minorities because protection of minorities is 

one of the biggest responsibilities of any democracy. The UN has a Special Rapporteur for minority 

issues precisely because it recognises that “minorities in all regions of the world continue to face serious 

threats”. 

Concluding remark: 

The draft anti-lynching law needs to be revised to incorporate these key elements of the Anti-Communal 

Violence Bill. Second, the demand for an anti-lynching law needs to be buttressed by a parallel campaign 

for police reforms. All said and done, even the best of laws can achieve little in the face of a law 

enforcement machinery primed to do the bidding of its political masters. 

Q2. Introduction: 

Following the Gujarat Assembly secretary’s statement that the “NOTA” option will be available on the 

ballot paper in the Rajya Sabha election next week, both the Congress and the Bharatiya Janata Party 

have sought to convince the Supreme Court and the Election Commission that MLAs should not have 

this option. 

Argument in favor of NOTA------------------ 

• The Supreme Court refused to stay the process to allow NOTA, saying that the provision has 

been in place since April 2014 after a direction by the EC. 

• It is important to note that open ballots are used in the Rajya Sabha elections. These elections 

follow a proportional representation system based on the single transferable vote, unlike the 

general elections to the Lok Sabha, which are conducted with secret ballots (or votes) and based 

on the first-past-the-post principle. 

• The idea behind the use of NOTA is to allow the voter to register a “protest” vote if none of the 

candidates is acceptable to her for whatever reason. 



 

 

• While NOTA votes are tallied, the candidate with the highest number of votes polled is declared 

elected irrespective of the NOTA total. 

• NOTA was also in use in 13 countries, including the United States, France, Brazil, Bangladesh, 

Sweden and Spain. It observed that in Indian Parliament also, voting machines had three 

choices: Ayes, Noes and Abstain. 

Argument in against of NOTA-------------------- 

• In the case of the Rajya Sabha elections, the vote allows for the preferential ordering of 

candidates. If an MLA chooses NOTA, the vote is rendered ineffective. 

• In principle, the presence of the NOTA option for the legislator allows the possibility of a protest 

vote against the party high command for choosing candidates who are not agreeable to her, 

without having to choose candidates from opposing parties. 

• The polls are held by means of a single, transferable vote, and the candidates reaching the 

requisite number are declared elected. “If a candidate from a party exercises the NOTA option, 

the total votes will go down, 

• This can benefit a candidate from another party, in case MLAs from that party vote for their 

official candidate, neither abstaining nor exercising the NOTA option. 

• Political scientist Yogendra Yadav said the exercise of NOTA would be more a sign of an MLA 

being disgruntled with his party leadership or not supporting the official candidate. “It’s nothing 

more than transferring the logic of NOTA for an ordinary voter to MLAs.” 

In the context of Anti-Defection law in India: 

• The impact of the decision of MLAs to exercise the NOTA (none-of-the-above) option in 

elections to the Rajya Sabha will be the same as that of an abstention. 

• Nor does it attract the anti-defection law, though it can be a sign that an MLA is disgruntled with 

his party leadership or official candidate. 

• The party high command can issue a whip for a Rajya Sabha candidate, but anti-defection law 

provisions do not apply, and a defiant MLA is not disqualified from membership of the House. 

The Supreme Court has in the past held that open ballot votes in Rajya Sabha elections against 

the whip will not lead to disqualification as the Tenth Schedule, pertaining to anti-defection 

provisions, has a different purpose. 

Q3. Introduction: 

There is no single yardstick to measure foreign policy successes and failures but the absence of crises is 

broadly viewed as a sound criterion. India’s foreign policy of late has come under sharp public scrutiny 

— especially the direction in which it is moving. 

Changing Approach: 

• Broadly speaking, Indian foreign policy relied on its deep resources of wisdom and inner 

strength based on a percept of it being a civilizational state, that was reflected in its 



 

 

international conduct. To that effect, foreign policy has been driven by peace rather than 

security. It gave India a global persona of benign international influence. 

• There is a marked divergence from that position. Priority to security has distorted India’s image 

vis-à-vis its neighbours — especially when policies are pursued through the precolonial security-

centric “zero-sum” or “frontier mindset” or even from a Cold War political prism. In fact, this 

approach has failed to stop China’s influence in India’s neighbourhood despite the 

“neighbourhood-first policy” 

 

• Seventy years is not a short period for India to come up with a sound and clear statecraft device. 

Yet we see a clear lack of finesse in India’s approach, more so when the world has moved away 

from a bilateral to a multilateral context. 

• In our pursuit to gain great power status, we have slipped into apathy in transforming our old 

arrangements with smaller neighbours like Bhutan and Nepal. Instead of developing India as a 

regional economic hub, we are turning it into a fortress by overemphasizing on border security. 

Way forward: 

• A better option to probe future ties would be to return to the strategic fundamentals. A good 

example to emulate is the top-down waterfall approach espoused by Russia and China to lower 

tensions between them. 

• At the same time, India need not see China as an object of disdain in perpetuity — a narrative 

often sold by the West. An honest attempt to build a new paradigm of India-China trust 

grounded on the shared historical and cultural awareness, as also on the collective wisdom of 

ordinary citizens on both sides, may prove to be more effective. 

• For India to emerge as a global power of any reckoning, it has to start realizing that a narrow 

tactical pursuit devoid of strategic thinking will lead to nowhere. 

• We need to reframe our terms of relationship with China; rethink our own posture; rescue 

ourselves from experiencing a delusion of grandeur and instead persevere to emerge as a 

confident and aspiring regional power. 

• Of course, one cannot judge foreign policy on the ephemeral flux of events only. What is seen as 

success today may turn out to be blunder tomorrow. Also, foreign policy failures may not always 

be the consequences of a botched-up diplomacy; it can be the result of a misplaced and 

impractical pursuit of goals. 

 


