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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1. With reference to Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZs),which of the followings statements is/are 

correct?(Ecology and Environment) 

I. It is otherwise known as Ecologically Fragile Areas (EFAs). 

II. The purpose of declaring ESZs is to create some kind of “shock absorbers” to the protected areas by 

regulating and managing the activities around such areas 

Select codes: 

a) I 

b)II 

c) I,II 

d) None of these 

2. Which of the following states declared coconut palm tree as it’s ‘state tree’?(Current Affairs) 

a) Kerala 

b) Tamil nadu 

c) Goa 

d) None of these 

3. With reference to China-Pakistan Economic Corridor(CPEC),which of the following statements is/are 

correct.(International Affairs) 

I. The project is a crown jewel of China's One Belt, One Road (OBOR) initiative. 

II.It connects Bejing, China to the Arabian Sea port of Gwadar of Pakistan. 

Select codes: 

a) I 



 

 

b) II 

c) I, II 

d) None of these 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1. Does the law in India recognize privacy as a human right?Do you think it can be replaced by data 

protection Act?(Governance and Indian Polity) 

2. State whether political parties are brought under the purview of RTI Act 2005.In this light also share 

your view on how it can enhance finance transparency and accountability in the working of political 

parties?(Indian Polity) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1. c 

Explanation: Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZs) or Ecologically Fragile Areas (EFAs) are areas notified by the 

Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC), Government of India around Protected 

Areas, National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries. The purpose of declaring ESZs is to create some kind of 

“shock absorbers” to the protected areas by regulating and managing the activities around such areas 

2. c 

Explanation: Coconut Palm tree has been declared as a state tree of Goa. 

3. a 

Explanation: The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) — connecting Kashgar,China to the Arabian 

Sea port of Gwadar. 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

Q1. Introduction: 

India signed the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) in 1948 and acceded to the International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) in 1979. Article 12 of the UDHR and Article 17 of the ICCPR 

recognise the basic human right to privacy. While ratifying the ICCPR, India did not enter any reservation 

or declaration about the human right to privacy. So it is duty bound to ensure that it takes all kinds of 

actions - legislative and executive to ensure that people in its jurisdiction enjoy the human right to 

privacy. 

The Protection of Human Rights Act enacted in 1993 recognises all rights "relating to life, liberty, 

equality and dignity of the individual guaranteed by the Constitution or embodied in the International 



 

 

Covenants such as the ICCPR and enforceable by courts in India as human rights. Consequently, the right 

to privacy which is recognised by the ICCPR becomes an enforceable human right in Indian Courts.  

Data Protection Act: People are increasingly making their personal information available publically. 

Today there is an unprecedented amount of personal data available with Government and Private 

Sector Players. Digital India, Aadhaar and Demonetization drives have added to the already growing pool 

of personal data with various public and private players to pursue their activities. Indian law does not 

define personal data. Publically available personal information pose a greater risk for Indians because 

majority of population is illiterate and there is no law mandating data protection. Individuals are 

repeatedly transmitting their personal information for various activities. India’s has no specific 

legislation focusing on data protection. A few principles of data protection are scattered through IT Act, 

Guidelines issued by RBI, TRAI etc. 

Can it be replaced? 

We will be  confronted with the internet of things, big data,bio-hacking,algorithims and potentially even 

artificial intelligence, and a country in which citizen is monitored down to her hearbeat.If we ,citizens of 

India want to hold on to our power and agency, we need right to privacy to guard against this 

invasiveness. 

Q2.  

Introduction: The Chief Information Commission’s (CIC) order on bringing political parties under the 

Right to Information Act, 2005.It is a right step in a vibrant democracy such as India. Accepting public 

money is one of the criteria in bringing the political parties under the RTI’s ambit. Many political parties 

have opposed the move. But it is a welcome step in the direction of betterment of the society. It is a 

landmark decision by the CIC which has been working for nearly a decade. 

Would it bring transparency on how the political parties are funded? Could it be one of the most 

transformative experiences for our polity after more than sixty years of parliamentary democracy? 

Would it bring accountability as has been intended? As the CIC mentioned, these judicial 

pronouncements unmistakably demand a progressively higher level of transparency in the functioning of 

political parties in general and their funding in particular. The answer is clear and loud: the CIC judgment 

can deliver while bringing the political parties under the purview of the RTI for a desired reform. Political 

parties in India are RTI-able. They cannot be kept outside the purview of the RTI Act. 

Enhancing finance transparency and accountability: 

A logical and simple way of introducing “financial transparency and accountability in the working of the 

political parties”, and recommended by the Law Commission, is to bring them under the Right to 

Information (RTI) Act, 2005. The Central Information Commission (CIC) had said in a full bench decision 

in June 2013 that six national political parties were indeed ‘public authorities’ under the RTI Act as they 

fulfilled all conditions specified in Section 2(h) of the RTI Act which defines ‘public authority’. 

 


