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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1. Which of the following is not correctly matched? (Biodiversity & Indian Geography) 

List-I (Name of Tiger Reserve)                              List-II (State) 

a)      Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve                     Maharashtra 

b)       Indrawati Tiger Reserve                               Chhattisgarh 

c)       Similipal Tiger Reserve                                 Odisha 

d)       Kawal Tiger Reserve                                     Andhra Pradesh         

2. JSA (Jal Swavalamban Scheme) scheme was recently in news. Which of the following states 

adopted it? (Government Schemes) 

a) Haryana 

b) Gujarat 

c) Madhya Pradesh 

d) Rajasthan      

3. Marshall Island was a colony of which of the following nations-(World Geography) 

a) U.K 

b) U.S 

c) Russia 

d) Spain 



 

 

4. Consider the following statements with reference to PMI (Purchase Manufacturing 

Index)(Indian Economy) 

I. The Purchasing Managers' Index (PMI) is an indicator of the economic health of the 

manufacturing sector.  

II. The PMI is based on four major indicators: new orders, inventory levels, production, and the 

employment environment.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

Select codes: 

a) I 

b) II 

c) I, II 

d) None of these 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1. State whether the historic United Nations pact to ban nuclear weapons underscores a 

paradigm shift in the discourse on global disarmament. In the light also discuss the stance of 

nuclear-armed nations. (International Issues) 

2. Discuss the repercussions of rising temperature of earth surface on agricultural farmers in 

India. Critically comment. (Agriculture and Environmental issues) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1.d 

Explanation: Kawal tiger reserve is located in Telangana state of India. 

2.d 

Explanation: The Rajasthan government's flagship water conservation programme – Jal 

Swavalamban Abhiyan (JSA). 



 

 

3.b 

Explanation: For almost 40 years the islands were under U.S. administration as the 

easternmost part of the United Nation's Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands. In 1986 the islands 

gained independence under a Compact of Free Association with the United States. Under the 

terms of that agreement, the U.S would provide significant financial aid, that to date now 

exceeds $1 billion. 

4.a 

Explanation: The Purchasing Managers' Index (PMI) is an indicator of the economic health of 

the manufacturing sector.  The PMI is based on five major indicators: new orders, inventory 

levels, production, supplier deliveries and the employment environment.  

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

Q1. Historic moment: More than 120 countries approved the first-ever treaty to ban nuclear 

weapons in the month of July 2017. Foremost, the universal goal of total elimination of these 

weapons of mass destruction has been disentangled from the narrow focus on the maintenance 

of a deterrent by the nuclear weapons states against threats from one another. Instead, the 

case for abolition, under the treaty finalised in July, is premised on the potential danger to the 

very survival of civilisation from another holocaust. Such a position seems incontestable, as 

modern weapons are designed to inflict a great scale of destruction, without regard to national 

or geographic boundaries. The imperative, as the architects of the new treaty see it, is an 

immediate legal prohibition leading to the total elimination of nuclear weapons, given the 

impossibility of fashioning a humanitarian response to any future offensive 

Provisions of the treaty: 

• The treaty requires of all ratifying countries "never under any circumstances to develop, 

test, produce, manufacture, otherwise acquire, possess or stockpile nuclear weapons or 

other nuclear explosive devices." 

• It also bans any transfer or use of nuclear weapons or nuclear explosive devices — and 

the threat to use such weapons. 



 

 

• That pact sought to prevent the spread of atomic arms beyond the five original weapons 

powers — the U.S., Russia, Britain, France and China. 

• It requires non-nuclear signatory nations to not pursue atomic weapons in exchange for 

a commitment by the five powers to move toward nuclear disarmament and to guarantee 

non-nuclear states access to peaceful nuclear technology for producing energy. 

Stance of nuclear-armed nations: 

• None of the nine countries known or believed to possess nuclear weapons — the United 

States, Russia, Britain, China, France, India, Pakistan, North Korea and Israel — is 

supporting the treaty. 

• The United States and other nuclear powers instead want to strengthen and reaffirm the 

nearly half-century-old Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty, considered the cornerstone of 

global nonproliferation efforts. 

• Canada has long been critical of this attempt to ban nuclear weapons and did not take 

part in the negotiations,  

• U.S, U.K and France argue "the ban treaty is incompatible with the policy of nuclear 

deterrence" and therefore it “will not enhance any country's security, nor international 

peace and security. It will do the exact opposite." 

Concluding remark: 

The world’s nuclear powers, which boycotted the negotiations on the landmark agreement, have 

remained defiant ever since its adoption. Their continued resistance will no doubt jeopardise its 

effectiveness. But that does not take away from its sound basis in moral and legal principles. 

Q2. Introduction: 

According to a research report from the University of California, Climate change may have led to 

over 59,000 farmer suicides over the last 30 years in India. The increase in temperature during 

the cropping season reduces crop yields, resulting in increased suicides, according to a study 

published in the journal Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 

Impact on agricultural farmers in India: 



 

 

• The increase in temperature during the cropping season reduces crop yields, resulting in 

increased suicides. Even a 1°C increase in temperature above 20° C in a single day 

during the crop growing season results in about 70 suicides on average. Similar increase 

in temperature during other seasons did not result in a rise in suicides. 

• Crop losses due to heat damage cause additional burden on farming households and 

this at times leads to suicides. An increase in rainfall by 1 cm during the growing season 

leads to a decrease of about 0.8 deaths per 100,000, thus lowering the suicide rate by 

7% on average, she writes. 

• The effect of climate variation reveals that past growing season temperature strongly 

influences suicide rates in the following years up to about five years. For instance, when 

there is abundant rainfall during one growing season, the suicide rates dip for the next 

two or three years. Drought apparently does not seem to have any effect on suicide 

rates. 

• South India, which is generally hotter, has higher farmer suicide rates. States where the 

yields are more affected by high temperatures are also the States which report higher 

suicide rates. Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, and Andhra Pradesh not only show 

severe suicide responses to temperature but crop yield is also more negatively affected 

by higher temperature. 

Concluding remark: 

India’s average temperature is expected to increase by 3°C by 2050. The government must 

undertake anticipatory research using genetic checkmating for potential changes in climate such 

as changes in precipitation, and temperature. 
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