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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAM 

1. Consider the following statements with reference to Swacch Survekshan mission of India.(Current 

Affairs) 

I. The performance evaluation of the Swachh survekshan is conducted by Quality Council of India (QCI). 

II. Swachh Survekshan-2018 launched to assess sanitation in  500 cities and towns of the country. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

Select codes: 

a) I 

b)II 

c) I,II 

d) None of these 

2.With reference to Petroleum and Explosive Safety Organisation (PESO),which of the following 

statements is/are correct.(Current Affairs) 

I. The Department is headed by Chief Controller of Explosives and is headquartered at Mumbai in the 

State of Maharashtra in India. 

II. It functions under DIPP(Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion). 

Select codes: 

a) I 

b) II 

c) I,II 

d) None of these 



3. The historic pact between India and Bangladesh, 51 Bangladeshi enclaves (Chhitmahals) in Indian 

Territory and 111 Indian enclaves in Bangladesh territory were exchanged with effect from 31st July, 

2015. With a view to carry out consequential geographic and demographic alterations vis-à-vis the 

electoral mosaic of the affected areas, the Election Commission requested to amend which of the 

following -----------(Indian Polity) 

a) Section 11 of the Delimitation Act, 2002 

b) Section 9 of the Representation of the People Act, 1950 

c) Both of these 

d) Neither of these 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1.How whistle blowers protection Act 2014 is different from RTI Act 2005? Do you think that the 

proposed amendment in WBP Act,2014 is going to fundamentally dilute the law?(Governance) 

2. Experts believe that Methanol economy will help India use its vast reserves of coal while driving 

import substitution. Elucidate the statement in the light of advantages of usage of methanol as fuel over 

other traditional fossil fuels. (Environmental Issues) 

3. State whether recent India’s financial aid to the Philippines to fight the Islamic State signals a 

reworking of its Asean outreach ?Critically Comment.(International Relations) 

4. Recent catastrophic deluge in eastern and western parts of India has raised the doubts over the 

protocols and procedures to mitigate the peril.Do you think that it needs an urgent review? (Disaster 

management) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1.a 

Explanation: The performance evaluation of the Swachh survekshan is conducted by Quality Council of 

India (QCI). Swachh Survekshan-2018 launched to assess sanitation in all 4,041 cities and towns of the 

country  

2. b 

Explanation: The Department is headed by Chief Controller of Explosives and is headquartered at 

Nagpur in the State of Maharashtra in India. 

3.c 

Explanation: The historic pact between India and Bangladesh, 51 Bangladeshi enclaves (Chhitmahals) in 

Indian Territory and 111 Indian enclaves in Bangladesh territory were exchanged with effect from 31st 



July, 2015. With a view to carry out consequential geographic and demographic alterations vis-à-vis the 

electoral mosaic of the affected areas, the Election Commission requested to amend Section 11 of the 

Delimitation Act, 2002 and Section 9 of the Representation of the People Act, 1950. 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

 

Q1. RTI Act v/s WBP Act: 

• The RTI Act seeks to provide information to people. 

• While the WBP Act provides a mechanism for disclosures to be made to competent authorities 

within the government to enable inquiry into allegations of corruption and provide protection to 

whistle-blowers. 

• Conflating the two laws is inappropriate and would preclude genuine whistle-blowing in several 

scenarios. 

• If the intention was to ensure that sensitive information pertaining to national security and 

integrity is not compromised, instead of carving out blanket exemptions, the government could 

have proposed additional safeguards for such disclosures such as requiring complaints to be 

filed using sealed envelopes to the competent authorities 

The Whistle Blowers Protection (Amendment) Bill, 2015: 

Issues 

• It seeks to remove immunity provided to whistle-blowers from prosecution under the draconian 

Official Secrets Act (OSA) for disclosures made under the WBP law. Issues involved 

• Offences under the OSA are punishable by imprisonment of up to 14 years. 

• Threat of such stringent penalties would deter even genuine whistle-blowers.  

• If whistle-blowers are prosecuted for disclosing information as part of their complaints and not 

granted immunity from the OSA, the very purpose of the law would be defeated. 

• Amendment Bill says that complaints by whistle-blowers containing information which would 

prejudicially affect the sovereignty, integrity, security or economic interests of the state shall 

not be inquired into. 

• Certain categories of information cannot form part of the disclosure made by a whistle-blower, 

unless the information has been obtained under the RTI Act. 

• These exemptions have been modelled on Section 8(1) of the RTI law which lists information 

which cannot be disclosed to citizens. 

Concluding remark:  

Concerns about these regressive amendments were brushed aside and the Bill pushed through the Lok 

Sabha in haste. The amendment Bill is listed for discussion and passage in the Rajya Sabha in the current 



session. To reconsider amendments that would fundamentally dilute the law, and provide an 

opportunity for public consultation, it is imperative that the Bill be referred to a select committee of the 

Upper House. 

There is no justification for not operationalising the WBP Act. It is the moral obligation of the 

government to immediately promulgate the rules and implement the law to offer protection to those 

who, at great peril, expose wrongdoing. 

Q2. 

Methanol as an alternative fuel: 

Methanol is a promising fuel for waterways as it is clean, cheaper than fossil fuels and a good substitute 

for heavy fuels. India imports methanol from Saudi Arabia and Iran at present. Across the world, 

methanol is emerging as a clean, sustainable transportation fuel of the future. Methanol can be blended 

with gasoline in low-quantities and used in existing road vehicles, or it can be used in high-proportion 

blends such as M85-M100 in flex-fuel or dedicated methanol-fueled vehicles. Technology is also being 

commercialized to use methanol as a diesel substitute. 

Edges over fossil fuels: 

• Methanol is a clean-burning fuel that produces fewer smog-causing emissions — such as sulphur 

oxides (SOx), nitrogen oxides (NOx) and particulate matter — and can improve air quality and 

related human health issues. 

• Methanol is most commonly produced on a commercial scale from natural gas. It can also be 

produced from renewable sources such as biomass and recycled carbon dioxide. 

• As a high-octane vehicle fuel, methanol offers excellent acceleration and power. It also improves 

vehicle efficiency. 

Q3. 

Introduction: In a significant development, India has decided to provide a financial assistance of 

$5,00,000 (Rs. 3.2 crore) to the Philippines to aid its fight against the Islamic State (IS)-affiliated terror 

groups in the troubled Mindanao province. This is the first time India is sending aid to another nation to 

help it fight terrorism, thereby becoming an important marker in New Delhi’s attempts to burnish its 

credentials as an emerging security provider to the wider Asian region. 

India’s financial aid in combating terrorism: 

China has provided 15 million pesos (approximately $3,00,000) in aid compared to India’s 25 million 

pesos ($5,00,000). With the recent fall of Mosul and the fight for Raqqa intensifying by the day, there 

are suggestions that the days of the IS in its current shape are numbered. The IS of today may appear to 

be a pale shadow of its past menace when at its peak, since the end of 2014 through 2015, it controlled 

territory comprising roughly 1,10,000 sq. km, across both Syria and Iraq. But the underlying forces that 

gave rise to its emergence in West Asia remain as potent as ever and the ideological attraction of its 



ideology shows no sign of fading. In many ways, it is imperative for India to take a more proactive role in 

the global struggle against the IS. 

Reworking of India’s outreach to ASEAN: India’s engagement with the Philippines is also key to 

underscoring its growing role in Southeast Asia where China’s rise has already created serious challenges 

for the wider region. The regional states are looking at external balancers at a time when America’s 

commitment to regional security has come under a scanner under the Donald Trump administration. 

The regional security architecture there is under strain as China’s divide-and-rule policy has made it 

difficult for regional states to put up a united front. Many states have suggested that India needs to play 

a larger role. As India and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) celebrate 25 years of their 

partnership this year, it is a politically opportune moment to upgrade India’s regional profile. 

Concluding remark: The Philippines has also been trying to recalibrate its ties with China, under stress 

because of a suit brought by Manila to the Permanent Court of Arbitration in The Hague challenging 

Beijing’s claim to almost all of the South China Sea. Though Manila won the case last year, it has not 

been able to push Beijing to moderate its stance on the maritime dispute. Meanwhile, Mr. Duterte 

visited China last October and signed deals worth $24 billion in infrastructure investment and loan 

pledges. India cannot easily match China’s growing economic profile but it has other means to build 

partnership with a very important region in its foreign policy matrix. The recent outreach to Manila is an 

important step in that direction. Hopefully, it won’t be the last. 

Q4. 

Recent scenario: The floods that have ravaged parts of eastern and western India, leaving at least 600 

people dead and displacing thousands, highlight the need for a massive capacity-building programme to 

deal with frequent, destructive weather events. 

A monsoon deluge is not an uncommon occurrence in the subcontinent, and there is considerable 

variability in the duration and frequency of rainfall in different regions. Moreover, there is a clear trend 

of even drought-prone regions in Gujarat and Rajasthan encountering floods, in addition to the 

traditional axis covering States along the Brahmaputra and the Ganga. 

Doubts over the protocols and procedures: 

What people in the flood-hit regions expect of governments is speedy relief and rehabilitation. 

Alleviating financial losses is crucial for a return to normality, and the Centre has announced a solatium 

for the next of kin of those who have died. 

But there are other actions people need on the ground:  

• short-term housing, 

• food, safe water,  

• access to health care and protection for women, children and the elderly. 



Given the weak foundations of social support in policymaking, these factors have an aggravated impact 

during natural calamities. It is dismaying that some States have not been able to use disaster relief funds 

as intended, and the Centre has asked them to set off the unutilised portion when making fresh claims. 

Such a wrangle is unseemly at a time when people need relief. 

Reasons for urgent review: 

• Catastrophic events, such as the Chennai flood of 2015, also necessitate a review of the protocol 

followed by State governments in controlling flows from dams and reservoirs. 

• Apparently, much of the waters that have inundated parts of Jalore in Rajasthan flowed from a 

dam that was opened to relieve pressure, catching many by surprise. 

• A review of the deployment of National Disaster Response Force teams near waterbodies and 

their experience, together with data compiled by the Central Water Commission, is bound to 

reveal the hotspots where better management and, perhaps, additional reservoirs, can mitigate 

damage. 

• Such studies should not be delayed, considering that official data put together by the Centre 

show that even in the past four years, between 1,000 and 2,100 people have died annually, 

while losses to crops, public utilities and houses touched Rs. 33,000 crore in one of the years. 

• Governments cannot legitimately expect that people with marginal incomes will take calamitous 

losses in their stride, with neither social support nor financial instruments available to rebuild 

lives. 

Concluding remark: 

A vigorous monsoon is vital for the economy, but governments should be prepared to deal with the 

consequences of excess rainfall. 
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