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Answer all the questions in NOT MORE THAN 150 WORDS each. 

Contents of the answer are more important than its length. All questions 

carry equal marks.                            12.5x20=250 

 

 

1. China‟s growing Military strength has lent greater weight to 

Malabar exercises. 

 

Answer - What is Malabar 

Malabar is an annual military exercise between the navies of 

India, Japan and the US held alternately in the Indian and Pacific 

Oceans. It began in 1992 as a bilateral exercise between India 

and the US and permanently expanded into a trilateral format 

with the inclusion of Japan in 2015. Malabar 2017 is being held in 

Bay of Bengal. This year witnessed largest participation to date 

with 16 ships , two submarines and over 95 aircrafts taking part 

from the three countries. 

 

Why it is important  

 These naval interactions have provided the Indian 

Navy invaluable insights into the tactics, doctrines, warfare 

techniques and best practices of the US Navy. 

 In the realm of maritime warfare, the three navies could derive 

mutual benefit from their diverse operational expertise. 

 With China‘s growing military strength and its increasing 

presence in the Indian Ocean, the Malabar has assumed 

greater importance. 

 Given China‘s intent in acquiring bases in the Indian Ocean, and 

frequent transit of PLA naval units through our waters, 

cooperation in maritime domain awareness deserve top priority. 



 Equally, amphibious operations, trade-warfare, maritime 

interception operations, anti-access concepts and, of course, 

disaster relief, must receive due importance. 

 There is special focus on anti-submarine warfare operations in 

the backdrop of increasing submarine forays by the Chinese 

Navy. 

 China already through its OBOR plan has made deep inroads 

into Indian Ocean .  

Way forward  

 

 With the invaluable accession of Japan to this partnership, the 

India-Japan-US triad must be elevated to strategic status. 

 A ―maritime-infrastructure and economic initiative‖ must be 

created that reaches out to smaller Indian Ocean nations in an 

initiative to sway them away from the Chinese. 

2.  What is a Bilateral Investment Treaty. Compare the model BIT 

provisions of USA and India . 

 

Answer –  A bilateral investment treaty (BIT) is an agreement 

establishing the terms and conditions for private investment by 

nationals and companies of one state in another state.  

BITs impose obligations under international law on host states to 

protect foreign investment from the other state. It would help in 

creating a predictable investment climate and boost bilateral 

investment flows.  

 

Differences in definition:  

o The US model adopts a broad, asset-based definition that 

includes business enterprises, shares, bonds, debentures, 

derivatives, intellectual property rights, business concessions, 

contractual rights and moveable and immovable property.  

o In contrast, India‘s new model BIT adopts an ―enterprise‖ based 

definition, confining it to foreign direct investment in the host state.  

 

Environmental and labour standards:  

o The US model contains detailed provisions on environment and 

labour standards, while India has always opposed such standards 

at the WTO and bilateral agreements.  



o The Indian model deals only with disclosure and anti-corruption 

provisions.  

 

Most favoured nation:  

o The U.S. model BIT contains a Most Favoured Nation (MFN) 

provision which is missing in the Indian model.  

 

Taxation:  

o The Indian model completely excludes taxation from the 

purview of the BIT a direct response to Vodafone and Cairn 

Energy bringing BIT claims against India for imposing taxes 

retrospectively.  

 

But in the U.S. model, foreign investors can assert claims that 

taxation measures, such as confiscatory taxation, involve an 

expropriation of foreign investment.  

o it will be quite difficult for India to convince the U.S. to agree to 

completely exclude taxation from the BIT.  

 

Compulsory licenses and IPR:-  

o The Indian model completely excludes issuance of compulsory 

licenses (CLs) and revocation of intellectual property rights (IPR) 

from its purview.  

 

The U.S. model BIT excludes issuance of CLs and revocation of IPR 

only from the purview of the expropriation provision.  

o It means while the foreign companies, including 

pharmaceutical companies, cannot challenge issuance of CLs 

and revocation of IPR as expropriation, they can surely challenge 

it as violation of other BIT provisions such as fair and equitable 

treatment (FET)  

 

Issue of investor state dispute settlement (ISDS) provisions :-  

o ISDS provision in BITs allows foreign investors to directly bring 

claims against the host state under international law, without the 

approval of the investor‘s home state.  

o The Indian model BIT, unlike the U.S. model, mandatorily requires 

foreign investors to litigate in domestic courts for five years before 

pursuing a claim under international law.  

o This is not considered an attractive proposition for U.S. 



companies in India because of the pendency of the cases in the 

Indian judicial system .  

 
 

 3. Compare and contrast International court of justice and 

International criminal court. 

 

Answer- 

Feature  

 

ICJ ICC 

Year Court Estbd 

 

1946 2002 

UN – relationship  Official Court of the 

UN , commonly 

referred to as ― the 

World Court ― 

 

Independent . May 

receive case 

referrals from the 

UNSC . Can initiate 

prosecutions 

without UN action or 

referral. 

 

Location Peace Palace , The 

Hague , The 

Netherlands  

The Hague , The 

Netherlands 

Jurisdiction U.N member states ( 

i.e. national 

governments ) 

Individuals 

Types of Cases 1. Contentious 

between parties 

 2. Advisory opinions 

Criminal prosecution 

of individuals 

Subject matter  Sovereignty, 

boundary disputes, 

maritime disputes, 

trade, natural 

resources, human 

rights, treaty 

violations, treaty 

interpretation, and 

more. 

Genocide, crimes 

against humanity, 

war crimes, crimes 

of aggression 

Authorizing Legal 

Mechanism 

States that ratify the 

U.N. Charter 

Rome Statute (India 

has not signed the 



become parties to 

the ICJ Statute 

under Article 93. 

Non-UN member 

states can also 

become parties to 

the ICJ by ratifying 

the ICJ Statute. 

Each state must 

provide consent to 

any contentious 

case by explicit 

agreement, 

declaration, or 

treaty clause. 

Rome Statute 

Appeals None. The ICJ 

decision in a 

contentious case is 

binding upon the 

parties. If a State 

fails to comply with 

the judgment, the 

issue may be taken 

to the UN Security 

Council, which has 

the authority to 

review, 

recommend, and 

decide upon 

enforcement. 

Appeals Chamber. 

Article 80 of the 

Rome Statute allows 

retention of an 

acquitted 

defendant pending 

appeal 

 

 

4. What do you understand by Sedition . Critically analyze sedition 

law.  

  

Ans - What is sedition? 

Section 124A of the IPC defines sedition and says: 



1. Whoever by words either spoken or written or by signs or by 

visible representation or otherwise brings or attempts to bring into 

hatred or contempt, the government established by law; or 

2.Whoever by the above means excites or attempts to excite 

disaffection towards the government established by law, has 

committed the offence of sedition. 

 

Arguments in favour  

1. In 1962, the Supreme Court in Kedar Nath Singh vs State of 

Bihar upheld Section 124A and held that it struck a ―correct 

balance‖ between fundamental rights and the need for public 

order. 

2. The court had significantly reduced the scope of Sedition law 

to only those cases where there is incitement to imminent 

violence towards overthrow of the state.  

3. Further, the Court held that it is not mere against government 

of the day but the institutions as symbol of state.  

 

Argument against section 124A  

1. It stifles the democratic right of people to criticize the 

government.  

2. The police might not have the ―requisite‖ training to 

understand the consequences of imposing such a ―stringent‖ 

provision.  

3. It has been used arbitrarily to curb dissent. In many cases the 

main targets have been writers, journalists, activists who 

question government policy and projects, and political 

dissenters.  

4. The massive levels of poverty, poor health care, 

unemployment, malnourishment and poor policies leading to 

farmer's suicide - justifies expressing dissent and 

disenchantment against government openly.  

5.  The draconian nature of this law—non-bailable, non-

cognisable and punishment that can extend for life— has a 

strong deterrent effect on dissent even if it is not used. 

6. The press should be protected so that it could bare the 

secrets of government and inform the people. Only a free and 

unrestrained press can effectively expose deception in 

government.  



7. Legislation exists to deal with unlawful activities and armed 

movements. There is no need to criminalize words spoken or 

written.  

Way Forward  

1. The guidelines of the SC must be incorporated in S.124A as 

well by amendment to IPC so that any ambiguity is removed.  

2. The state police must be sufficiently guided as to where the 

section must be imposed and where not.  

3. The provisions of the section should be so construed as to limit 

their application to acts involving intention or tendency to 

create disorder or disturbance of law and order, or, incitement 

of violence and there must be a clear guidelines on this without 

any ambiguity.  

4. This will ensure that section 124 A of IPC strikes a balance 

between security and smooth functioning of state with the 

fundamental right of freedom of speech and expression.  

5. Implementing the Law Commission‘s recommendations in this 

regard to include ‗acts against overthrowing of judiciary‘ also 

under it.  

.  

 

 

5. A gender-neutral Domestic Violence Law harms rather than 

protects women. Critically comment. 

Ans The issue is in the new because Supreme Court has amended 

the Domestic Violence Law which has created a furore in the 

country. The Supreme Court reached a verdict in Hiral P. Harsora‘ 

case, striking down the words ―adult male‖ from Section 2(q) of 

the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act 2005 (DV 

Act), thus paving the way for the law to be widened law to 

include women and minors. This verdict effectively meant that 

women and minors, and not just men, could now be charged for 

committing acts of domestic violence. 

Points against the Law: 

1. Right now if the complaint is registered, the onus lies on the man 

to prove that he is not guilty. Making it gender neutral will cause 

counter litigations and an action will be prolonged in genuine 

cases. 



2.The basic premise why a strict law was introduced earlier was 

that, that women were not vocal about the kind of violence they 

faced at their husband‘s house. The main reason was social 

stigma of how to one‘s own husband behind the bars. A strong 

law gave this confidence. 

3.There is also the instance of the woman taking on the peripheral 

role of ‗victim‘ in the criminal justice system, where she is just a 

witness and the case is really between the prosecuting state and 

the accused. 

4.Lastly, the tough standard of proof beyond reasonable doubt 

would put any woman off seeking criminal remedies to the 

violence they may have suffered. Making the law lenient will 

again put women in the same hell. And once the man will know 

that she has spoken against him, he sufferings will increase. 

Points in favour of this change: 

1. The number of cases where men are the victims of violence – 

physical and mental, have increased. 

2. There is no direct law to protect them. 

3. It is also seen that violence against a women is mostly instigated 

by another women like mother in law, sister in law etc. so a law 

should be all encompassing. 

4. Also women have been misusing this strong law to blackmail 

and torture men as they know that even if they lodge a false 

complaint, the onus will lie on the men to prove his innocence. 

According to Amartya Sen, ―Justice is not found in law books, it is 

found in how we treat each other.‖  So at the end of the day it 

should be ensured that any victim (men or women) should get 

justice and in right time. 

 

6. Critically analyse the New Transgender Persons ( Protection of 

Rights ) Bill 2016. 

 

Answer – Supreme court In NALSA judgement had recognized 

transgender as Third gender.  



TRANSGENDER IDENTITY :  

1.Transgender should be declared as the third gender, and a 

Transgender Person should have the option to  

identify as ‗man‘, ‗woman‘ or ‗transgender‘ as well as have the 

right to choose any of the options independent of 

surgery/hormones.  

 

2. Only the nomenclature ‗transgender‘ should be used and 

nomenclatures like ‗other‘ or ‗others‘ should not be used.  

 

3. Certificate to be provided by a state level authority that a 

person is a transgender person.  

RIGHTS AND ENTITLEMENTS:  

4. Government shall take all necessary steps to ensure that 

transgender persons enjoy the right and entitlements as given in 

Constitution of India on an equal basis with others.  

 

5. No child who is a transgender shall be separated from his or her 

parents on grounds of being a transgender except on an order of 

competent Court, if required in the best interest of the child.  

 

6. Government shall take all appropriate measures to prevent 

abuse, violence and exploitation against Transgender Persons.  

 

7.The bill calls for necessary amendments in IPC to cover the cases 

of sexual assault on Transgender Persons.  

 

Non discrimination  

8. The Bill also states that Government is duty bound to take 

appropriate steps in protecting rights of Transgenders and to 

ensure that they are not being discriminated against  

 

9. No establishment shall discriminate against any Transgender 

Person in any matter relating to employment including but not 

limited to recruitment, promotion and other related issues.  

 

10.The Bill also has provisions regarding social security, health, 

rehabilitation & recreation, Education, skill development & 

employment of Transgenders  

 



 

Issues 

 

The definition of „transgender persons‟ in the Bill is at variance with 

the definitions recognised by international bodies and experts in 

India.  

The Bill includes terms like ‗trans-men‘, ‗trans-women‘, persons with 

‗intersex variations‘ and ‗gender-queers‘ in its definition of 

transgender persons. However, these terms have not been 

defined. 

 

The government‘s bill has also dropped the provision for 

reservation in education and employment to transgender persons, 

which was directed by the Supreme Court 

 

Avoids discussing major issues including on personal law like the 

right to marriage, inheritance and adoption etc. 

 

The Supreme Court has held that the right to self-identification of 

gender is part of the right to dignity and autonomy under Article 

21 of the Constitution. 

However, objective criteria may be required to determine one‘s 

gender in order to be eligible for entitlements. 

 

Conclusion 

 

The Bill needs to be redrafted in order to address the shortcomings 

that have been notified by the Parliamentary standing committee 

on Social Justice and Empowerment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

7. What do you understand by the term paid news . Why paid 

news is considered as a threat to Indian democracy. Suggest 

measures to check paid news. 

 

Answer – Press Council of India defined Paid as news as – Any 

news or analysis appearing in any media ( Print and Electronic ) 

for a price in cash or kind as consideration. 

 

PCI guidelines say – news should be clearly demarcated from 

advertisements by printing disclaimers , should be strictly enforced 

by all publications . As far as news is concerned it must always 

carry a credit line and should be set in a typeface that would 

distinguish it from advertisements. 

 

Effect of paid news  

1. Paid news misleads the public and hampers the ability of 

people to form correct opinions. 

 

2. Paid news causes undue influence on voters and also affects 

their Right to Information. 

 

3. Paid news seeks to circumvent election expenditure laws / 

ceiling 

 

4. Paid news adversely affects the level playing field. 

 

5 . Paid news reflects that media houses are more interested in 

commercial considerations rather than searching truth and 

holding those in position of power accountable. The 

independence of media is seriously dented through paid news. 

 

Means to check paid news 

 

1. Make paid news an electoral offence through amendment of 

RPA 1951. 

 

2.  Use existing mechanism of expenditure ceiling to curb the 

menace. 

 



3. partner with stakeholders , including political parties and media 

to fight the menace. 

4. Sensitize people on the subject 

 

5. The ECI has appointed a Media certification Monitoring 

Committee ( MCMC ) at District and State level for checking paid 

news. 

 

8. NEET may be an answer to rampant commercialization of 

medical education but it should not be at the cost of the 

governments socio economic goals. 

 

Answer -  National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET) is an 

entrance examination in India, for students who wish to study any 

graduate medical course (MBBS/ (BDS) or postgraduate course 

(MD / MS) in government or private medical colleges in India.  

 

Benefits of uniform exam like NEET-  

1. Medical council of India is of the opinion that NEET would avoid 

multiple entrance tests and minimize corruption and irregularities 

in admissions to medical courses.  

2. There could be standardize benchmark and uniform quality in 

the exam pattern and process.  

3. NEET could bring fair and transparent admission system to curb 

rampant commercialization of medical education.  

4. Apart from English and Hindi the examination will be conducted 

in eight vernacular languages; Gujarati, Marathi, Telugu, Oriya, 

Bengali, Assamese, Tamil and Kannada 

 

Problems in imposing uniform exam like NEET in a diverse country 

like India-  

1. Every state has its own syllabus and exam pattern till higher 

secondary level. Putting all students then for single entrance 

would be unfair for many as NEET syllabus is covered by CBSE and 

ICSE but not by many others.  

 

2. Further Students from rural and under-privileged who cannot 

afford private coaching would find it difficult to compete with 



urban students.  

3. A centralized exam keeps the state government out of the 

admission process. Also state reservation rules will not apply  

4.Exam is not conducted in all official languages of India. Hence 

student studying in languages Malayalam cannot take up exam 

in his/her mother tongue  

 

5.According to the government, if a NEET-based merit list is drawn 

up, 72% of medical seats in government colleges and government 

quota seats in private colleges would go to CBSE school students. 

Tamil Nadu is able to run its network of hospitals efficiently mainly 

because of a recruitment policy that gives weightage to service 

candidates in post-graduate medical admissions. 

 

Rationale of Supreme Court to support NEET-  

Transparency and Accountability: NEET will make this examination 

more transparent and remove all the frivolous practices.  

Meritocracy- This exam would bring theory of meritocracy above 

everything and it would put corrupt practice selecting 

academically weaker students on the basis of financial status.  

 

Conclusion-  

Although Supreme Court is noble in its intention to introduce NEET 

on all India basis, but at the time regional diversity of India has to 

be taken into consideration. Moreover the need of the time is to 

bring syllabus and pattern of exam of the different boards close to 

each other so that conducive environment for introducing uniform 

exam would be prepared 

9. Finance Bill 2017 has brought in multiple amendments in an 

attempt to Rationalise the tribunals in the country . Discuss its 

implications. 

 

Answer -  
  

Tribunals were added in the Constitution by Constitution (Forty-

second Amendment) Act, 1976 as 

Part XIV-A, which has only two articles viz. 323-A and 323-B. 

While article 323-A deals with Administrative Tribunals; article 323-B 



deals with tribunals for other matters. 

The ‗tribunals‘ are not courts of normal jurisdiction, but they have 

very specific and predefined work area. 

 

Finance Bill, 2017, being passed as a money bill includes attempt 

to rationalise the functioning of multiple tribunals. 

As a result, what used to be 26 tribunals are now down to 19. 

The rationalisation has raised questions about the independence 

of these adjudicatory bodies. 

The qualifications, tenure, conditions of service, removal and 

emoluments of the chairpersons and members of these tribunals 

will all be under the control of the Centre 

Positive impact 

a. Reducing the number of tribunals will speed up dispute 

resolution and curb wasteful expenditure. 

b. Rationalising tribunals would lead to efficiency. 

c. It will ensure uniform service conditions 

d. Since few tribunals have lesser pending cases, there are 

chances that the excess bandwidths could be used in few cases. 

e. May prevent overlap e.g. Competition Appellate Tribunal 

(Compat) will be merged with the National Company Law 

Appellate Tribunal. Since both deal with similar matters, it will 

particularly help in cases where a single transaction is overseen by 

both. E.g. Idea-Vodafone merger. 

 

Criticism 

Allowing the executive to determine appointment, reappointment 

and removal of members might 

affect the independent functioning of Tribunal. 

1. The essential question is whether the doctrine of separation of 

powers has been violated. 

2. The appointment and removal by the government could pose 

a conflict of interest 

3. This might lead to overburdening the tribunals with more cases 

than it could handle. 

4. There are arguments that Competition Appellate Tribunal 

(Compat) is specialized and deals with complex matters. 

Dissolving Compat and merging with the NCLT could defeat the 

focus of competition law in India 

5. Merging COMPAT with NCLT can also lead to overburdening 



the latter with more cases than it could handle. 

6. The new Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code has designated NCLT 

as the adjudicating authority for corporates cases which could 

add extra burden. 

7. Increasing control of the Centre over tribunals will be contrary to 

2014 Supreme Court order that held appointments to appellate 

tribunals must be free of executive interference. 

8. Parliament has given its power to the executive regarding the 

functioning of tribunals (since bill passed as money bill). 

 Way Forward 

1. India has a number of tribunals to look into appeals made from 

orders of specific regulators or sectors. Hence post merging, the 

Centre will have to ensure specialisation. 

2. High courts that deal with all matters have dedicated benches. 

Similarly in tribunals too, specific cases can be dealt by respective 

benches. 

3. Senior people from diverse backgrounds, can be appointed to 

deal with varied industry matters 

4. Uniformity in administrative rules will help in streamlining the 

functioning of these quasi-judicial bodies and ensure that 

vacancies aren‘t kept pending for long. 

5. The government must ensure the independence of the tribunal 

– a requirement that is part of the basic structure of the 

constitution. 

 

 

 

10.  The Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Bill, 2016 can lead to 

defemenization of workforce. Do you agree? Critically analyse. 

 

Answer- Main feature for Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Bill, 2016 

( Only for reference) 

The Bill amends the Maternity Benefit Act, 1961.  The Act regulates 

the employment of women during the period of child birth, and 

provides maternity benefits.  The Act applies to factory, mines, 

plantations, shops and other establishments.  The Bill amends 

provisions related to the duration and applicability of maternity 

leave, and other facilities. 



Duration of maternity leave: The Act states that every woman will 

be entitled to maternity benefit of 12 weeks.  The Bill increases this 

to 26 weeks. 

Under the Act, this maternity benefit should not be availed before 

six weeks from the date of expected delivery.  The Bill changes this 

to eight weeks. 

In case of a woman who has two or more children, the maternity 

benefit will continue to be 12 weeks, which cannot be availed 

before six weeks from the date of the expected delivery. 

Maternity leave for adoptive and commissioning mothers: The Bill 

introduces a provision to grant 12 weeks of maternity leave to: 

1. a woman who legally adopts a child below three months of 

age; and 

2. a commissioning mother. A commissioning mother is defined as 

a biological mother who uses her egg to create an embryo 

implanted in another woman. 

The 12-week period of maternity benefit will be calculated from 

the date the child is handed over to the adoptive or 

commissioning mother. 

Option to work from home: The Bill introduces a provision that 

states that an employer may permit a woman to work from 

home.  This would apply if the nature of work assigned to the 

woman permits her to work from home.  This option can be 

availed of, after the period of maternity leave, for a duration that 

is mutually decided by the employer and the woman. 

Crèche facilities: The Bill introduces a provision which requires 

every establishment with 50 or more employees to provide crèche 

facilities within a prescribed distance.  The woman will be allowed 

four visits to the crèche in a day.  This will include her interval for 

rest. 

Informing women employees of the right to maternity leave: The 

Bill introduces a provision which requires every establishment to 

intimate a woman at the time of her appointment of the 

maternity benefits available to her.  Such communication must be 

in writing and electronically. 



How Maternity Benefit Bill,2016 can lead to defemenization of 

workforce? 

1. Economic burden on employer: – crèches (capital cost), 

benefits in leave period (increased cost to employer), pressure 

on middle level companies. 

2. Possibility of sub optimal productivity or demand of work with 

less workload 

3. Patriarchy – tendency to discourage female employees, lesser 

pay. 

4. No leave provision for father – Reinforcement of female‘s role in 

child upbringing 

5. Reluctance of a women to join after 26 weeks and change in 

project scenarios will needs adaptation. 

Arguments against it: 

1. Re- assurance that a woman can give time to her child and 

can do job also 

2. Work from Home – will give an option for balancing between 

child and job 

3. Positive work culture as natural need of a women is respected. 

Conclusion: – 

Your conclusion should say that we should look at the brighter side 

and do some improvements to overcome shortcomings. This step 

will lead to increase in female participation in long term. 

  

 

11. Estimates based on SECC and NSS data have different 

purposes. Analyse 

Answer –   

The methodology for the estimation of poverty used by the 

erstwhile Planning Commission was based on recommendations 

made by various expert groups. 

Poverty estimates calculated by various expert groups such as 

Rangarajan , Tendulkar etc provide only the proportion and size of 

the poor population and their spread across states and broad 



regions. But they cannot be used for identification of the individual 

poor , which is necessary to ensure that the benefits of 

programmes and schemes reach only the deserving and targeted 

group 

 

Nsso calculates poverty level based  on per capita while the Secc 

data refer to house hold. 

Secc uses 7 deprivation to rank households . A look at 7 

deprivations shows that they are not deprivations in the 

conventional sense of deprived income , health , education etc. 

Thus there is a question that whether SECC data is appropriate for 

estimating poverty ratios. 

 

Importance of poverty estimates based on consumption – 

 1. In the minds of most people, being rich or poor is associated 

with levels of income. The various non-income indicators of 

poverty are in fact reflections of inadequate income. Defining 

poverty in terms of income or in the absence of such data in terms 

of expenditure seems more appropriate, and it is this method that 

is followed in most countries. 

 

2. Historically, the number of identified poor based on successive 

BPL censuses( presently SECC )  in rural areas has differed widely 

from the measured poverty. For example, the percentage of 

households identified as poor in the first BPL census in 1992 was 

nearly twice the poverty ratio estimated by the Planning 

Commission. Usually, the poor households identified through these 

censuses contain a mix of poor and non-poor, for which there 

could be several reasons. One of the main reasons behind such a 

mix-up is the fact that people know beforehand that the census is 

going to decide the status of the household as poor or non-poor, 

and therefore its entitlement. 

 

3. Third, the deprivation criteria by themselves do not indicate the 

level of poverty. 

 

To conclude, SECC and NSS data-based estimates have different 

purposes. 



The SECC would be important for the identification of 

beneficiaries of programmes while NSS-based estimates would be 

useful for assessing changes in levels of living at the macro level 

over time. 

12, What is Extradition and why it is important ? . What are 

internationally accepted conditions for extradition ? 

 

Answer -  Extradition refers to the surrender of a criminal to one 

country by another. The process of extradition is regulated by 

treaties between the two countries.  

 

Extradition is important because it helps to maintain the sanctity 

of the penal code of one country or territory. The penal code 

says that it shouldn't apply its criminal law to a person who 

committed an offence outside its territories except when the 

crime is related to the country's national interest. 

 

What are the internationally accepted conditions for extradition? 

1. The crime done by the accused should fall in the category of 

dual criminality. This means that it should be a punishable 

offence according to the laws of both countries - the one 

where the accused has taken refuge, and the one that seeks 

extradition. For example, homosexuality is an offence in India 

under section 377 of the IPC, but in many countries of the West, 

it is legal. Therefore, India  can't  request any western country to 

extradite a person who is charged with a homosexuality-related 

offence.  

2. Persons charged for political reasons are generally not 

extradited. 

3. There are countries where capital punishment is banned. If a 

fugitive has taken refuge in such a country, and if the 

establishment of that country thinks that, if extradited, the 

accused might get capital punishment, the country most likely 

refuses to extradite. For instance Australia, Canada, Macao, 

Mexico, and most European nations refuse to extradite a 



criminal if the person in question might get capital punishment 

after his extradition. 

 

13. What do you understand by Contempt of court . Why do you 

think courts have been given such a power. Give arguments for 

and against for having such a provision in the constitution. 

 

Answer -  Article 129  of the Indian Constitution provides that ― 

The Supreme Court shall be a court of record and shall have all 

the powers of such a court including the power to punish for 

contempt of itself.‖ 

 

Contempt of court consists of words spoken or written  

which tend to bring the administration of Justice into  

contempt, to prejudice the fair trial of any cause or matter  

which is the subject of Civil or Criminal proceeding or in any way 

to obstruct the cause of Justice.  

 

Brief Explanation  

In India, contempt of court is of two types: Civil Contempt and 

Criminal Contempt. 

Civil Contempt 

 Under Section 2(b) of the Contempt of Courts Act of 1971. 

 civil contempt has been defined as wilful disobedience to any 

judgment, decree, direction, order, writ or other processes of a 

court or wilful breach of an undertaking given to a court. 

Criminal Contempt 

 Under Section 2(c) of the Contempt of Courts Act of 1971. 

 criminal contempt has been defined as the publication 

(whether by words, spoken or written, or by signs, or by visible 

representation, or otherwise) of any matter or the doing of any 

other act whatsoever which: 



 

(i) Scandalises or tends to scandalize, or lowers or tends to lower 

the authority of, any court, or 

(ii) Prejudices, or interferes or tends to interfere with the due course 

of any judicial proceeding, or 

(iii) Interferes or tends to interfere with, or obstructs or tends to 

obstruct, the administration of justice in any other manner. 

The 2006 amendment to the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971 

clarifies that the Court may impose punishment for contempt only 

when it is satisfied that substantially interferes, or tends to 

substantially interfere with the due course of justice. ) 

 

Need of Such Powers: Contempt provisions have been provided 

to ensure that the Judges do not come under any kind pressure 

either from media criticisms or by general public opinion and 

discharge their duties without any kind of fear and favour or any 

external influence whatsoever . 

 

Arguments for Contempt of Court  

 

1)That you have to respect the authority of the court. 

2) You cannot defy court orders of your own free will. 

3) It symbolises that the court stands for a legal authority and no 

one is above the law. 

Arguments against Contempt of Court  

 

1.Contempt of Court proceedings have the effect of muzzling free 

speech guaranteed under Article 19(1)(a) of the Indian 

Constitution.  

 

2.Article 19(2) includes ‗contempt of court‘ as a reasonable 

restriction on free speech but its justification in its present form is 

not tenable in a democracy.  
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3. Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava in the Constituent Assembly said 

that powers to reprimand contempt concerned only actions such 

as the disobedience of an order or direction of a court, which 

were already punishable infractions.  

 

4. Speech in criticism of the courts, he argued, ought not to be 

considered as contumacious, for it would simply open up the 

possibility of gross judicial abuse of such powers; which has now 

been proved true in many instances.  

 

5. Interestingly, in England, whose laws of contempt we have 

adopted, there hasn‘t been a single conviction for scandalising 

the court in more than eight decades.  

 

Conclusion  

The Contempt powers should be used in such a way as not to 

violate Right to Freedom of Speech while also ensuring 

independence of the Judges. 

 

 

14.  What do you understand by Brexit .What is Article 50 of The 

Treaty of Lisbon . Critically Analyze the impact of Brexit on UK and 

India .  

 

Answer - Brexit is the inelegant shorthand for Britain‘s withdrawal 

from the European Union. The UK opted for a momentous change 

of course by voting to leave the European Union in a closely 

fought referendum. 

 

Article 50 sets out the process of leaving the EU and states: ―Any 

Member State may decide to withdraw from the Union in 

accordance with its own constitutional requirements.‖ 

It then goes on to say that a state wishing to withdraw will let the 

European Council know it intends to leave, which will ―trigger‖ the 

article. 

Impact on United Kingdom  

1. Unity of kingdom  



The first is threat to the geographical integrity of the UK. Scotland 

and Northern Ireland had voted in favour of remain in Brexit 

referendum.  

 Scottish National Party declared that it would block the exit from 

the European Union. 

  Scotland may hold a second independence referendum from 

U.K.  

 If Scotland gets another independence vote, calls for Northern 

Ireland to be merged with the Republic of Ireland, an EU member, 

could gain momentum.  

 Londoners (the petition addressed to Mayor Sadiq Khan has 

already attracted a million signatures), has even called for it to 

declare independence from the UK.  

 

2. Economic impact  

 

 Depreciation of Pound: The immediate effect can be seen in the 

drastic fall of the pound.  

 Chances of investment moving from UK to other EU countries 

 In long run London may lose its prominence place as financial 

Hub in Europe.  

 Economic uncertainty at least for two years due to negotiation 

with EU to leave and forming new architecture of economic 

relation.  

 

Impact on India  

 Can impact the inflow from foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) to 

India and affect GDP growth.  

 Domestic investors are concerned about the direct negative 

impact that some of the India-based companies and sectors that 

have investments and exposure to Britain will suffer. 

  A third of the Indian investment in the UK is in the IT and telecom 

sector. With Britain's exit, a requirement for separate headquarters 

for Europe and Britain might crop up.  

 With the reactionary fall in the pound, Indian investors stand to 

gain in the short run as they can acquire property in the UK at a 

cheaper rate.  

 Weaker pound to benefit Indian tourists, students.  

 India is negotiating a Free trade agreement with EU, Britain's exit 

means redrafting of FTA text.  



 Currency depreciation will further increase risk aversion and put 

more pressure on the weak Asian currencies.  

 Rupee depreciation may accentuate Balance of Trade 

(increase in current account deficit). 

 

15. Why NHRC has been called as “ toothless tiger  “ . Critically 

analyse . 

 
 

NHRC investigates matters related to human right violations and 

then recommends remedial measures. However its 

recommendations are not binding and thus not taken seriously by 

state authorities which results in no or delayed implementation.  

Paucity of resources – human, financial and material that results in 

inefficient and ineffective functioning.  

NHRC cannot investigate a case if complaint was made more 

than one year after the incident.  

 

1. The act does not extend to the state of Jammu & Kashmir. 

Hence NHRC cannot investigate incidents of human rights 

violation there.  

2. NHRC powers with respect to investigating cases of human 

rights violation by armed forces are limited.  

3. Protection of human rights act 1993 does not categorically 

empower NHRC to investigate matters of human rights violation by 

private parties.  

4. NHRC do not have any kind of contempt powers thus it cannot 

penalize authorities who do not implement its recommendations 

in a time bound manner.  

5. Staff often involved in executing NHRC functions are not experts 

or experienced in the field of human rights as they are often 

drawn from various Government departments on deputation.  

6. Non-judicial posts are often filled by retired bureaucrats in place 

of relevant experts in the field.  

 

However NHRC‘s intervention has played an important role in 

improving  the condition of people with Disabilities and mental 

disorder, bonded labour, victims of rape, acid attacks and 

household violence, child labours, Juvenile Justice Act etc. 

 



 

Way Forward  

1. The functioning of protection of human rights act needs to be 

revised as 15 years has passed since its passage and current 

demands and challenges needs to be accommodated.  

2. Various structural as well as functional changes need to be 

made so as to make NHRC‘s functioning efficient and effective.  

3. The commission needs to be given more teeth (i.e. 

empowered) and its recommendations must be implemented by 

the government in a time bound manner.  

4. Independent recruitment and management of staff.  

5. Be allowed to independently investigate complaints against 

armed forces personnel.  

Separate body to investigate cases where police are allegedly 

involved in human rights violation  

  

16. India and Pakistan have been inducted as full members of the 

SCO in 2017 . Examine the importance of India‟s membership for 

SCO and India . 

 

Answer –  

 

The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Summit took place 

in Kazakhstan‘s Astana on June 8-9, 2017.  

 

India and Pakistan inducted as full members of the SCO at the 

summit.  

 

At 2015 summit in Ufa, Russia, the SCO formally adopted a 

resolution which started the procedures to admit India and 

Pakistan into the grouping.  

 

Importance of India‘s membership for SCO 

1.  India's entry into the China-dominated SCO is seen as a major 

milestone as it is expected to increase the group's heft in regional 

geopolitics and trade negotiations besides giving it a pan-Asian 

hue.  

 

2. With the expansion of the grouping, the SCO will now represent 

over 40% of humanity and nearly 20% of the global GDP.  



 

3. India, as the largest economy in southern Asia, has much more 

to offer for the economic development of Central Asian countries. 

 

 4. India‘s inclusion offers a huge potential for development and 

expands the influence of the organisation in international and 

regional affairs in various fields, especially in security, geopolitics 

and the economy.  

5. Experts say India's inclusion may even bring down Beijing's 

overarching influence over the SCO. 

 

 Importance of SCO‘s membership for India  

 

1.Becoming a full member of the body will strengthen India‘s 

position in Central Asia. 

 

2. It will also help the country‘s aim to regional integration; 

promote connectivity and stability across borders.  

 

3.Defence cooperation: As an SCO member, India is expected to 

have a bigger say in pressing for concerted action in dealing with 

terrorism as well as on issues relating to security and defence in 

the region.  

 

4.Energy security: India is also likely to get greater access to major 

gas and oil exploration projects in Central Asia as many of the 

SCO countries have huge reserves of oil and natural gas.  

 

5.Counter-terror: India is also keen on deepening its security-

related cooperation with the SCO and its Regional Anti-Terrorism 

Structure (RATS) which specifically deals with issues relating to 

security and defence.  

 

India- Pakistan relation  

1.The SCO membership offers a platform for India to engage 

Pakistan in a wider regional setting.  

 

2.The entry of India and Pakistan into SCO may help boost anti-

terrorism cooperation between the two countries and provide a 

platform to resolve their differences. 



 

 

 

17.  Though free speech is a “ highly valued and cherished right “ , 

imprisonment is a disproportionate punishment for defamatory 

remarks . Critically examine in light of the Supreme court‟s verdict 

on defamation laws. 

 

Answer – In a landmark verdict, the Supreme Court last year 

turned down a clutch of petitions challenging provisions of 

criminal defamation under the Indian Penal Code. The Supreme 

Court has ruled that the provisions are valid and do not violate the 

Constitution. 

 

Defamation refers to the act of publication of defamatory 

content that lowers the reputation of an individual or an entity 

when observed through the perspective of an ordinary man. If 

defamation occurs in spoken words or gestures (or other such 

transitory form) then it is termed as slander and the same if in 

written or printed form is libel. Defamation in India is both a civil 

and a criminal offence. 
 

Why it should be retained? According to Supreme Court  

 Reputation of an individual, constituent in Article 21 is an equally 

important right as free speech.  

 

 Criminalization of defamation to protect individual dignity and 

reputation is a ―reasonable restriction‖ 

 

  Editors have to take the responsibility of everything they publish 

as it has far-reaching consequences in an individual and country‘s 

life  

 

 The acts of expression should be looked at both from the 

perspective of the speaker and the place at which he speaks, the 

audience etc.  

 

 It has been part of statutory law for over 70 years. It has neither 

diluted our vibrant democracy nor abridged free speech 

 



  Protection for ―legitimate criticism‖ on a question of public 

interest is available in the  Civil law of defamation &  Under 

exceptions of Section 499 IPC 

 

  Mere misuse or abuse of law can never be a reason to render a 

provision unconstitutional rather lower judiciary must be sensitized 

to prevent misuse  

 

 Monetary compensation in civil defamation is not proportional 

to the excessive harm done to the reputation 

 

Why it should be deleted?  

 

 Freedom of speech and expression of media is important for a 

vibrant democracy and the threat of prosecution alone is enough 

to suppress the truth. 

 

  Considering anecdotal evidence, every dissent may be taken 

as unpalatable criticism. 

 

  The right to reputation cannot be extended to collectives such 

as the government, which has the resources to set right damage 

to their reputations.  

 

 The process in the criminal cases itself becomes a punishment for 

the accused as it requires him to be personally present along with 

a lawyer on each date of hearing.  

 

 Given that a civil remedy to defamation already exists, no 

purpose is served by retaining the criminal remedy except to 

coerce, harass and threaten.  

 

 It goes against the global trend of decriminalizing defamation   

 

Conclusion: 

 

All this is not to say that defamation must not be discouraged. But 

decriminalising it will bring the IPC in accord with Article 19(2), 

ensuring that the means used to discourage defamation do not 

end up damping legitimate criticism. 



 

18.  Election / Political funding have been described as fountain 

head of corruption within the country. Critically comment on the 

recent measures taken to improve transparency in electoral 

funding . 

 

Answer - Our thriving democracy is based on the bedrock of 

elections and hence for proper functioning of the democracy free 

and fair election is a must. A report from the Association of 

Democratic Reforms (ADR) shows that 75% of the sources of 

funding for political parties are unknown which further become 

one of the major cause of corruption.  

Recent measures taken to improve transparency in electoral 

funding:  

1. Capping of single-source cash donations to 2000 rupees would 

lead to lesser donation in cash.  

2. Allowing political parties to receive donations through cheques 

and digital means enhance transparency.  

3. Issue of electoral bonds by notified banks can be redeemed by 

recognised political parties within a prescribed time limit to ensure 

anonymity in funding.  

4. Asking political parties to file their income tax returns in time 

would lead to income disclosures.  

 

Concerns:  

1) The cash received by recipient party doesn‘t have any ceiling 

limit. Either for the donor, that can perhaps donate cash multiple 

times to the party of choice or for the party that can receive 

infinite money in cash without any proof of donor that may lead 

more invisible payments.  

2) Electoral bond perhaps give the party accounted money as 

donor have to channel it via bank but here nobody, even income 

tax authorities, except donor and receiving political party, can 

know the donor and will get full tax exemption which may lead 

white corruption and unbeatable shadow.  

3) Maximum cash donation limit stays untouched: The Rs.2000 limit 

of cash donation can still be exploited by donors to break their 

donations into multiple cash donations of Rs.2000 which won‘t 

bring any change.  



4) No mention about RTI Act: Despite the order of CIC, political 

parties have refused to come under the ambit of RTI Act and the 

recent budget made no announcements/punitive 

measures/institutional measures to bring political parties under the 

purview of RTI Act. 

 

Way Ahead :  

1) If the country is moving towards digitization, even the Rs.2000 

which can be paid in cash to the political parties should be paid 

online.  

2) Donating to a National Electoral Fund and the details of the 

donors will be kept secret.  

3) There are many political parties at present which do not file the 

return every year. So, all the transactions and accounts being 

done and used by political parties are regulated under a piece of 

legislation.  

4) Bringing political parties under RTI. 

 

 

19. Discuss the features of 108th Constitutional Amendment Bill . 

State the reasons for its opposition. 

 

Answer – 

 Commonly known as the Women's Reservation Bill, it seeks to 

reserve one-third of all seats for women in the Lok Sabha and the 

state legislative assemblies.  

 

1. The Constitution (One Hundred and Eighth Amendment) Bill, 

2008 seeks to reserve one-third of all seats for women in the Lok 

Sabha and the state legislative assemblies.  The allocation of 

reserved seats shall be determined by such authority as 

prescribed by Parliament. 

2. One third of the total number of seats reserved for Scheduled 

Castes and Scheduled Tribes shall be reserved for women of 

those groups in the Lok Sabha and the legislative assemblies. 

3. Reserved seats may be allotted by rotation to different 

constituencies in the state or union territory. 

4. Reservation of seats for women shall cease to exist 15 years 

after the commencement of this Amendment Act. 



 Reasons for opposition 

1. There are divergent views on the reservation policy. Proponents 

stress the necessity of affirmative action to improve the 

condition of women. Some recent studies on panchayats have 

shown the positive effect of reservation on empowerment of 

women and on allocation of resources. 

2. Opponents argue that it would perpetuate the unequal status 

of women since they would not be perceived to be competing 

on merit. They also contend that this policy diverts attention 

from the larger issues of electoral reform such as criminalisation 

of politics and inner party democracy. 

3. Reservation of seats in Parliament restricts choice of voters to 

women candidates. Therefore, some experts have suggested 

alternate methods such as reservation in political parties and 

dual member constituencies. 

4. Rotation of reserved constituencies in every election may 

reduce the incentive for an MP to work for his constituency as 

he may be ineligible to seek re-election from that constituency. 

5. The report examining the 1996 women‘s reservation Bill 

recommended that reservation be provided for women of 

Other Backward Classes (OBCs) once the Constitution was 

amended to allow for reservation for OBCs. It also 

recommended that reservation be extended to the Rajya 

Sabha and the Legislative Councils. Neither of these 

recommendations has been incorporated in the Bill. 

Way Forward 

1. In the meanwhile when the bill has not been passed two 

alternative approach can be utilised  

a. reservation for women candidates within political parties  

b. Dual member constituencies where some constituencies shall 

have two candidates , one being a women. 

20. Explain the “ Kafala Labour System “ existing in Middle Eastern 

countries.  Recently Qatar abolished the” Kafala labour system”, 

evaluate its significance . 



Answer - The kafala system is a system used to monitor migrant 

labourers, working primarily in the construction and domestic 

sectors, in Lebanon, Bahrain, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, 

Saudi Arabia, and the UAE.  

1.  The system requires all unskilled labourers to have an in-country 

sponsor, usually their employer, who is responsible for their visa and 

legal status.  

 

2. The system was compared to modern-day slavery and left 

workers vulnerable and open to abuse as workers need sponsor 

permission to switch jobs or leave the country. 

End to Kafala system  

1.  There are 2.1 million migrant labourers in Qatar from countries 

including Nepal, Bangladesh and India.  

2.Qatar formally announced the end of its controversial ―kafala‖ 

system, arguably the biggest ever labour reform undertaken  

3.  Contract-based system to govern the gas-rich Gulf emirate‘s 

foreign workers would take its place.  

4.  Under the new law, foreign workers must still obtain their 

employer‘s permission to travel abroad, but the interior ministry 

has created "grievance panels" to adjudicate disputes if a worker 

is not allowed to leave.  

 

Significance 

 1.  The new law is the latest step towards improving and 

protecting the rights of every expatriate worker in Qatar  

2. Freedom of movement is guaranteed under the new rules, 

including giving workers the right to change jobs. 

 

3. The exit visa formally needed to leave the country under 

―kafala‖ will be abolished, although workers will still need their 

employers' permission to go home. 

 

 4.  The new law should also offer greater contract protection  

 

5. Any workers mistreated will automatically be allowed to 

change jobs  

 

6.  It will boost the global image of Qatar as a responsible country  

 



7.  It will have a burgeoning effect on economy and now more 

workers prefer to come to Qatar.  

 

8.  A sense of social security in the form of free movement 

 

Way Forward  

1. An employment visa, rather than the sponsor should regulate 

the migrant workers‘ entry to the destination country.  

2.  The migrant worker must be in possession of her passport, travel 

documents and mobile phone at all times.  

3. Migrant workers basic human right to freedom of movement 

must be upheld, particularly for migrant domestic workers who 

should not be forcibly confined in the home.  

4.  Workers must be able to change or terminate employment at 

will without losing valid immigration status and without having to 

obtain the employers permission. 

 5.Policies on labour mobility should be developed with reference 

to the ILO Multilateral Framework on Labour Migration (2006) to 

ensure a rights-based approach.  

6.  Strict enforcement measures should be introduced for 

recruitment agencies and employers that violate migrant workers 

rights.  

7.Countries of origin and destination should ratify and implement 

key ILO conventions related to Migrant workers 

 

 


