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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION  

1. Which of the following state  celebrates ‘Behdienkhlam’ in the month of July for good health, 

property and bumper harvest.(Art and Culture) 

a) Jharkhand 

b) Sikkim 

c) Arunachal Pradesh 

d) Meghalaya 

2. Consider the following statements with reference to GST council.(Indian Economy) 

I.A new Article 279A is incorporated with relation to it. 

II.It consists of the-Union Finance Minister - Chairperson ,The Union Minister of State, in-charge of 

Revenue of finance – Member, The Minister In-charge of finance or taxation or any other Minister 

nominated by each State Government – Members. 

Which of the above statement(s) is/are correct? 

Select codes: 

a) I 

b)II 

c) I,II 

d) None of these 

3. Adimralty Bill ,is recently seen in news, it deals in-----------(Governnce) 

a) related to maritime claims,  

b) arrest and detention of ships  



 

 

c) extension jurisdiction of trial to various courts across the country of arrest and detention of ships. 

d) All of these 

4. What is the GDP growth rate prediction of India as per IMF (International Monetary Fund) for the year 

2018-19? (Indian Economy) 

a) 7.2% 

b) 7.3% 

c) 7.7% 

d) 7.8%  

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1. State whether by enacting the GST Act the states have surrendered their fiscal autonomy to the 

Central government? Comment.(Polity and Governance) 

2.Discuss how Indo-U.S strategic partnership in the field of science and technology is creating a new 

science landscape in recent times. Elaborate (Foreign Affairs) 

3.Does the cold war rivalry between the U.S and the U.S.S.R in space science  beneficial to the progress 

of science in general?(World History & Science and Technology) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

 1.d 

Expanation: Most popular festival of the Jaintia tribe, Behdienkhlam is celebrated in the month of July 

for good health, property and bumper harvest. Although Behdienkhlam is celebrated all over the Jaintia 

hills, the main spectacle happens in the town of Jowai, about 64 km away from Shillong,Meghalaya. 

 2.c 

Expanation:Refer to descriptive questions of answers section. 

3.d 

Explanation:It seeks to upgrade the law related to maritime claims, arrest and detention of ships and 

extends jurisdiction of trial to various courts across the country.  

The Admiralty (Jurisdiction and Settlement of Maritime Claims), 2017 seeks to repeal laws such as the 

Admiralty Court Act, 1861, the Colonial Courts of Admiralty Act, 1890.  



 

 

4.c 

Explanation: The International Monetary Fund’s (IMF) July World Economic Outlook Update retained 

India’s projected GDP growth rate for 2017-18 at 7.2%, and at 7.7% for 2018-19. 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

Q1. GST Act: 

The new Goods and Services Tax (GST) regime, introduced by way of the 101st Constitutional 

Amendment, is based on a fundamental notion that uniformity in tax administration across the country. 

Denting fiscal autonomy: 

GST, far from being a case of “cooperative federalism”, is really an incursion into the authority that 

India’s States have been permitted under the Constitution. The resultant withering of the States’ fiscal 

independence strikes at the core of the Constitution’s basic structure which the Supreme Court has held 

is inviolable. 

Confusion over GST council: 

The introduction of the GST, however, militates against this grand constitutional objective, against the 

aspiration set out in Article 1 of the Constitution, which declares India as a “Union of States”. In 

endeavoring to pursue the goal of creating a single market through a homogenisation of the tax regime, 

the amendment grants to both the Union and the State governments concomitant powers over nearly 

all indirect taxes. To further effectuate this effort, the law also creates a GST Council, which comprises 

the Union Finance Minister, the Union Minister of State in charge of revenue or finance, and the 

minister in charge of finance from each State government. In acting as a nodal agency of sorts, this 

council will recommend a number of things, among others the list of taxes that will be subsumed by the 

GST, the goods and services that will be exempt from the levy of tax, the rates at which tax shall be 

levied, and so forth. The council’s decisions will require a three-fourths majority, but the Central 

government’s votes will have a weightage of one-third of the total votes cast, according, thereby, to the 

Union a virtual veto. 

Concluding remark: 

India’s federal architecture is premised on a principle that promises the maintenance of an internal 

sovereignty, where States function as separate political entities within the domains allocated to them. 

But often the drive to maintain federalism, where the Constitution demands it, goes beyond any 

obligation to preserve the rights of the States. It goes to the root of the constraints against all arbitrary 

power, and, to that extent, this amendment is a grave onslaught on the Constitution’s basic structure. 

Q2. Introduction:  



 

 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s recent visit to the U.S. is likely to deepen bilateral ties in multiple 

strategic areas. Among them, science and technology, a key driver for innovation and job creation in 

both countries, needs to take centre stage. 

Bilateral milestones: 

• Advance Clean Energy and joint participation in mega projects in the areas of fundamental 

science such as the High Intensity Superconducting Proton Accelerator 

• The Thirty Meter Telescope 

• The Laser Interferometer Gravitational Observatory  

• The NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar Mission.  

• Collaborative engagements are focused on sector-agnostic technologies, such as information 

technology, nanotechnology, and gene-editing technology. 

• Last but not the least like collaboration in the fields such as education, economy and trade, 

defense and homeland security, energy and climate, health, agriculture and space. 

The changing scientific landscape: 

To further strengthen the existing system of collaboration and help initiate new ones, the priority must 

be given to the following to create a new scientific landscape such as--------------  

• To understand the science, technology and innovation (STI) landscape in the U.S. Learning the 

best practices on grant management and science administration from key American federal 

agencies such as the National Institutes of Health, the Department of Energy, the National 

Science Foundation, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration and the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture will be a good starting point for India’s science departments and 

research institutions. 

• Learning from U.S. institutions the practices of the innovation value chain — ranging from 

ideation to prototyping and business-friendly incubation of the prototypes and the fostering of a 

proper legal and investor-friendly milieu — will make a visible difference on the ground.  
• The ongoing efforts to promote innovation and entrepreneurship through initiatives like the 

U.S.-India Science and Technology Endowment Fund, the Stanford-India Biodesign Programme 

and the Khorana Technology Transfer programme should be strengthened to enhance the 

efficiency and productivity of our emerging innovation system. 

• Integrating American technologies with products of Indian grassroots innovations. 

Q3. The backdrop of rivalry: 

The Outer Space Treaty, which laid the foundation for an international space law, came into force in 

October 1967, following a feverish, decade-long space race between the Cold War rivals, the U.S. and 

the U.S.S.R. 



 

 

Formulated to bar its signatory countries from placing weapons of mass destruction in orbit of the Earth, 

on the Moon or any other celestial body or the outer space, the treaty aimed to get the countries to use 

space exploration for peaceful purposes. 

Setting new benchmarks:  

The race resulted in the setting of new benchmarks by the superpowers in the late 1950s and 1960s. 

There were many ‘firsts’ that came up during this period, like the--------- 

• successful test of the first Intercontinental Ballistic Missile (ICBM) in 1957 

• launch of the first artificial Earth satellite (Sputnik 1) in 1957  

• first successful orbiting of earth by an animal (Laika, sent by Sputnik 2) in 1957. 

• NASA, which became operational in 1958, was a partly a product of this rivalry. 

Civill and military aims: 

The space race left a wider impact in the field of technology, spawning pioneering efforts to launch 

artificial satellites and unmanned space probes of the Moon, Venus, and Mars, and human space flight 

in low Earth orbit and to the Moon. 

The two countries’ zeal to outperform each other quite beneficial to the progress of science in general, 

despite the work cultures of the space organisations being poles apart. However, the space programmes 

of both the superpowers were not just for civilian purposes; they were as much about military 

supremacy. The idea was to battle through display of power without having to fight an actual war. At 

this point, the United Nations had to step in, in order to ensure that outer space didn’t become a 

battleground for these superpowers, and the Outer Space Treaty was born. 

Way forward: 

The space race didn’t have an end date, and, in many ways, it still continues. But the ‘space rivalry’ 

definitely ended to an extent in 1975, with the Apollo-Soyuz Joint Test mission through which three U.S. 

astronauts and two Soviet cosmonauts became part of the first joint space flight. 

The space race left a legacy in the field of space research worldwide. As the pioneers of space missions, 

both the U.S. and U.S.S.R. helped their allies build their own individual space missions by training their 

scientists and engineers; transferring technology to them; and allowing their researchers to come to 

their space laboratories to learn and improve on their existing knowledge and skills. 

To Get Daily Questions From ‘’The Hindu’’ visit   

                                                              http://www.aptiplus.in/aptiq/ 

 


