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DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1 Does India need a separate law for social discrimination? Justify your answers in the current 

context of different laws enacted by states to surmount it.(Governance) 

2.Briefly enumerate how new the national health policy,2017 will address current and emerging 

challenges rising from socio-economic and epidemiological environments.(Health and Social 

Issues) 

MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION  

1.Consider the following statements with reference to payement banks.(Indian economy) 

I. The minimum paid-up equity capital for payments banks is Rs. 1000 crore. 

II. Payments banks cannot give loans or issue credit cards. 

III. Money collected from depositors can be invested either in government bonds or can be 

deposited with other commercial banks. 

Which of the following statements is/are correct 

Select codes: 

a) II, III 

b) I 

c) I,II,III 

d) I,II 



 

 

2.With reference to MPC(Monetary Policy Committee) which of the following statements is/are 

correct.(Indian Economy) 

I. The meetings of the Monetary Policy Committee are held at least 3 times a year. 

II. The Governor of Reserve Bank of India is the chairperson ex officio of the committee. 

Select codes: 

a) I 

b) II 

c) I,II 

d) None of these. 

3.Consider the following statements.(General Science) 

I. Zika virus is a cause of microcephaly and Guillain-Barré syndrome. 

II.Zika virus is a mosquito-borne flavivirus that was first identified in Tanzania in 1947. 

Which of the following statements is/are not correct 

Select codes: 

a) I 

b)II 

c) I,II 

d) None of these. 

4.With reference to corvette which of the following statements is/are correct?(Current Affairs) 

I.It is traditionally the smallest class of vessel considered to be a proper warship. 

II. The warship class above the corvette is that of the frigate. 

Select codes: 

a) I 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frigate


 

 

b)II 

c) I,II 

d) None of these. 

5.With reference to the National Health Policy 2017, which of the following statements is/are 

correct?(Current Affairs). 

I.The National Health Policy 2017 has set the target of “relative reduction in prevalence of 

current tobacco use by 25% by 2020 and 40% by 2025”. 

II.It proposes establishment of National Digital Health Authority (NDHA) to regulate, develop and 

deploy digital health across the continuum of care. Select codes: 

a) I 

b)II 

c) I,II 

d) None of these. 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

Q1. Social discrimination takes several forms. Discrimination can be either direct or indirect. 

Direct discrimination4 describes a phenomenon where there is a deliberate and explicit policy to 

exclude a specific individual or a social group from some possible opportunities.  

Indian Context: 

Through the Constitution the Indian state promises equality to all its citizens. The various 

provisions of the Constitution elucidated in the chapters on Fundamental Rights (justiciable) and 

on Directive Principles of State Policies (non-justiciable) delineate the state’s obligation to 

provide equal opportunities to all its citizens in social, political and economic spheres. 

Article 17 of the Constitution and the Protection of Civil Rights Act outlaw untouchability in all its 

forms, but these are legal protections intended for the Scheduled Castes. 



 

 

In reality, members of various castes and communities also require such protection from 

informal village councils and gatherings of elders who draw on their own notions of conformity, 

community discipline, morality and social mores to issue diktats to the village or the community 

to cut off ties with supposedly offending persons and families. 

The Maharashtra Protection of People from Social Boycott (Prevention, Prohibition and 

Redressal) Act, 2016: 

The Act lists over a dozen types of actions that may amount to ‘social boycott’, and made a 

criminal offence punishable with imprisonment up to three years or a fine of 1 lakh or both. 

The law recognizes the human rights dimension to issues of social boycott, as well as the varied 

forms which occurs in a caste-based society. 

This is not the first law of this type. Bombay enacted a law against excommunication in 1949,but 

it was struck down in supreme court in1962. 

Concluding remark: 

It is not a proud moment for a country when special legislation is required to prohibit social 

discrimination .ostracism and practices repugnant to human dignity .Yet, given the prevailing 

circumstances, any legislative assault on abhorrent social practices ought to be welcomed. 

Q2. 

Introduction: 

The National Health Policy, 2017, was approved by the Union Cabinet Wednesday, two years 

after a draft copy of the bill was circulated among stakeholders. After considering suggestions 

from the public, state governments and others, the new policy will replace the previous one, 

which was framed 15 years ago in 2002. The policy, which aims at providing healthcare in an 

“assured manner” to all, will address current and emerging challenges arising from the ever 

changing socio-economic, technological and epidemiological scenarios. 

Key highlights: 

• The government aims in shifting focus from “sick-care” to “wellness”, by promoting 

prevention and well-being. 

• It intends on gradually increasing public health expenditure to 2.5% of the GDP. 



 

 

• To strengthen health systems by ensuring everyone has access to quality services and 

technology despite financial barriers. The policy proposes increasing access, improving 

quality and reducing costs. It proposes free drugs, free diagnostics and free emergency 

and essential healthcare services in public hospitals. 

• To focus on primary health care: The policy advocates allocating two-thirds (or more) of 

resources to primary care. It proposes two beds per 1,000 of the population to enable 

access within the golden hour (the first 60 minutes after a traumatic injury). 

 

• To reduce morbidity and preventable mortality of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) 

by advocating pre-screening. 

• To promote Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s ‘Make in India’ initiative by using drugs and 

devices manufactured in the country. 

• It highlights AYUSH (Ayurveda, Yoga & Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homeopathy) 

as a tool for effective prevention and therapy that is safe and cost-effective. It proposes 

introducing Yoga in more schools and offices to promote good health. 

• Reforming medical education. 

• The policy also lists quantitative targets regarding life expectancy, mortality and 

reduction of disease prevalence in line with the objectives of the policy. 

Addressing Challenges: 

• Increase Life Expectancy at birth from 67.5 to 70 by 2025. 

• Reduce infant mortality rate to 28 by 2019. 

• Reduce Under Five Mortality to 23 by 2025. 

• Achieve the global 2020 HIV target (also termed 90:90:90; 90 per cent of all people living 

with HIV know their HIV status, 90 per cent of all people diagnosed with HIV infection 

receive sustained antiretroviral therapy and 90 per cent of all people receiving 

antiretroviral therapy will have viral suppression) 

• To reduce premature mortality from cardiovascular diseases, cancer, diabetes or chronic 

respiratory diseases by 25 per cent by 2025. 

                                                   SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1.a 

Explanation: The minimum paid-up equity capital for payments banks is Rs. 100 crore. 



 

 

2.b 

Explanation: The meetings of the Monetary Policy Committee are held at least 4 times a year. 

3.b 

Explanation: Zika virus is a mosquito-borne flavivirus that was first identified in Uganda in 1947. 

4.c 

5.b 

Explanation: The National Health Policy 2017 has set the target of “relative reduction in 

prevalence of current tobacco use by 15% by 2020 and 30% by 2025”. 
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