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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION 

1.The term 90-90-90 targets  associated with which of the following diseases.(Current Affairs) 

a) Zika 

b) Ebola 

c) HIV 

d) Tuberculosis 

2.SSM(special safe guard mechanism) is associated with which international organization.(International 

Organisation) 

a)World Bank. 

b) International Monetary Fund(IMF) 

c) World Trade Organisation(WTO) 

d) None of these 

3.Consider the following statements with reference to 14th Presidential election in India.(Indian Poity & 

Current Affairs) 

I.The value of each vote of an MP was 708. 

II.Among the States, each vote in Uttar Pradesh had the highest value of 208, while each vote from 

Puducherry had the lowest value of seven. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

Select codes: 

a)I 

b)II 

c)I,II 



d) None of these. 

4. Consider the following statements with reference to disease dementia.(General Science) 

I. Alzheimer's is the most common type of dementia. 

II. Vascular dementia is a decline in thinking skills caused by conditions that block or reduce blood flow 

to the brain, depriving brain cells of vital oxygen and nutrients.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

Select codes: 

a)I 

b)II 

c)I,II 

d) None of these  

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1.Does the office of the President in India a ceremonial one? Substantiate your answer in the context of 

discretionary powers  enjoyed by the President.(Indian Polity) 

2.What do you mean by linguistic citizenship ?Is it compromised in a democratic country like 

India?(Social Issues) 

3.State whether the sting of HIV/AIDS is declining in the world due to serious and concerted effort by 

UNAIDS? Illustrate your answer in the context of India.(Health and Social issues) 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1.c 

Explanation: The targets were launched in 2014 to accelerate progress so that, by 2020, 90% of all 

people living with HIV know their HIV status, 90% of all people with diagnosed HIV are accessing 

sustained ART and 90% of all people accessing ART are virally suppressed. 

2.c 

Explanation: WTO’s Special Safeguard Mechanism (SSM) is a protection measure allowed for developing 

countries to take contingency restrictions against agricultural imports that are causing injuries to 

domestic farmers. The contingency measure is imposition of tariff if the import surge causes welfare loss 

to the domestic poor farmers. The design and use of the SSM is an area of conflict under the WTO. 

3.a 



Explanation: The value of each vote of an MP was 708.Among the States, each vote in Uttar Pradesh had 

the highest value of 208, while each vote from Sikkim had the lowest value of seven. Puduchery and NCT 

Delhi are not entitled to vote in Presidential election. 

4.c 

Explanation: Dementia is a general term for a decline in mental ability severe enough to interfere with 

daily life. Memory loss is an example. Alzheimer's is the most common type of dementia. Vascular 

dementia is a decline in thinking skills caused by conditions that block or reduce blood flow to the brain, 

depriving brain cells of vital oxygen and nutrients. 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

Q1.Criticism of the office of the President: 

Presidents have been criticized for---------------- 

being a rubber stamp for the government and exploiting constitutional ambiguities to exercise greater 

influence than their position warrants. 

• The most egregious example of the first trait was President Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed (1974-77) 

signing Prime Minister Indira Gandhi’s Proclamation of Emergency on the night of 25 June 1975 

and the sycophancy of President  Zail Singh (1982-87). 

• Frequent use and misuse of power under article 356 to impose President’s rule in states has 

further eroded the confidence and impartial nature of the President’s office. 

• The role of president has been come under scrutiny at time of transition between governments. 

President Zail Singh’s decision to invite Rajiv Gandhi to take over as Prime Minister after Indira 

Gandhi’s assassination, President Neelam Sanjiva Reddy’s (1977-82) call for fresh elections on 

the advice of Charan Singh, a Prime Minister who had himself not won the trust vote in the Lok 

Sabha are some of the such instances. 

• It must be noted that the office of the President was not conceived as merely a ceremonial post. 

The discretionary powers granted under the constitution demand a delicate balance without 

slipping into being either an unthinking rubber stamp or an overzealous interventionist. 

Why it is not a ceremonial one------------ 

• The President can be far from being a pushover, if he so chooses. He is the first citizen of the 

country and the Supreme Commander of the Defence Forces. 

• The President authorizes the presentation of the union Budget, a money bill can be introduced 

in Lok Sabha only after his consent and a bill passed by both Houses becomes an Act after the 

President’s assent. 



• Pardoning powers are vested with the President as per Article 72. He can promulgate 

Ordinances when Parliament is not in session and impose emergency (National, State and 

Financial) after advice from the council of ministers.  

Discretionary Power of President: 

• Sending the bill passed by both houses for reconsideration (Excluding Money Bill and 

Constitutional Amendment Bill). 

• Vetoing the bill - Withholding the bill. 

• Vetoing on State Legislatures' bills which are recommended by Governor of the state for 

Presidential Consideration. 

• Appointing the New Prime Minister in case of death of the PM in office or in case of hung 

Parliament. 

• With holding the Promulgation of the Ordinance if feels that the ordinance is of bad faith or 

affecting the national interest. 

• When he seeks advice from the Supreme court, and after the advice tendered he can act upon 

his discretion. 

• When PM or any Minister loses the 'No Confidence Motion', its up to his discretion to dissolve 

the Lower house or to look in to the alternative government farming while life of loksabha is 

intact. 

Concluding remark: 

The office of the President was not conceived as merely a ceremonial post.The discretionary power that 

he authorizes a delicate balance without slipping into being either an unthinking rubber stamp or an 

overzealous interventionist. 

Q2.Defining linguistic citizenship: 

Linguistic citizenship focuses on a broad articulation between the diversity of linguistic practices and 

resources which civil society draws upon, and emphasizes the political and social participation of 

linguistic communities rather than a reliance on legal provisions and inappropriate institutionalization. 

Indian context: 

• UNESCO has been promoting the idea of language as an inalienable cultural right.It has already 

built it into the charter of sustainable development goals.India is a formal signatory to the 

character. 

• The findings of Pepole’s Linguistic Survey of India indicate that between 1961 and 2011 ,nearly 

250 indian languages disappeared altogether.If the neglect of our smaller languages continues 

,it is likely that within the next two or three decades another 300 languages will disappear. 

• Our population stands today at 1.3 billion,with close to 15 crore children who deserve to be in 

school.It would be useful to know if the ones who will not be able to go to school at all,or will lag 



behind and drop out ,are children whose mother tongues lie hidden in the concealed language 

data. 

Compromising democracy: 

By trashing the languages of the coastal communities ,the nomadic communities ,the hill communities 

,the Adivasis and the minorities in every state , we are not once violating the UNESCO charter 

,vandalizing the future post-2010 generation ,denying citizens their linguistic citizenship and pauperizing 

India culturally.If we had to use a single word for this condition ,it would be asphysia.A country that 

watches silently and unmoved thespreading asphasia  invariably invites upon himself a compromised 

democracy. 

Q3. UNAIDS: 

The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV and AIDS (UNAIDS) is the main advocate for accelerated, 

comprehensive and coordinated global action on the HIV/AIDS pandemic. 

The mission of UNAIDS is to lead, strengthen and support an expanded response to HIV and AIDS that 

includes preventing transmission of HIV, providing care and support to those already living with the 

virus, reducing the vulnerability of individuals and communities to HIV and alleviating the impact of the 

epidemic. UNAIDS seeks to prevent the HIV/AIDS epidemic from becoming a severe pandemic. 

UNAIDS Report: 

• Worldwide , AIDS-related deaths have fallen from 1.9 million in 2005 to 1 million in 2016 

• Most progress is in eastern and southern Africa, which has been most affected by HIV and which 

accounts for more than half of all people living with HIV. 

• For the first time that more than half the people living with HIV (53%) around the world now 

have access to treatment and AIDS-related deaths have almost halved since 2005. 

India’s status: 

• India remains as the country with the third largest population of people with HIV after South 

Africa and Nigeria 

• India needs to scale up its interventions to tackle the HIV/AIDS burden in order to shore up 

efforts that saw the number of Indians dying from the disease fall 58% from 2005 to 2016 

• The report titled Ending AIDS: progress towards the 90–90–90, revealed that in India, only 49% 

of patients were on antiretroviral therapy (ART) in 2016. 

• The coverage of pregnant women living with HIV accessing antiretroviral medicines is 41% and 

for children it is a mere 33%. 

• Only 25.7% Indian youth (15-24 years) are aware of HIV prevention. 
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