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MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION 

1.With reference to ICAO (International Civil Aviation Organisation) ,which of the following statements 

is/are correct?(International Institution) 

I. Its headquarters are located in the Quartier International of Montreal, Quebec, Canada. 

II. The ICAO conducts audit in areas related to legislation, organisation, licensing, operation, 

airworthiness, accident investigation, air navigation and aerodromes. 

Select codes: 

a) I 

b)II 

c) I,II 

d) None of these 

2. Consider the following statements with reference to RCEP (Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership). (Regional Economic Cooperation) 

I. RCEP is viewed as an alternative to the Trans-Pacific Partnership. 

II.China and U.S are original signatories. 

Which of the above statements is/are not correct? 

Select codes: 

a) I 

b) II 

c) I, II 

d) None of these 



 

 

3.Which of the following statements is/are correct with reference to AUSINDEX -17(Australia and India 

joint naval exercise in 2017).(Bilateral Relation) 

I.The guided missile frigate INS Shivalik, the anti-submarine stealth corvette INS Kamorta, and oiler INS 

Jyoti were participated in AUSINDEX-17. 

II It organized in port city Vizag. 

Select codes: 

a) I 

b) II 

c) I, II 

d) None of these 

4.Consider the following statements with reference to Mahandayi river.(Current Issues) 

I.Mahandayi Water Disputes tribunal involves Goa and Karnataka. 

II.It  originates in Karnataka and meets the Arabian Sea in Panaji. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

Select codes: 

a) I 

b) II 

c) I, II 

d) None of these 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

1. Despite the most stringent penal provisions in the law against manual scavenging, it continues in parts 

of India. Critically examine the sentence with respect to Swachh Bharat Abhiyan. (Governance) 

2. Whether Right to Privacy a Fundamental Right and is part of the basic structure of constitution? 

(Indian Polity) 

3. Why coral reef is significant in marine ecosystem? How is it formed? Briefly describe the factors that 

are detrimental to corals around the world. (Ecology and Environment). 

 



 

 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

 

1.c 

2.b 

Explanation: China is among the 16 signatories that includes India. 

3.a 

Explanation: The 2nd edition of bilateral maritime exercise ‘AUSINDEX-17’ between Indian Navy and 

Royal Australian Navy took place in Fremantle, Australia from June 13 to 17 to increase inter-operability 

and cooperation between the two forces. 

4.b. 

Explanation: Mahandayi Water Disputes tribunal involves Goa, Karnataka and Maharashtra.  

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS: 

MODEL ANSWERS 

Q1. Manual scavenging is a term used in India, which refers to the removal of raw (fresh and untreated) 

human excreta from buckets or other containers that are used as toilets or from the pits of pit latrine. 

Manual scavenging involves the removal of raw human excreta using brooms and tin plates, and usually 

no personal protective equipment by the workers (called "scavengers") doing the job. The excreta are 

piled into baskets, which the workers carry on their heads to locations sometimes several kilometers 

away from the latrines. 

 The Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act, 2013: 

The Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act, 2013, makes it clear 

that no person, local authority or any agency shall, from such date as the state government may notify, 

which shall not be later than one year from the date of commencement of this Act, engage or employ, 

either directly or indirectly, any person for hazardous cleaning of a sewer or a septic tank. 

Reasons for persistence of manual scavenging: 

• Manual scavenging persists mainly because of the continued presence of insanitary latrines, of 

which there are about 2.6 million that require cleaning by hand. 

• In spite of a legal obligation to do so, State governments are not keen to demolish and rebuild 

old facilities lacking sanitation, or conduct a full census of both the latrines and the people 

engaged in clearing such waste. 



 

 

• Many communities still regard the inclusion of a sanitary toilet as ritual and physical pollution of 

the house, and even the less conservative are ready to accept only large, expensive and 

unscientific structures much bigger than those recommended by the WHO. 

• More pernicious is the entrenched belief in the caste system, that assumes Dalits will readily 

perform the stigmatised task of emptying latrines. Clearly, the law on punishment exists only on 

paper. 

• The Central government, which directly runs the self-employment scheme for the rehabilitation 

of these workers, has also reduced funds from Rs. 448 crore in the 2014-15 budget to Rs. 5 crore 

this year. High allocation in the past has not meant substantial or effective utilisation. 

Manual scavenging and Swachh Bharat Abhiyan: 

Clean India "Swachh Bharat Mission" (SBM) is a national campaign by the Government of India, covering 

4,041 statutory cities and towns, to clean the streets, roads and infrastructure of the country. The 

campaign was officially launched on October 2, 2014 at Rajghat, New Delhi, where Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi himself cleaned the road. 

The Swachh Bharat Abhiyan has no meaning while manual scavenging remains a reality. The biggest 

violator of this law in India is the Indian Railways where many train carriages have toilets dropping the 

excreta from trains on the tracks and who employ scavengers to clean the tracks manually. In the 

Railway Budget 2016-17 Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu has set the target to fit 17,000 bio-toilets in 

long-distance trains as part of its 'Swachh Rail - Swachh Bharat' programme. Aiming to eliminate direct 

discharge toilets from its entire fleet of passenger coaches by 2020-21, Railways has drawn up an action 

plan to replace them with environment-friendly bio-toilets.  

Swachh Bharat Mission can only be made successful if manual scavenging in the states is completely 

eliminated and replaced with modern toilets. The progressive rehabilitation of the those dependent on 

scavenging has also to be planned simultaneously through skill development programmes so that they 

get suitably rehabilitated.  

 

Q2. Brief Introduction: 

It is essential to determine whether there is a fundamental right to privacy in the Indian Constitution.It 

will be right to mention that Two earlier judgements of the court — M P Sharma’s case in 1954 and 

Kharak Singh’s case in 1962 — had held that privacy was not a fundamental right. 

Arguments In favour --------- 

In a Republic founded on a written Constitution, it is difficult to accept there is no fundamental right to 

privacy. 

There is a battery of judgements saying privacy is a fundamental right. 



 

 

Right may not necessarily confine itself to one Article in the Constitution or on one amendment. 

Privacy is an “inalienable human right” as said in the United Nations Human Rights Declaration. 

Arguments in against------------- 

Founding fathers of the Constitution gave its citizens all kinds of fundamental rights, the right to privacy 

was “consciously avoided”. 

1962 judgement had struck down all aspects of privacy raised in the case, except to acknowledge that a 

citizen has privacy inside his home as “our home is our castle”. 

Concluding remark: 

It has been argued that right to privacy is part of article 21, right to life and interspersed in article 

19(Article 19 of the constitution provides freedom of speech which is the right to express one’s opinion 

freely without any fear through oral / written / electronic/ broadcasting / press.), though not explicitly 

stated in the constitution. 

 

Q3.Formation of coral reef: 

 Coral reefs are large underwater structures composed of the skeletons of coral, which are marine 

invertebrate animals. 

The coral species that build coral reefs are known as hermatypic or “hard” corals because they extract 

calcium carbonate from seawater to create a hard, durable exoskeleton that protects their soft, sac-like 

bodies. 

Each individual coral is referred to as a polyp. New coral polyps live on the calcium carbonate 

exoskeletons of their ancestors, adding their own exoskeleton to the existing coral structure. 

Significance of coral reef: 

Coral reefs are important for many different reasons aside from supposedly containing the most diverse 

ecosystems on the planet. They----------- 

• protect coastlines from the damaging effects of wave action and tropical storms 

• provide habitats and shelter for many marine organisms 

• are the source of nitrogen and other essential nutrients for marine food chains 

• assist in carbon and nitrogen fixing 

• help with nutrient recycling. 

• Coral reefs face numerous threats. 

Threat to coral reef: 



 

 

• Weather-related damage to reefs occurs frequently. Large and powerful waves from hurricanes 

and cyclones can break apart or flatten large coral heads, scattering their fragments  

• Reefs also are threatened by tidal emersions. Long periods of exceptionally low tides leave 

shallow water coral heads exposed, damaging reefs. The amount of damage depends on the 

time of day and the weather conditions.  

• In addition to severe weather, corals are vulnerable to attacks by predators. Large sea stars like 

this crown-of-thorns (Acanthaster planci) slowly crawl over coral reefs consuming all of the 

living coral tissue they come into contact with. 

• Increased sea surface temperatures, decreased sea level and increased salinity from altered 

rainfall can all result from weather patterns such as El Niño. Together these conditions can have 

devastating effects on a coral’s physiology. 

• In addition to weather, corals are vulnerable to predation. Fish, marine worms, barnacles, crabs, 

snails and sea stars all prey on the soft inner tissues of coral polyps.  
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