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The Hindu Dt:16/07/2017 

 

MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION 

Q1. The Odisha State police has launched ‘Operation Muskan.’ What is its objective? [Security 
and Social Schemes] 
A. To fight anaemia amongst adolescents 
B. To rescue missing children 
C. To reduce infant mortality 
D. To ensure universal primary enrolment 
Answer: B 
Hindu Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/operation-muskan-launched-
inodisha- to-rescue-missing-children/article19287500.ece 
Explanation: Operation Muskan, a month-long drive to rescue Odisha’s missing children, was 
launched by the State police on Saturday. This is the third edition launched by the Crime Branch 
in association with the Women and Child Development Department. 
 
Q2. Which of the following are seismic waves? [Geography] 
1. Primary waves 
2. Secondary waves 
3. Love waves 
4. Rayleigh waves 
A. 1 and 3 only 
B. 3 and 4 only 
C. 2 and 3 only 
D. 1 and 2 only 
 
Answer : B 
Hindu Article: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/himachal-pradesh-earthquake/ 
article19287713.ece 
Explanation: Primary waves and Secondary waves penetrate the interior of the Earth and are 
called body waves. Surface waves do not penetrate the interior. 
 
Q3. Doklam is a narrow plateau lying between which of the following countries? [India’s 
neighbourhood] 
A. India and Nepal 
B. India, Nepal and China 
C. India and China 
D. India, China and Bhutan 
Answer : D 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/operation-muskan-launched-inodisha-
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Hindu Article : http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/mps-ministers-exchange-notes-on-
doklam/ 
article19287968.ece 
Explanation : Doklam is a narrow plateau lying in the tri-junction of Bhutan, China and India. It is 
a disputed territory claimed by both Bhutan and China. 
 
DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

 
Q1. Discuss the salience of the the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Bill 2016. 

Explanation: 
 
Hindu Article : http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/its-tough-to-be-autistic-tougher-still-to-
getcertified/ 
article19287744.ece 
 
The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Bill 2014 

- 2.2% of our population is differently abled. India has signed the UN Convention and can no 

longer afford to treat them as second class citizens 

- Some good provisions in contrast with the previous bill: 

1) definition has been largely extended to include 21 disabilities in contrast to only 7 previous 
2) learning and speech disabilities have also been included 
3) disabilities due to acid attacks, thalacemia, parkinson’s disease, etc have been included as 
well 
- the number of disabled will go up a lot from the 2.6 million 
4) reservation in employment and educational institutions has been increased to 4% 
5) upper age limit for accessing primary and higher education has been relaxed. 
6) penalty of not complying with this has been raised to imprisonment for 2 years and fine of 
upto 10 lakhs 

- Certain lacunas: 

1) reservation: this should be based on the number of vacancies rather than government 
officials 
identifying posts that may be filled by such persons 
2) Advisory committees: do not have any members who are PWD 
3) Certification: no time limit provided within which the certificate must be provided 
 
Q2. Experts have opined that the stand-off between Indian and Chinese troops in Bhutanese 
territory of the Doklam plateau shows how Beijing is attempting to change the status quo in the 
sub-continent. What are the factors favouring China today? 
 
 

Explanation: 
Hindu Article : http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/interview/the-only-way-to-deal-with-the-chinese-
isdirectly/ 
article19259254.ece 
 

- Factors working in favour of China/ different aspects of Chinese engagement: 

1) India has strained relations with all its neighbours to varying degrees with the sole exception 
of 
Bhutan. India is large in terms of land size, population and economy constituting about 70% of 
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all of these categories. It is natural that our neighbours will be suspicious and fearful of indian 
domination and may gang up against India. 
2) India also shares real borders or close border with all the states in the region. According to 
Kautilya, two countries that share borders are ‘Ari’ or ‘enemies.’ He further said that the enemy 
of an enemy is a friend. This makes China a likely friend of all South Asian neighbours. Truth 
may be seen in this. China has much closer relations with some Indian neighbours. 
3) India however is not as close to Chinese neighbours. Even though China’s strategic relations 
with its neighbours are strained they have full economic interdependence with China. This 
includes Japan. 
4) There are many theories regarding Chinese plans to contain India in its own neighbourhood. 
This includes the String of Pearls and Maritime Silk Route project (which hides the intention). 
The bigger cause of concern is the CPEC . China is going to invest another $46 billion in 
the corridor project which not only passes through POK but also has a potential to undermine 
India’s advantages in the Indian Ocean. 
5) China-Pakistan axis: of all neighbours China has closest relations with Pak, which considers 
China as an all-weather friend. Pak Officials have described it as ‘higher than mountain, 
deeper than ocean and sweeter than honey.’ China has supported Pak on the terrorism 
issue and has held that it isn't a sponsor but a victim of terrorism. 
6) China with Pak is trying to marginalise India’s influence in Afghanistan. They have kept india 
out of the Quadrilateral cooperation group 
7) Recently, China has been trying to improve relations with Nepal and Maldives too. With 
Nepal putting allegations against India for creating a blockade along the borders and of toppling 
over of the Oli government. In case of Maldives, relations were strained with the GMR group’s 
airport project being stalled and political turns in Maldives which are unfavourable to India. The 
countries looked towards China. China has offered the use of a seaport to reduce Nepal’s 
dependence on India. It has also proposed an infrastructure connectivity project. 
8) India has good relations with Bangladesh currently under the Modi government and the 
Sheikh Hassina government. However, other than Awami League many political parties prefer 
to have closer relations with China. India currently has good relations with Sri Lanka too with a 
series of official visits and a change in government in Sri Lanka which is favorable to India. 
However, 
China seems to play the card of supporting human rights in the country. 
9) All of India’s neighbours have supported China’s entry into SAARC 
10) Not only in S Asia, China has bigger influence in Central Asia, Africa, Latin America. 
Chinese influence is increasing even in the Middle east 
Conclusion: The Prime Minister Of India must consolidate his Neighbourhood First policy taking 
into account the China factor. It is important to consolidate influence in one’s own 
neighbourhood to rise as a regional and consequently world power. 


