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APTI Q 

The Hindu Dt:15/07/2017 

 

MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION 

Q1. Which of the following is/are a separatist group active in Kashmir? (Security) 
A. Jaish-e-Mohammed 
B. Hezbollah 
C. Hamas 
D. Al Qaeda 
Answer : A 
Hindu Article: http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/encounter-breaks-out-
betweenmilitants- 
security-forces-in-jammu-and-kashmir/article19283917.ece?homepage=true 
Explanation: 
1. Jaishe-e-Mohammed: Jaish-e-Mohammed is a Deobandi jihadist group active in Kashmir. 
The 
group's primary motive is to separate Kashmir from India and merge it into Pakistan. It has 
carried out several attacks primarily in the Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir. It also 
maintained close relations with Taliban and Al-Qaeda in Afghanistan and continues to be allied 
to them. 
2. Hezbollah: is a Shi'a Islamist militant group and political party based in Lebanon. 
3. Hamas: is a Palestinian Sunni-Islamic fundamentalist organization. 
4. Al Qaeda: is a militant Sunni Islamist multi-national organization founded in 1988 by Osama 
bin 
Laden, Abdullah Azzam, and several other Arab volunteers who fought against the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan in the 1980s. 
 
Q2. Which of the following are characteristics of the sugarcane crop? (Indian Geography) 
1. It is endemic to South Asia 
2. Sugarcane accounts for 80% of sugar produced. 
3. Sugarcane requires a minimum of 60 cm of rainfall annually 
4. Sugarcane can tolerate frosts in temperate or hilly areas. 
5. Sugarcane can be grown only in fertile soils 
A. 1, 3 and 5 
B. 1, 2,3, and 5 
C. 2 and 3 
D. All of the above 
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Answer : C 
Hindu Article: http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/maximum-support-maximum-price/ 
article19280622.ece?homepage=true 
Explanation: 
1. Statement 1 is incorrect: Sugarcane is native to the warm temperate to tropical regions of 
South Asia and Melanesia. Its prime growing regions are Mauritius, Dominican Republic, 
Puerto Rico, India, Guyana, Indonesia, Pakistan, Peru, Brazil, Bolivia, Colombia, Australia, 
Ecuador, Cuba, the Philippines, El Salvador, Jamaica, and Hawaii 
2. Statement 2 and 3 are correct. 
3. Statement 4 is incorrect: Sugarcane cannot tolerate severe frost 
4. Statement 5 is incorrect: Sugarcane can be grown on many soils ranging from highly fertile 
well-drained mollisols, through heavy cracking vertisols, infertile acid oxisols, peaty histosols, to 
rocky andisols. Both plentiful sunshine and water supplies increase cane production. 
 
 
Q3. Which of the following banking options are available to farmers in rural areas to access 
credit 
for agriculture? (Economy) 
A. cooperative banks 
B. nationalised banks 
C. regional rural banks 
D. All of the above 
Answer : D 
Hindu Article: http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/maximum-support-maximum-price/ 
article19280622.ece?homepage=true 
Explanation: Expenses, varying for different crops, are facilitated both by the money they get by 
selling their previous produce in the market and by borrowing from cooperative banks, 
nationalized banks and regional rural banks at an interest of around 7%. 
 
 
Q4. Which of the following are the causes underlying the breaking of an iceberg from the Larsen 
C Ice Shelf in Antarctica? (Environment) 
1. Global Warming 
2. Ozone depletion 
3. Activities of emperor penguins in sea ice 
4. Settlement of particulate matter on ice shelf 
A. 1 and 2 
B. 1,2 and 4 
C. 1, 2 and 3 
D. None of the above 
 
Answer: D 
Hindu Article: http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/adrift-at-sea/article19280561.ece 
Explanation: Scientists from Project MIDAS, a U.K.-based Antarctic research project that has 
been 
looking at the ice shelf for many years, have said the formation of icebergs is natural, and no 
link to 
human-induced climate change was available in this case. 
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DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

 
Q1. What is the likely impact of Brexit on India? 

Model Answer 
Hindu Article: http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/how-brexit-has-begun-to-unravel/ 
article19280577.ece 

 

- Backdrop (for economic impacts, impact on indian interest): In a world of complex 

interdependence, any move such as Brexit, will have ramifications on geopolitics and 
geoeconomics 
across the world. The effects will be seen in waves. There will be short term and long 
term effects. The decision will certainly not bode well for the world economy that is still grappling 
in the clutches of recession and austerity. 

- What is Brexit?: The people of Britain voted for a British exit, from the EU in a historic 

referendum. Under Article 50 of the Lisbon Treaty, the formal negotiation process for withdrawal 
shall take place within 2 years. As a result, the vote to leave the EU will trigger a 2 year 
‘withdrawal process’ which will determine the future of UK’s relationship with the EU. 

- Impacts on India: 

1) Imports and Exports: immediate, short term effect will be negative. If Brexit leads to a 
contraction of European economies then the demand for Indian exports will shrink. The effects 
should however smoothen out once the European economies recover. Moreover, the pound is 
likely to be devaluated. this will make Indian imports into Britain costlier. This will once again 
affect Indian exports to Britain, especially since it is an important destination for Indian 
exporters. Further, exports to the UK are expected to face challenges in the short term owing to 
confusions in procedures, now that EU processes may not apply to UK any longer. However, at 
the same time, Indian export companies competing with British companies in European 
markets will benefit as British companies can no longer treat continental Europe as a “home 
market” This recovery will be faster for those indian companies which compete with British 
manufacturers in European markets since the British companies can no longer treat continental 
Europe as a “home market.” 
2) Indian business in terms of trade: Indian firms which use Britain as a base for European 
operations will experience an increase in trading costs since they will face increased tariff 
barriers once Britain formally leaves the EU. On the contrary, positive effects will also be seen 
as a Brexit could potentially open up new trading opportunities with britain. Currently, UK 
accounted for only 15% of India’s total merchandise trade and while trade in services has 
eased the pace of growth has been much slower than trade with US and Asia. Much potential 
remains. However, with Britain freed of strict EU regulations one can only hope that it will be 
easier for India to engage in business with the 5th largest economy in the world. 
3) India business in terms of investment: India invests more in the UK than in the rest of Europe 
combined, emerging as the UK’s 3rd largest FDI investor. Access to European markets is a key 
driver for indian companies, for e.g. pharmaceutical companies. Depending on the trade 
negotiations the UK has with the EU, the Indian firms will have to rethink their strategy. For 
instance, 1/3rd of indian investment in the UK is in the IT and telecom sector and they may 
require separate headquarters for Europe. Indian investment may hence be diverted to EU. 
4) Indian Economy: (1) The verdict provides India an opportunity to establish new trade ties with 
UK. now India can enter into an FTA with the UK, unhinged by the challenges posed in the 
India-EU BTIA. (2) A depreciating pound will allow cheaper imports in field of food, technology, 
fine liquor and capital machinery. (3) Further, India-UK economic relationship as the UK seeks 
to compensate for loss of preferential access to EU markets. (4) moreover, unlike other 
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economies India is resilient to any shocks that may hit the global financial and capital markets. 
With comfortable foreign exchange reserves, inflation coming down and structural reforms on 
path India will be able to deal with all eventualities. This was seen after stock markets and 
rupee dropped on results from UK referendum. 
5) Immigration and Foreign Education: Brexit may have the potential to affect immigration 
through 
“work and study routes” negatively from non-EU nations. The move is expected to make it 
difficult for British firms to hire professionals from countries like India. What is worrying here is 
that this exit might prompt other countries to shift to policies blocking immigration. However, 
there could also be positive impacts of Brexit on higher education opportunities for Indian 
students. A cheaper pound will benefit Indian students seeking education in the UK. On the 
other hand, students will no longer be eligible for EU funding and loans. 
 
 
 
 
Q2. What are the likely effects of the calving of the trillion ton iceberg from the Larsen C Ice 
Shelf in Antarctica? (World Geography/Environment) 
 

Model Answer 
 
Hindu Article: http://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/adrift-at-sea/article19280561.ece 
Explanation: 
1. Should the iceberg disintegrate altogether, the glaciers feeding into the floating shelf may 
have 
nothing to restrain them. This could subsequently lead to rise in sea level. This erosion has 
been interspersed by two previous collapses of smaller ice shelves, Larsen A in 1995 and 
Larsen B in 2002, the latter providing strong evidence of subsequent accelerated glacier flow 
into the sea. This highlights the need to stop continued warming of the planet from man-made 
carbon emissions 
2. Antarctica is an important climate stabiliser. Warming seas hasten the melting of shelves that 
hold its great mass. Disintegration of Antarctica will lead to irreversible climate change. 
3. Species like emperor penguins which depend on sea ice to complete their life cycle are at risk 
if the ice cover declines 
Conclusion: Yet, the lack of long-term data on Antarctica, as opposed to other regions, makes it 
difficult to arrive at sound conclusions. What is clear is that the last pristine continent should be 
left well alone 


