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APTI Q 

The Hindu Dt:09/07/2017 

DESCRIPTIVE QUESTIONS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION. 

Q.1.In recent times China is exercising its control in south Asian economy.How is it impacting 

and limiting India’s geopolitical significance in it’s neighborhoods.(International Relations)(200 

words) 

Q.2.Despite the serious and concerted effort by Govt of India, the number of TB(Tuberculosis) 

patients are on an increasing trend. Critically enumerate the reasons for faltering in TB 

fight.(Science and Technology)(200 words) 

Q3.How aerosols are more detrimental than GHGs in polluting the environment.Explain its 

menace in terms of causing climate change.(Ecology and Environment)(200 words) 

MCQ’S FOR PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION 

1. Consider the following statements.(science and technology) 

I. The World Health Organisation (WHO) TB statistics for India for 2015 give an estimated 

incidence figure of 2.2 million cases of TB for India out of a global incidence of 9.6 million. 

II. Revised National Tuberculosis Control Programme (RNTCP) was started in 1996. 

III.Delamanid and bedaquline are two main drugs for treatment of MDR-TB. 

Which of the following options are correct. 

Select codes: 

a)I ,II  

b) II.III 

c) I,III 

d) I,II,III 
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2.Which of the following statements is/are correct.(Foreign affairs and International relations) 

I.One Belt One Road’s flagship project, the $50 billion China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 

(CPEC),is expected to cover different regions including POK.(Pakistan- occupied-Kashmir). 

II.OBOR projects can also better link Pakistan with the Central Asian Republic(CAR) and help 

the country establish a footprint in those markets. 

Select codes: 

a)I,II 

b)II 

c) I 

d) None of these. 

3. Which of the following statements about G-20 summit is/are not correct. (International 

organizations) 

I.12th G-20 summit was held in Hamburg. Germany. 

II.USA withdrew from Paris Accord and remaining 19 nations ratified it in the Hamburg meet. 

III.13th G-20 summit will be held in China. 

Select codes: 

a) I, II 

b) II, III 

c) I, II, III 

d) I, III 

4. The marine ecosystems of eastern Arabian Sea was in recent news.Which of the following 

statements is/are correct.(Ecology and Environment) 

I. Preliminary studies carried out at the south-western coast of India, have indicated that 

monsoon trawl ban had a positive impact on benthic production  
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II.The Centre for Marine Living Resources and Ecology (CMLRE), Kochi, and the Integrated 

Coastal and Marine Area Management – Project Directorate, Chennai, both functioning under 

the Ministry of Earth Sciences, have drawn up a three-year-programme to study the coastal 

seas of western India. 

a) I,II 

b) II 

c) III 

d) None of these. 

 

Model Answers. 

Q1.Introduction:China is trying to establish its imperialism in south asia by its huge investment 

in neghbouring nations like Pakistan,Bangladesh,Srilanaka etc. in the backdrop of the tense 

border stand-off in Sikkim with China, the Indian government has begun its first ever in-depth 

assessment of Chinese investments in India’s neighbouring countries 

Elaboration: 

 According to the report of India’s national security perspective — has been initiated by 

the Prime Minister’s Office and the National Security Adviser the inflow of the foreign 

direct investment (FDI) from China to Bangladesh as well as other South Asian countries 

has been on a increasing trend. 

 

  “Given the increasing influence of China in the Indian sub-continent and South Asia, the 

study will be dynamic and is, among other things, expected to look into various trends, 

tracking a surge, if any, in Chinese FDI in the region,” the report added. 

 

 Chinese FDI to Pakistan jumped from $256.8 million in FY15 to $878.8 million in 11 

months of FY17 
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 Bangladesh Bank data showed that net inflow of FDI from China to Bangladesh stood at 

$61.40 million in 2016 while it was $79.20 million from India. 

 

  India’s reservations regarding the BRI/OBOR include strategic concerns on the BRI’s 

flagship project, the $50 billion China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), as it is 

expected to cover regions including Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK). 

 

Concluding Remark: As Prime Minister Of India’s foremost policy is to strengthening  

India’s foot mark in south Asia and neighborhood nations by bilateral relations and 

multilateral associations like SAARC and BIMSTEC,the China’s growing presence in  

these nations can be a significant threat to India’s geopolitical establishments. 

Q2. 

Tuberculosis (TB) is an infectious disease caused by the bacterium Mycobacterium tuberculosis 

(MTB).Tuberculosis generally affects the lungs, but can also affect other parts of the body. Most 

infections do not have symptoms, in which case it is known as latent tuberculosis. India is the 

country with the highest burden of TB. The World Health Organisation (WHO) TB statistics for 

India for 2015 give an estimated incidence figure of 2.2 million cases of TB for India out of a 

global incidence of 9.6 million.  

TB Burden in India 

 Each year about 2.2 million people develop TB in India and an estimated 

220,000 die from the disease. 

 Some estimates calculate the deaths as being twice as high. TB can affect any 

age, caste or class but cases are mainly poor people. 

 Slum dwellers, tribal populations, prisoners and people already sick with 

compromised immune systems are over-represented among the cases, 

compared to their numbers in the population. 

 The economic burden of TB is extremely high. Between 2006 and 2014, TB cost 

the Indian economy a massive USD 340 billion. 

 

Reasons for failure 
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Lag in practice,policy: 

 Despite smear microscopy’s ability to diagnose only about 50% of the 

positive cases. The over reliance on the century-old method becomes 

particularly worrying as the private sector caters to 70% of TB patients 

 India also lags behind at the policy level as Xpert is to be used as the 

initial diagnostic test only for high-risk groups. Unfortunately, Xpert is not 

widely available even for this limited target group. 

Restricted drug supplies: 

 Though India’s TB control policy follows WHO’s guidance for bedaquiline, 

the drug is currently available only in five cities-

Ahmedabad,Delhi,Cheenai,Mumbai and Guwahti. 

 Similarly Delamanid ,which is another drug to treat MDR-TB,has not been  

adequately available. 

The “missing cases”: 

 At 41% ,india has a huge gap between the estimated and detected 

cases.Missing cases is the gap between estimated and notified cases is 

made up of two groups one is undiagnosed TB and the other is group that 

is managed in the private sector but not notified to the national TB control 

programme. 

 

Q3. Aerosols emerge from a range of sources including dust, half-burnt carbon particles from 

vehicle exhaust and crop residues. Natural sources of aerosol include fog and haze. 

  These are particles of a certain size that are suspended in the lower 

reaches of the atmosphere. 

Aerosols –vis-à-vis-GHGs. 

 Aerosols may be a grave threat to the Indian monsoon and maybe a 

bigger worry than greenhouse gases, like carbon dioxide. 

 It is responsible for air pollution ,smog and asthma and can shield the 

land from solar radiation 

 Though short –lived in the atmosphere compared to carbon dioxide, their 

absence would have made the earth hotter. 

Role in climate change. 
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 The enormity of these dust clouds means that they depress land and sea 

temperatures. Consequently, this reduces the strength of the monsoon 

circulation. 

 More than the quantity, it makes rain spells more erratic and because 

much of agriculture in India is still dependent on monsoon rains between 

June-September, they pose an additional threat to farmer livelihoods. 

 The relative role of these climate-meddlers has consequences for India’s 

plans to mitigate the effects of climate change. Measures to reduce 

aerosol emissions without curbing greenhouse gas emissions could mean 

a hotter land mass and more instances of untimely, extreme rainfall 

events.  

 Persistent aerosol emissions might lead to more instances of moderate 

rainfall but could mean anomalous weather and health hazards over large 

parts of north India.  

 The aerosol-greenhouse gas relationship in exacerbating climate change 

is an old area of research but teasing out the relative contribution of each 

is challenging and influences the costs countries must incur to address 

them. 

SOLUTION (MCQ’S) 

1.c 

Explanation: Revised National Tuberculosis Control Programme (RNTCP) 

was started in 1997 

2.d 

Explanation:Refer Long type question no-1. 

3.a 

Explanation: 13th G-20 summit will be held in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

4.a 

 

 


