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1.Analyse the working of the Inter State Water Dispute Act 1956 

Answer 1 

 
The Inter-State Water Dispute Act empowers the central government to set up an ad-hoc tribunal for 

the adjudication of inter-state water disputes and thus, excludes the jurisdiction of Supreme Court in 

dealing with such disputes. The decision of the tribunal would be final and binding on the parties to 

the dispute. The act also provides for the list of disputes to be treated under this act. 
 
However, the analysis of the working of tribunals show that without political will, it is not possible 

to find a permanent solution to these disputes. It has been seen that while the Godavari and 

Narmada water sharing disputes have been resolved due to will amongst the parties to end the 

dispute, other disputes such as Krishna, Kaveri continue to remain unresolved for decades. The 

Supreme Court has liberally made use of the special provisions under Article 136 and accepted 

appeals from the tribunals by the parties. This has only delayed the decision making process. 
 
Fali S. Nariman suggests following a US-model and bring such disputes under the original 

jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, as was the case in India too prior to 1956. On the other hand, 

the Punchhi Commission suggests that instead of abolition of tribunals, it should be made multi-

disciplinary and a time limit should be fixed for review by judges. Lastly, according to some 

analysts, the central government should play a more pro-active role under Article 236 coupled 

with political ill to resolve such disputes as it is very much necessary to maintain the “federal-

fabric” of the Indian polity 
 
2. What has been the role of NCW in strengthening the rights of 

women? Answer 2 

 
The National Commission for Women is a statutory body set up under the NCW Act 1990 to 

review the constitutional and legal safeguards for women, recommend remedial legislative 

measures and most importantly, to represent the rights of women and provide a voice for their 

issues and concerns. 
 
The ways in which NCW has played in a role in the strengthening of the rights of women: 
 
1) It can take “suo moto” action against any individual, organisation or agency that indulges 

in derogatory practices against women.  
2) It can even take us moto notice of non-compliance of policy decisions, guidelines 

or instructions aimed at the welfare of women.  
3) The NCW has established different cells that work for the protection of rights of women 

in society.  
4) The NCW attaches great importance to efforts which trigger change in societal attitudes.  
5) In collaboration with NGOs, NCW has worked to identify the crucial areas which have 

been neglected by both the government and non-government organisations.  
6) It has worked towards the sensitisation of governing agencies, judiciary and 

training infrastructure  
7) It has been instrumental in the enactment of the domestic violence Act 2005.  
8) The commission has recommended amendments on laws such as the IPC 1860, 

Medical Termination of Pregnancy Test 1971, Maternity Benefit Act 1963, etc.  
9) Assisting women in redressal of their grievances through pre-litigation services, organising 

Parivarik Mahila Lok Adalats 



 

 

 
However, NCW has often been alleged of red tapism, callousness and a laid-back attitude. It has 

also been accused of being a “toothless tiger.” It is essential to give the commission more powers 

to deal with the every increasing atrocities against women. It is impending now that society 

realises that the protection and strengthening of the rights of women is most important for the 

progress of a country. 



 

 

3. Analyse voter behaviour of different sections of society in India in the 16th Lok Sabha 

elections. Analyse the role of castes in elections. 
 
Answer 3 

 

1. Women : there has been a significant increase in turnout from 58% in 2009 to 66% in the 

2014 general elections. This resulted in almost parity between men whose turnout is 67%. For 

the first time, female voters have even outnumbered male voters in states like Bihar, 

Rajasthan, Punjab, Odisha, TN, Uttarakhand, etc. Women have tended to vote for parties with 

women leaders that is AIADMK, TMC and BSP. On the other hand, despite overall victory, the 

BJP attracted fewer female voters in the 2014 elections  
2. Youth: 2014 elections witnessed much higher participation of 1st time voters compared to 

past elections. But they did seem to have voted for the BJP. Compared to the average 

national turnout of 66.6%, the turnout among first time voters and other young voters was 

68%. This increase in turn out was visible in both rural and urban areas.  
3. ST: Historically tribal communities have support the Congress party but in the 16th LS 

elections, the BJP surpassed the Congress in attracting larger numbers of ST votes. BJP saw 

a 13% increase in such votes. BJP outperformed Congress in Gujarat, Maharashtra, MP, and 

Rajasthan. In Odisha, the tribal votes were garnered by the Biju Janata Dal. It was only in 

Chattisgarh that the Congress saw gains in the ST votes.  
4. SC/ Dalits: The Dalit vote in the 2014 elections has intertwined accounts. Firstly, nationally 

the BJP has managed to win more votes among the Dalits than the Congress has. Secondly, 

the decline of the Bahujan Samaj Party suggests that the party’s ambition of scaling up 

nationally is now a distant dream. BJP saw such a surge in Dalit votes because of its 

alliances with dalit leaders like Ram Vilas Paswan’s LJP in Bihar, Udit Raj in Delhi etc. 

Secondly, Modi’s personality cut across caste lines.  
5. Upper Caste: The 2014 elections saw a massive consolidation of the upper caste in favour of BJP 

and its allies. The BJP led alliance secured 56% of upper caste votes. It had a big win in states like 

UP and Bihar. Although the upper castes have been the traditional stronghold of the BJP, they 

deserted the party in 2009, shifting toward the Congress and its allies in some States and strong 

regional players in others. These votes have moved back to the BJP in 2014.  
6. Muslim Voters: This consolidated base of the Congress remained unchanged in 2014. Its 

Muslim vote share was 38% which is the same as the last elections. However BJP too saw 

its vote share among Muslims rise to about 8% at the national level compared to 4% in 2009 
 

4. Analyse the impact of the media on Indian 

elections. Answer 4 

 
There is a retain that the 2014 Lok Sabha elections was India’s first real media elections or at 

least “substantially mediatised” one compared to previous polls. It has been argued that it was 

“media logic” rather than “political logic” that determined the outcome of the elections. 
 

The following have been the impact of the media on Indian elections as per a study conducted 

by the EPW: 
 
1) in the last two decades, the Indian electorate has had more exposure to the media than ever 

before  
2) in the 2014 elections, electorates with higher media exposure were more likely to vote for the  

BJP  
3) voters with higher medial exposure however were more likely to vote for the BJP in 

previous Lok Sabha elections as well. Hence the 2014 elections were no different.  
4) media exposure influences people’s political preference. It was found that electorates with 

higher media exposure are more likely to support economic liberalisation, but there is no such 

effect of media on social conservatism. 



 

 

These research results show that exposure to the media was positively correlated to the likelihood 

of voting for the BJP in the 2014 elections. Modi’s image of a pro-business reformer helped him 

mobilise a large chunk of the voters. The long standing dictum that Indian elections are not won 

on television may still be true but the country had never witnessed such a media blitzkrieg as in 

the 2014 elections. Many parties ran extravagant campaigns and media has caused the cost of 

elections to rise. 
 

However, despite such findings it is necessary to delink the impact of the media from the impact 

of an effectively managed and efficient campaign. It should be noted that our current Prime 

Minister campaigned more than any other leader in these elections. 
 

5. “Judiciary in India is a deeply paradoxical institution.” 

Elucidate Answer 5 

 
Judiciary in India started its journey as “literal interpreter” of the constitution. Today it has 

transformed itself into a “legislative avatar.” In this process, according to Partha Chatterji, it 

has captured the moral space of civil society. 
 

According to Pratap Bhanu Mehta, the judiciary has become paradoxical for many reasons. For 

instance, it has criminalised homosexuality instead of taking contemporary interpretation. But 

has given right to adopt to transgenders and all religious people. 
 
It strikes at executive for being corrupt, opaque in its procedure. But judiciary is itself changed with 

many allegations of corruption. It has till recent time tried to maintain its opaque system of judicial 

appointment. Also there vast numbers of cases pending against in judiciary for being inefficient. 
 
According to PB Mehta, the judiciary is being guided by “predilection” rather than ‘principles.’ This 

has led to its paradoxical nature. The reason behind this is the interpretation gap of the 

constitution between judiciary and executives is increasing. 
 

6. “Bad Panchayati Raj is worse than no Panchayati Raj.” 

Elucidate Answer 6 

 
Panchayati Raj institution was given constitutional status according to the 73rd amendment act. 

This was just a skelton, the flesh was to be filled by states. So there is are variations among 

states of their own panchayat raj. 
 

Mani Shankar Aiyar Committee have criticised the dysfunctional nature of panchayati raj 

institutions. Panchayati Raj institutions (PRI) have failed to act as third tier of Indian federalism. 

The prevalence of corruption in service delivery, bureaucratic capture, proxy role of women 

candidates have led to wastage of resources. It has failed to acts of a school of democracy. 

Though Dalits are given reservation in PRI, it has led to persecution of dalits in villages 

(Beteilli). According to M. Jaya, women candidates are not comfortable due to male dominance 

in PRI structure. 
 

Overall, PRI has little positives than many negatives. The panacea to avoid all these is to 

empower PRI in true sense by devolving 3Fs - functions, funds, functionaries. 
 
7. Should opinion polls in India be 

banned? Answer 7 

 
The electoral process of India is big festival. It is tracked by many all over the world. Though 

exit polls are banned, opinion polls are allowed in India still today. 



 

 

Opinion polls are carried out by media. The experts from specialised field come together to 

carry out private survey which in turn form the basis of opinion poll. 
 
As opinion polls are carried out prior election, they can have an impact on voter behaviour. 

The creation of wave for a particular party may led others to change their voting stand. It leads 

to “manufacturing of consent” of people which is not healthy for democracy. 
 

Also these survey can not be scientific as is claimed by the media because very often the scope 

and methodology of surveys is unknown. There is lack of transparency and accountability with 

regard to how the surveys are undertaken. 
 

Thirdly, considering the situation of media and the entrance of big business houses in the field 

of media, opinion polls can in future be used as a tool of disguised campaigning. 
 
Considering all these reasons, there is either need to regulate or ban opinion polls in India. If one 

were to regulate opinion polls more transparency must be guaranteed with regard to how the 

polls have been undertaken and how have errors been accounted for. 
 

8. Comment on the role of the Leader of 

Opposition Answer 8 

 
According to Jenkin, the Leader of Opposition (LoP) is the alternative to the Prime Minister. While 

it is not a constitutional office in India, the post has been given statutory status via a 1977 Act. 
 
The 16th Lok Sabha has however not officially declared LoP. It has followed the convention of the 

need of 10% of seats as a necessary pre-condition for a party to hold the position of the opposition. 

In the 16th Lok Sabha, the second largest party, the Congress, is short of this number. 
 

However, following the 10% seats convention is not healthy for the Indian democracy. The 

Leader of Opposition is important for the selection of many constitutional bodies such as the 

CVC, CIC, etc. 
 

Also, it is the LoP who holds the executive accountable to the Parliament. He criticises the 

policies of the government at the helm. If the opposition is not given this channel to voice their 

grievances, they may opt to disrupt Parliamentary proceedings altogether, which has been the 

case with the 16th Lok Sabha. 
 

Given such an important role of the LoP and dangerous repercussions of not having one, the 

speaker of the Lok Sabha should alter this convention and ensure that even the 16th Lok 

Sabha has an effective LoP 
 

9. Write a note on women issues in post independent 

India. Answer 9 

 
Women movements in India have their roots in social reform movements started in the 

nineteenth century of India. Women empowerment was further boosted during the time of the 

freedom struggle of the country when women participated in large numbers. 
 

In post-independent India, women issues were taken up in different phases. These are: 
 
1) Phase I: This phase lasted from immediately after independence till 1970. This was a dark era 

for women issues. The “developmental” optimism mainly subsumed women issues. However 

still the National Federation of Indian Women was set up by left parties in 1954. They fought 

for causes such as participation of women in politics, wage rates, domestic violence etc 



 

 

2) Phase II: A shift was seen in the 1970s when a government of India report on the status of 

women in India spread awareness regarding the oppressed position of women in 

independent India. During this stage issues such as rape, domestic violence, female fetiches, 

etc took importance.  
3) Phase III: In the 1990s, the issue of participation of women in Parliament was raised. 

Simultaneously many regional organisations like Saheli came up. Ahilyaden Rangenikar and 

Mrunal Gore were at the forefront in fighting inflation. Lastly, the media has played an 

important role in bringing the issue of rape to the forefront. 
 

10. Define the term “Democratic Upsurge.” How does it help in understanding the Dalit movement 

in India? 
 
Answer 10 

 

Democratic Upsurge implies democracy from below or enhancement of grassroots democracy. 

Intiially, India had a top down approach with a handful of elites in the INC making policies for 

all communities as the “catch all party.” 
 

However post 1990s we have witnessed democratic upsurge in India with greater voice to 

grassroots leadership and smaller parties forming coalitions at the centre. 
 
The Dalit movement in India has followed a similar pattern. Initially, they too had their own 

intellectual elites such as Ambedkar and Naicker forwarding their issues and rights. Moreover, 

the cause of Dalits was mainly taken up by the INC after independence. 
 
However, in the 1990s a broad based Dalit movement emerged. The first sign was their departure 

from INC and formation of their own party the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP). It grew in strength and was 

soon declared a national party by the Election Commission Rudolph and Rudolph have described this 

as the rise of “bullock capitalists” who had benefited from the Green Revolution. 
 

More recently, we see anomic pressure groups lead the dalit group. In the Vemula case, we 

saw civil rights activists highlight one case and put immense public pressure on the government 

to change. 
 

11. Preamble is the sole and mirror of the constitution. 

Comment. Answer 11 

 
KM Munshi described the preamble in the constituent assembly as a ‘horoscope of the 

Indian constitution.’ 
 
The preamble reflects the values of the nation and described the type of state that India is. It may be 

seen as the documentation of the vision of independent India by Indian national leaders at the time of 

the freedom struggle. It also establishes the state as a sovereign democratic republic. 
 
However, many looked upon it as a mere introduction to the Constitution and the AK Gopalan 

case said that the Preamble walks ahead of the Constitution. 
 
This view however missed historical facts and was reversed in the Kesavananda Bharti Case 

which held that it is very integral in understanding the basic structure of the Constitution and 

hence, walked with the Constitution not ahead of it. It was emphasised upon that the Preamble 

was written after the constitution was written and hence truly summarised the essence of the 

Constitution. 
 

Hence, we can say that to a large extent Preamble is the soul and mirror of the Constitution. 



 

 

12. Write the salient features of the 122nd amendment 

bill. Answer 12 

 
The 122nd amendment bill is known as the GST (Goods and Services Tax) bill. 
 
Its the salient features are:  
1) It aims to do away with the different and competitive sales tax regimes across the states of 

the country and instead introduce uniform value-added tax throughout the country.  
2) This will allow India to become a uniform market.  
3) It will also allow goods to become cheaper and more competitive as production will 

avoid cascading sales taxes under the GST regime.  
4) It will also enhance case of doing business for national and international companies.  
5) This is expected to boost economic growth  
6) Having a simplified singular tax structure will most likely enhance tax compliance.  
7) The bill attempts to boost cooperative federalism. The tax rates under GST will be 

determined by a GST council. This council will be composed of the finance ministers of all 

states and that of the centre. 
 

13. “True nationalism must satisfy social unity and human brotherhood.” - 

Ambedkar Answer 13 

 
Ambedkar was deeply infleunce by the French revolution and saw fraternity as a pre-condition to 

nationhood. His main concern was that the Indian national movement would lead to the 

domination of the Brahmins over minorities or the sub-altern. He did not believe that India had the 

social unity or internal brotherhood require for any national consciousness. He did not view India 

as a nation but saw it as a community of communities with the Brahmin community dominating 

over others. 
 

However, many have criticised Ambedkar’s prioritisation to social unity rather than holding 

India together as a nation. He has been criticised as an opportunist who prevented Dalits from 

responding to the INC’s calls and who supported Jinnah’s two nation theory. 
 
Unfortunately, they did not understand Ambedkar;s causes for defining nationalism with emphasis on 

social structures. He wants to ensure equality at a time hen political structures were shifting. 
 
What role has the constitution envisaged for the Governor with respect to the administration of 

Schedule and Tribal Areas? Critically evaluate the success of provisions of 5th and 6th 

schedules in achieving their objectives. 
 

14. What is the role of the CAG in the Indian 

democracy? Answer 14 

 
The CAG is of great importance in the Indian context due to its role in upholding rule of law and in 

acting as a watchdog on the union and state executives. 
 
The following are the functions of the office of the CAG: 
 
1) It ensures accountability of the government in its finances - collection and spending.  
2) It reviews accounts of all states except that of Goa  
3) It audits all transactions of the central government  
4) It ensures that all spending and revenue collection is in line with the laws of the land and 

the scope of various schemes and projects.  
5) It ensures that expenditure has been done in the most efficient manner. This is known 

as propriety audit.  
6) It ensures that the expenditure has achieved its objective and has not been frivolous. This is 

known as performance audit. 



 

 

Therefore, Ambedkar held that the office of the CAG is more important than that of the judiciary. 

 

Its role could be enhanced by giving it the role of the comptroller too as is the case in 

Britain’s parliamentary democracy. 
 
Moreover, the CAG today can only make recommendations to the government. Though its 

findings are laid before the Parliament annually by the President, the findings are not binding on 

the Parliament. The work of the CAG become ineffective also because the reports are sent after 

the expenditure has been done. 
 

Yet, the CAG is a constitutional office which is held with high regard in civil society and its 

findings are widely discussed publicly which adds pressure to the government to accept its 

recommendations. 
 

15. Explain the term ‘nuclear deterrence’ in international relations 

. Answer 15 

 
‘Deterrence’ has its roots in french. To deter means to orient the behavior of the enemy away 

from taking violent actions. 
 
The deterrence can be by denial and by punishment for action in the future. The theory 

of deterrence assumes rational actors in the international sphere. 
 
The theory emerged in the first nuclear age (1945-1990). Nuclear weapons of mass destruction 

have been successful in maintaining ‘peace’ in international society (Waltz). According to Kenneth 

Waltz and Sagan, the horizontal expansion of proliferation has helped maintain peace in the world. 

John Merschiemer in “why Iran should have nuclear power” explains how nuclear status can often 

deter hasty miscalculations in warfare due to the devastating impact such weapons have. It is the 

“non-use” of nuclear weapons that have brought peace. 
 

But with the emergence of “non-state actors” experts are afraid that nuclear deterrence will 

not work. This is because non state actors are irrational actors. 
 
16. Compare the regional integration of EU with that of 

ASEAN. Answer 16 

 
According to functionalists like David Mitring, cooperation among nation states should start from 

the “apolitical.” Such cooperation will then have spillover effects leading to political cooperation. 

The EU is a typical example of functionalism. The EU itself may have been established in 1992 

but it has its roots in organisations of economic cooperation such as the ECSC and European 

Economic Union. 
 

In contrast to functionalism, E. Haas a neo-functionalist has said that cooperation should start with 

political issues itself. In ASEAN cooperation started with this motive. They wanted to avoid the 

dominance of communist China in SE Asia and hence decided to set aside their political 

differences and cooperate across all spheres, including the political sphere. 
 

EU however has stepped up its cooperation over time and has built several successful 

“supranational” entities like the European Parliament, European Council, etc. However, ASEAN 

has not adopted such a path. They stress upon the “ASEAN Way” which is based on the 

principles of sovereignty as has been highlighted in the Panchsheel. 



 

 

EU has also seen greater regional integration in the economic sphere. They share one 

currency and one market for goods, services and labor. Their intra-regional trade amounts to 

60% of their total trade while the intra-regional trade of ASEAN amounts to approximately 25% 

of their total trade. 
 
On the other hand, ASEAN has created its own “constitution,” something that the EU has failed at. 
 
The ASEAN has also declared itself a cultural community. 
 

Hence, we see that both the regions have seen high levels of integration in different spheres. 

 

17. Has the UN lost relevance in today’s international 

sphere? Answer 17 

 
The UN was created in 1947 by 51 nation states. It replaced the League of Nations. The unique 

feature of the UNO was that its main body, the UN Security Council (UNSC) gave veto powers to P5 

member nation states. Hence, it is currently being criticised as the politics of the P5 countries has 

hindered the UN from being effective as a group that can maintain international peace. Moreover it is 

argued that the UNSC no longer not reflects the powerful countries of the world. 
 

Many however continue to find the UN relevant. Currently, international society is married with 

“anarchy.” This is leading to persistent threats to nation sates and their values. Also the post 

cold war era is replete with many “global challenges” such as terrorism, climate change, etc for 

which unilateral action is not sufficient. The UNDP, an agency of the UN provides programs for 

cooperation on such global challenges such as climate change, malnourishment, hunger, etc. 
 

To improve its role, the UN must be supported by member nations. Currently, it is faced with 

the uphill task of “peacekeeping” at a time when it is facing a lack of funds. 
 
18. Why is the SAARC one of the weakest examples of regional 

integration. Answer 18 

 
SAARC is the South Asian initiative of regionalism. It was envisaged by President Zia-ul-

Rahman of Bangladesh. It is however one of the least successful regional organisations. 
 
The following may be identified as reasons for such a state of SAARC: 

 

1) Territorial disputes: There are boundary disputes between India and Pakistan. These lead 

to political mistrust and suspicion  
2) Big Brother Image of India: India constitutes 77% of the economy and population of 

SAARC and by virtue of its size attracts suspicion of domination.  
3) Third wordlist: Internally many members are yet to consolidated territory, nationhood 

and democracy.  
4) Connectivity: Despite being geographically contiguous, much of the terrain is difficult 

and connectivity remains an issue 
 

19. Elucidate on the IPR issue in Indo-US 

relations Answer 19 

 
Indo-US relations have witnessed a transformation since the liberalisation of the country in 

the 1990s. Cooperation has increased on all fronts - climate, trade, defence, etc. However, 

some irritants remain in our relations, including that of IPR. 



 

 

The US’s special agency the USTR has designated India in the “priority list” and has criticised 

India for its unfavourable business sentiments. The issues it has raised include procurement for 

the development of solar energy, production of generic drugs, TRIPS plus provisions. 
 

Currently, the two countries have established several Trade Policy Forums to cooperate on 

this contentious issue. 
 
Recently, a breakthrough has been achieved when the two parties agreed on the Trade 

Facilitation Centre and an unlimited extension on the peace clause related to Food Security. 
 
20. Compare and contrast human rights and natural rights 

Answer 20 

 
Human rights and natural rights are both considered inalienable rights of humans that 

are necessary for human existence. They both have a universal value or application. 
 
They are both doctrines that uphold the individual and limit society or the state from interfering 

with an individual’s affairs. 
 
However, they differ in several ways as well. Firstly there are ideological differences. Natural 

rights are primarily promoted by classical liberals such as Locke who argue for basic rights such 

as the right to life, liberty and property. 
 

Human rights on the other hand are recognised by more than one ideological group. Liberals 

view tham as closely aligned to natural rights, Marxists see them as socio-economic rights while 

pluralists such as Isiah Berlin looks upon them as culturally and contextually determined. 
 

Natural rights are also understood differently due to the context under which they emerged 

compared to HRs. It is argued tha man had natural rights even in the state of nature, that is, int 

he absence of states. 
 

Human Rights on the other hand are seen as rights that must be upheld by nation states and 

puts a responsibility on the international community. This is seen with the need to have UDHRs. 


