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1. Why did the industrial revolution first take place in England in all of Europe? 
 
2. How do folk paintings in India represent traditional practices and our cultural diversity?  
3. “The response to the Partition of Bengal was not a mere expression of Bengali sub-

nationalism, but a resistance that carried in it the seeds of a coherent nationalist struggle 

for India’s independence.” Explain.  
4. Elucidate on the role of women in the Indian freedom struggle.  
5. What role did the economic interpretation of British colonialism play in the Indian 

freedom struggle?  
6. It has been argued that unlike the wars in 1962 and 1971, the war in 1965 was indecisive 

and brought neither victory nor peace to India. Critically analyse the proposition.  
7. Discuss the new farmer’s movement that emerged in India in the 1970s.  
8. Compare and contrast the role played by Bismarck and Sardar Patel in the struggles of their 

respective countries.  
9. Enumerate the reforms undertaken during the Gorbachev era and explain the reasons for 

undertaking these. To what extent could these reforms be held responsible for the breakup 

of the USSR?  
10. Why did the Russian revolution see its influence across the world while the French 

revolution saw its influence limited to other European countries.  
11. Why do we see gender disparity in basic education in India? How can it be bridged?  
12. What has caused rapid expansion in rural-urban migration and the subsequent expansion of 

slums? What are the problems seen with regard to slums in cities? How can these problems be 

tackled?  
13. What are flood plains? How does their degradation lead to floods in the country?  
14. What are the differences between western and eastern ghats? what is their 

ecological significance?  
15. Explain the different types of convergence in plate tectonic theory?  
16. Why do forest fires occur frequently in certain regions of India? What are the problems 

posed? How can we tackle them?  
17. What are the different types of rainfall? Give an account of the world distribution of rainfall.  
18. Enlist the major fishing zones of the world along with the reasons for their distribution. Does 

India’s deep sea fishing policy require any changes? Examine the question in light of the 

recent Meena Kumari committee recommendations.  
19. Why does the Arabian Sea experience fewer tropical cyclones as compared to the Bay 

of Bengal? Further, why do tropical cyclones not occur during the SW monsoon season?  
20. What are the causes of population growth in India? Should India introduce a one child 

policy similar to China’s case? 
 
Answer 1: 

 
The industrial revolution was a process of transformation that brought an end to the medieval 

period and ushered in the modern period in the 15th and 16th centuries with the increasing use of 

machines and new sources of energy which brought a change in the organisation and mode of 

production. 
 
England possessed several factors that caused it to lead the industrial revolution. Firstly, 

England enjoyed a long period of political stability in contrast to countries such as France and 

Prussia that saw multiple freedom and consolidation struggles. 
 



 

 

Secondly, England was resource rich with several sources of coal and iron which are required 

for basic industries such as iron and steel. 
 
England had also witnessed a demographic revolution. Mechanisation of agriculture as 

highlighted by P. Deane boosted production. This increased the population and provided the 

much needed surplus labour that could be employed in industries. In contrast, in other countries 

such as Russia, much of the labour was still tied to land as they followed the practices of serfdom. 



 

 

Fourthly, the banking sector was well developed in England that helped finance the industries as well 

as infrastructure development such as laying rail lines. The Bank of England was established in the 

early 18th century but by the end of the century there were more than 1000 banks operating. 
 
Fifthly, England was a protestant country and the attitude towards accumulation of money was 

positive. Catholic countries on the other hand condemned practices such as charging interest 

on money, etc. 
 

Lastly, England also saw a scientific revolution at the time as Newton an other scientists had 

ushered in an era when experimentation was encouraged. Common people found ways to invent 

machines as a result. For instance, the steam engine and locomotives were introduced in England 

itself. 
 

Answer 2: 

 

Folk paintings as an art form involve local people and their expressions of life, aesthetic, 

culture, creativity, etc. Unlike paintings made by artists under state patronage, these paintings 

are representative of local communities and their aspirations. 
 

Given the heterogeneity in Indian society, we see that folk paintings are representative of a 

wide range of human beliefs and cultural diversity. 
 
In the extreme north of the country, we find Tanka, which is uses raw silk as material and 

contains buddhist themes and motifs. A little to the south we find the Kullu paintings that 

represent scens of Radha and Krishna, that predominate belifs, cultural events, etc in the region. 
 

In the east we find Kalighat paintings which celebrate Shakti. In the west we see Phad paintings in 

Rajasthan that depict narratives of local folk deities. 
 
In the south we find Kalamkari paintings in Andhra Pradesh, a style of painting that uses 

qalamsor pens and flowered around temples. We also find Kalamezuthu in Kerala which is folk 

and tribal art drawn as part of local rituals. 
 

In India not all painting traditions are predominantly religious. In contrast to the above examples, in 

tribal areas of central and west India, we find Warli paintings that represent day to day affairs such 

as marriages. 
 

All in all, we see that folk paintings are representative of diversity of views, belifes and cultures. 

 

Answer 3: 

 

Bipin Chandra holds that the partition of Bengal was announced by the British government not 

solely because of administrative concerns. He emphasises that the announcement was underlined 

with strong political motivations. They wanted to destroy the root of Indian nationalism, which was 

Bengal. The partition would divide the intellectual and politically active anda lso promote divide 

and rule. 
 
Shrewd political leaders of the time such as Tilak understood this. With this backdrop, Bengal 

uprose against the British Raj as a whole and was supported by the rest of India in this. 
 
Unlike the revolt of 1857, this revolt was against colonisation and for the first time the Indian 

National Congress demanded ‘Swaraj,’ not just for Bengal but for the entire country. Moreover, 

political awareness was high after the work of moderates in the late 1800s and people were are 

of the ideas of a nation and nationalism. Slogans such as Vande Mataram were upheld. The 

movement gave an overall push to national identity and extremist methods. The Bengal National 



 

 

College was set up, Tilak celebrated Ganapait in Maharashtra, AK Dutt organised volunteer 

corps and swadeshi movement began. 
 
However, one must highlight that the Swadeshi movement, unlike later movements such as the 

Civil Disobedience movement, was largely restricted to urban areas. Moreover, leaders such 

as Mehta argued that the issue of partition was limited to Bengal and did not want to turn it into 

a national movement though extremists such as Tilak argued that the national consciousness 

had been aroused. 
 

Answer 4: 

 

With the British rule, came modern liberal ideas, western education and indigenous social reform 

movemetns. All of these left to the relative empowerment of women and their active participation 

in the Indian freedom struggle. 
 

In the early phases itself we saw brave women like Rani Lakshmibai, Begum Hazrat Mehal 

participate in the Revolt of 1857. 
 
Thereafter, we saw women participate in the strengthening of the movement led by the Indian 

National Congress. Kadamtini Ganguly addressed the Congress session in Calcutta and Sarojini 

Naidu was the President at one point of time. Women were also involved in peaceful picketing, 

foreign clothes boycott and burning related activities in the Swadeshi and Non Cooperation 

movements. In the latter, women support the initiative by donating their beloved jewellery to the 

Tilak Swaraj Fund. 
 

Later, Kasturba Gandhi and Sarojini Naidu led the Dharsana satyagraha. Rani Gaidinliu led 

civil disobediencee in Nagaland. 
 
Women abroad also played an active role in the freedom struggle. For instance, Bhikaji 

Cama founded the Paris India Society and published revolutionary literature. 
 
Women were in no way behind men in bravery either. Young women such as Kalyani Das and 

Nandini Gupta formed secret revolutionary societies. In the Chittagong Armoury raid, young girls 

like Kalpana Datta and Pritiylata Waddedar were lieutenants. Bina Das tried to assassinate the 

governor of Bengal in the University of Calcutta, while Usha Mehta ran a clandestine radio 

station during Quit India movement which helped keep the movement alive. 
 

However, women did face challenges in order to participate. India was a conservative and 

patriarchal society which looked down upon women taking part in political activities on the 

streets. Such prejudices caused society to be rigid and required intellect, bravery and courage on 

the part of women to break norms and participate in the struggle. 
 

Answer 5: 

 

The Indian national movement was based on a deep understanding of the nature and objectives of 

colonialism and imperialism. This allowed Indians to argue effectively and attack British rule with 

shrewdness. Such a foundation to the national movement had been laid by moderates such as 

Dadabhai Nairobi who gave the economic critique of colonialism. 
 

The economic critique highlighted the increasing poverty amongst farmers due to high British 

revenue demands, use of Indian capital to support British commercial interests in India such as 

the setting up of railways, use of Indian revenues to pay high salaries and pensions of British 

officers, the ruin of traditional Indian handicrafts due to the flooding of markets with British 

manufactured goods, etc. 



 

 

Political leaders such as Gokhale were trained in economics by critiques such as RC Dutt and 

GV Joshi. They successfully flabbergasted the British in Council meetings by subjecting the 

budget and other economic policies to meticulous scrutiny. 
 

The economic critiques were also successful in their agenda as their ideas such as ‘drain of 

wealth,’ popularised by Nairoji, were easily understood by the millions of Indians who saw 

the lavish lifestyles of the British. 
 
Further, a deeper understanding of the global economy and trade policies, made Indians realise 

that poverty was neither incidental nor natural to India. It was the direct result of British policies. For 

instance, artisans lost jobs as the British flooded the markets with manufactured goods. 
 

It also did away with the myth that the British were a blessing in disguise. Instead of bringing the 

industrial revolution, they could only bring a commercial revolution as all planning was for 

administrative convenience of the British. GV Joshi refers to Indian railways as an Indian 

subsidy to British industries. 
 

Answer 6: 

 

India and Pakistan have been suffering from strained relations since the war of 1947. This was 

only exacerbated with the 1965 war and we see that several divisive issues such as Kashmir and 

insurgent groups have remained unresolved. In this light many argue that the 1965 war indecisive 

when compared to the 1962 and 1971 wars which were also fought by India. 
 

Firstly, we find that though the 1962 war with China was lost by India, it ended with a unilateral 

ceasefire by China and its withdrawal from the eastern regions of our country. Thereafter, 

confidence building measures have been undertaken. Today the LAC despite border 

squirmishes is much more stable than the LOC.  
Secondly, with regards to the 1971 war, we see that India saw a decisive victory. Though other 

countries such as the US and the then USSR got involved due to the backdrop of the Cold 

War, the matter was settled by the countries of the sub-continent via the Shimla Agreement 

and India securely established good relations with Bangladesh. 
 

In contrast, the war of 1965 was indecisive. Territorially both the countries returned to the pre-

1965 positions by signing the Tashkent Agreement. Moreover, it eventually led to another war 

erupting in 1971 between India and Pakistan. 
 

However still, many argue that the war of 1965 was significant as it weakened Pakistan to a great 

extent, which may have played a role in India’s decisive victory in 1971. For instance, Pakistan 

lost over 450 tanks compared to India’s loss of less than 100. Moreover, Pakistani Operations 

such as Gibraltar and Grand Slam failed to meet their objectives as they were thwarted by Indian 

armed forces. 
 

Answer 7: 

 

The agriculture sector of India is highly important to consider in policymaking as it supports 70% 

of our population and is critical for food security. Our leaders had soon realised this after gaining 

independence and concentrated efforts to increase food production. This resulted in the Green 

Revolution in the 60s and in India achieving self-sufficiency with regards to food. 
 

Despite such efforts, farmers in India were largely dissatisfied due to various issues ranging from 

women empowerment to environmental concerns. Hence, in the late 1970s were saw “new” 

agrarian movements. “New” movements in contrast to “old” movements focus on non-material and 

non-class issues. 



 

 

However, such movements have not been very successful in India where the main issues remain 

those of bread and butter. Globally, when we see “new” movements, such as those based on the 

environment, their main concern is to tackle global warming and environmental change. However, in 

India movements such as the Chipko movement see inter-mixing of environmental concerns as well 

loss of livelihood with the felling of trees. Ramachandra Guha has argued that environmental 

movements in the west are “full stomach” while those in India are “empty stomach.” 
 

Moreover, the demands of the “new” movements were mostly presented by already existing 

political parties and were limited within the party structure. While this is denied by the leaders 

and ideologies of these movements, the fact remains that most of these have not really gone 

beyond political objectives. The movements have not emerged as social movements with a 

broad base across the country with concern for the landless poor. 
 

Answer 8: 

 

Bismarck and Patel may both be viewed as realists or ‘pessimists.’ Their view of politics was 

based on an understanding of power play, that is a realisation that in politics, “power is both a 

means and an end,” as said by Machiavelli. With such an outlook, both were successful in 

integrating the constituent units of their countries; 565 princely states in the case of Patel. 
 

There are however differences in the context and methods used by both. 

 

In the case of Bismarck, ‘nationalism’ was still an evolving concept and was yet to spread across 

Europe. Same was the case with ideas of self rule, democracy and human rights. Absolute 

monarchy and the king -merchant nexus and 17th centuries ideas such as “war is natural to 

men” were yet to decline. As a result, in the case of Bismarck we see that though till 1848 he 

followed methods of diplomacy, he led a dictatorship and adopted the ‘Policy of Blood and Iron’ 

for the unification of Germany. 
 

In contrast, at the time of Patel, western liberal ideas were widespread and ideas of national 

consciousness was already imbibed amongst Indians. His fight was against princely states that 

had already lost legitimacy. Hence rather than using brute force alone he used combination of 

techniques - negotiation, popular pressure, police intervention and military strength. He used force 

only as a last resort as was the case with Hyderabad and Kashmir. Patel was challenged by 

ideologies of idealism and liberalism of competing political leaders like Nehru and this also 

modified his approach. This was not seen in the case of Bismarck as despite intellectuals of 

liberal ideologies, no real opposition was existent under his dictatorship. 
 

Answer 9: 

 

Gorbachev had inherited a USSR whose economic and political weaknesses and begun to 

show and threaten the state. USSR had overstretched itself in the Cold War. 
 
Therefore, on coming to power, he brought 2 sets of reform - ‘glasnost’ and ‘perestroika.’ 

 

‘Glasnost,’ means openness and brought democratic reforms such as freedom of speech 

and expression, right to form associations and criticise the government. 
 
‘Perestroika’ involved structural adjustment programs with regard to the economy. It loosened 

the central control of the economy by government and allowed participation of private players in 

the production and distribution of goods and services. 
 
Many argue that ti was a combination of these that led to the downfall and disintegration of the 

USSR. Firstly, free speech and media led to the open criticism of the government and awareness 

regarding widespread hardships, low toleration, etc seen under previous governments. Secondly, 

leaving a large part of resource allocation stripped the common Russians of basics such as food 



 

 

rations, clothing, etc. Only the corrupt government officials could afford the expensive 

commodities under the still recouping economy. This exacerbated the frustration of the Russians. 
 
However, though many may blame the Gorbachev reforms solely, the weakness of the USSR at 

the time must also be considered. USSR was already overstretched economically and militarily 

and the dictatorship fo the communist party had already failed to achieve the objectives of 

communism. The reforms simply quickened a process that was inevitable. 
 

Answer 10: 

 

The French Revolution and the Russian Revolution were both a breakthrough fromt he socio-

economically and politically dysfunctional systems of fuedalism. While the first took place as 

ealry as the late 18th century, the latter took place only in the early 20th century. This led to 

some differences. 
 

It is argued that the former was limited in its influence. Truth may be found in this as much of the 

world had just recently been discovered and it was a time when the world was being colonised. 

In this context, the ideas of liberty, fraternity, etc were not found relevant or provocative in the 

rest of the world. The ideas of Enlightenment and Renaissance were also limited ot Europe until 

a alter stage when Europeans assumed the White Man’s Burden. 
 

In contrast, the communist revolution had more international relevance. Western education had 

spread in colonies and ideas of justice had spread. The idea of workers rising in revolt was 

relevant by all as the worker class existed everywhere. Moreover, it was Lenin who led the 

revolution and he was an ‘internationalist.’ He established the Communist International and 

gave the communist response to imperialism. 
 

However, it is unfair to say that the Russian revolution alone had international relevance. French 

ideas had reached the colony of America. Much of South American too gained independence 

under its influence. For e.g. Haiti got freedom from France itself. The ideas intact transcend time 

and space. Ambedkar upheld ‘fraternity’ as a pre-condition to nationhood and French ideals are 

still upheld in India’s preamble. 
 

Answer 11: 

 

Basic education is one of the first and primary steps in social empowerment and 

human development of the populace. It has been upheld by the RTE. 
 
However, we see that girls nd women do not have equal access to it. Today while the 

female literacy rate is 62%, the male literacy rate is 85%. 
 
There are several causes for this disparity: 

 

1) India is still a predominantly patriarchal society and the objective of girl’s lives is seen 

as marriage and caregiving.  
2) Girls in relatively poor families are engaged in household work or in taking care of 

younger siblings  
3) Lack of functional toilets in schools and experiences of adolescent girls such as menstruation  
4) Parents are often fearful of their daughters travelling to distant schools due to security threats  
5) Preference given to a boy child in relation to any kind of economic investment  
6) Girls from marginalised communities such as SCs, STs, etc are the most 

educationally backward. 
 

Such a disparity may be done away with through the following: 
 
1) awareness campaigns such as ‘Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao.’ 



 

 

2) Cash incentives for girls another families for completing basic education. For e.g. the 

WB government provides a bicycle to girls who complete class 10  
3) Use of applications and online data such as the app launched by UNICEF in India to identify 

backward pockets in the country  
4) Construction of toilets in schools. 
 

Answer 12 : 

 

Indian cities today are plagued with problems of overcrowding, lack of housing, sanitation, etc 

due to the high levels of rural-urban migration. 
 
Firstly, cities have always been representative of aspirations and economic opportunities in Indian 

imagination. Secondly, with he liberalisation of the economy, agricultural prices have been volatile 

and farm incomes alone are not dependable. Thirdly, promises of development such as electrcity, 

schools, health centres have not reached rural India. Fourthly, those who are educated have lost 

interest in farm activities and move to towns and cities in the absence of alternative employment 

in villages. 
 

This leads to the creation of slums in cities that cannot absorb all immigrants with existing 

infrastructure. These slums are illegal settlements. Residents have no social secuirty. They do 

not have basic facilities like sewage lines, drinking water, etc. This leads to problems of 

sanitation, diseases, etc. These problems have remained since such communities lack political 

clout. Due to economic frustrations, individuals are prone to crimes. Violent riots are also 

common in cities like Mumbai. 
 

These problems may be tackeld in a variety of ways. Firstly, rural areas must be developed to curb 

forced migration. Infrastructure development, mechanisation of agriculture, non-farm activities 

must be boosted. Secondly, city planners must accept the reality of slums and accomodate such 

populations in planning. Thirdly, schemes such as Smart City encourage citizen participation and 

their immediate needs and concerns may hence be looked into. 
 

Answer 13: 

 

Floodplains are the areas adjacent to rivers in the river valley that are prone to flooding every 

few years. For e.g. the Yamuna is prone to flooding every 20-25 years. 
 
They are biologically rich and are ecologically very significant. These are niche areas in between 

land and aquatic ecosystems and are hence rich in biodiversity. They also help with functions 

such as re-charging ground water, absorbing water effluents, etc critical to maintaining ecological 

balance. 
 

However, anthropological activities have led to flooding that is more frequent and disturbed 

the ecological balance: 
 
1) Deforestation reduces the capacity to contain floods  
2) Global warming has enhanced the melting of glaciers and flooding in lower stretches  
3) Construction of larger structures as seen during the Art of Living Event at the Yamuna, 

hardens the soil and reduces the ability of soil to recharge groundwater. The increases the 

likelihood of flooding.  
4) Permanent buildings, etc near to the river do not allow deposition of fertile silt that supports the 

rich biodiversity that regulates the aquatic ecosystem. 
 
 

Answer 14: 

 

The Western Ghats and the Eastern Ghats allign either side of the Deccan plateau in India and 

are part of the peninsular region. 



 

 

Some of the differences between the two are as follows: 
 
1) The Western Ghats are higher than the Eastern Ghats, with its highest peak being Kalsubai 

at 1646m.  
2) Western ghats are continuous while the eastern ghats are discontinuous in nature. The three 

important gaps in the western ghats are as follows: thalghat that connects Nasik and 

Bombay, bhorghat that connects pune -mumbai, and palghat or the pallakad gap that 

connects karnataka and tamil nadu.  
3) Western Ghats have laterite soil since the area receives a lot of rainfall, that is, more than 

220 cm per year and almost 95% is concentrated in the western flank of the western ghat. 

The rainfall in the leeward side of the Western Ghats is 75cm and hence we find red or yellow 

soil here. In the Eastern Ghats too we find red and yellow soils.  
4) The windward side of the Western Ghats have dense tropical evergreen forests and tall 

temperate grassland known as the sholas and the leeward side of the Western Ghats have 

moist deciduous forests. The Eastern Ghats mostly have moist deciduous forests alone. 
 

Answer 15: 

 

Plate tectonic theory discusses the various aspects of the movement of plates that form 

the lithosphere. 
 
The different types of convergence seen are:  
1. continent convergence - fold mountains like Himalayas and Alps are formed out of this. It is 

the sediments on the continents that get compressed to form mountains at the point of 

convergence.  
2. continent - ocean convergence - A good example of this is the Pacific Ring of Fire. The 

chance of volcanism is high in cases of continent and ocean convergence. This is because 

oceanic crusts are thin and its easier for magma to vent. Island formation is also common. The 

Japanese islands are the result of continent-oceanic convergence and are the visible part of 

underwater volcanos. Another possible way for island formation is when fold mountains are 

formed during continent-oceanic convergence and the mountains are high enough for their tips 

to be visible.  
3. ocean-ocean convergence: Underwater earthquakes occur as result of the convergence of 

ocean-ocean plates. They led to the formation of Tsunamis. Sometimes underwater landslides 

may also prove to be very fatal. It is being observed that at the Canary Islands off the western 

coast of Africa a large scale underwater landslide is taking place at a very slow rate there. This 

could end up in creating very high water waves and may flood the urban regions of Eastern 

Americas. 
 

Answer 16: 

 

Forest fires lead to heavy smoke and destruction of forests and biodiversity. 

 

They tend to occur in dry, deciduous forests such as those in the leeward side of western ghats. 

Dry leaves rub against each other and sparks emerge out of friction. Anthropomorphic reasons 

such as slash and burn agriculture seen in tribal regions of central, western India and NE India also 

lead to loss of habitats as well. 
 

The following steps may be taken in this light: 
 
1) Creation of well trained volunteer corps in regions prone to forest fires  
2) Awareness against human activities such as ‘jhum cultivation’ that lead to widespread fires.  
3) Training and drills for evacuation in the midst of a disaster.  
4) Coordination with the IMD to identify seasons when fires are more likely. 
 

Answer 17: 

 

Rainfall may be  - orographic, convectional or frontal. 



 

 

Orographic rainfall takes place in highlands where clouds hit hills/mountains and lead to rainfall on 

one side of the highland, leaving the other side dry. 
 
Frontal rainfall takes place in coastal regions where land and sea breeze are active and warm, 

moist air is readily available. The presence of ocean currents at times influence such rainfall. 
 
Convectional rainfall is seen in tropical areas or in the equatorial belt. the high heat intensity 

during the day leads to showers in the afternoon known as Four O’Clock showers. 
 
The world distribution of rainfall can be predicted or realised by the types of rainfall. 

 

Firstly, leeward side of mountains in every continent are dry. Secondly, by and large tropical and 

equitorial regions are wetter than other belts. Thirdly, the presence of warm ocean currents 

leads to more rainfall and cold currents lead to dry climates. 
 

All in all, it is seen that the eastern coasts of continents tend to be wetter in tropical regions. The 

NE trade winds blow from east to west and they loose the moisture from ocean by the time they 

reach the west coasts. Moreover, due to the rotation of the earth, it is dry, cool currents that flow 

along the west coasts. As a result, we find low rainfall and dessertic conditions like Atacama 

and the That deserts. 
 
 

Answer 18: 

 

The major fishing zones are found in regions where cold and warm ocean currents meet. The 

waters here are best for the growth of plankton, that fish consume. As a result, a major fishing 

zone is found at such junctions such as the New Found land where the warm Gulf Stream and the 

cold Canary current meet. Similar zones are found along the coastlines of Peru and Japan. 
 

In the case of India we see that expert committees such as the Meena Kumari committee 

suggest revamping deep sea fishing policies in India. 
 
First of all, we find that without seasonal regulations, overfishing has led us to fewer fish closer 

to the coast and a heavy reliance on deep sea fishing. 
 
Secondly, better boats that are technologically advanced and have facilities such as freezing and 

food processing and packaging will give a boost to the industry. This would come with the skilling 

of fishermen. Such practices have already been adopted elsewhere like the EU. It ensures 

safety of fishermen and maximum efficient utilisation of available resources. 
 

Thirdly, there is a need to ensure that fishermen are given beepers to ensure that they do not 

enter the EEZ or territorial waters of other countries. 
 
There is hence a need of a more comprehensive law or policy to oversee deep sea fishing. 

 

Answer 19: 

 

The Bay of Bengal coast in India sees devastating cyclones almost every year. Last year a 

landfall in Vishakhapatnam led to widespread destruction.  
It is seen that cyclones on the east coast are more common because:  
1) The hygrophic quality of the air over the Bay of Bengal that holds more moisture and 

increases the incidence of cyclones  
2) The west coast continues to experience retreating monsoons and low pressure does not build 

up. 



 

 

3) The NE trade winds that blow over India affects the east coast more. Low pressure 

centres here attract moist NE trade winds that may create the cloud wall. By the time the 

NE trade winds reach the west coast, they are dry  
4) Due to the direction of trade winds, any cyclones that arise in the Arabian Sea travel 

westwards and the Indian landmass remains unaffected. 
 

The cyclones affecting India are either seen pre-monsoon or post-monsoon in September-

October. This is because during the monsoon, the land is warmer and has lower pressure. The 

SW monsoon winds are hence attracted to low pressure centre on land. Hence there is not a 

continuous source of warm moist air over the waters for a cyclone to build up. 
 

Answer 20 

 

India has 1/6th of the world’s population and for a long time had amongst the highest fertility 

rates in the world. 
 
Some of the causes of population growth in India are as follows: 
 
1) Low age of marriage and a longer reproductive period  
2) High illiteracy rates that leads to lack of awareness about family planning and birth control  
3) Traditional attitudes that contain women to their reproductive roles  
4) A strong preference for sons  
5) Poverty and need of more helping hands 
 

Despite such a case, India should not introduce the One Child Policy due to the following reasons: 
 
1) Indian fertility rates have dropped to 2.3 after development in India and the increasing 

empowerment of women. 2.3 is close to replacement levels.  
2) The one child policy has seen may drawbacks in China as well where the dependency 

ratio has become unmanageable and the policy had to be reversed. 


